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Diagnostic Test

TOEFL Writing

The greatest English writer to ever live is, without a
doubt, William Shakespeare. His plays inspired countless
other playwrights throughout the ages, and his poetry
continues to inspire us today, 400 years after his death.
However, some critics have recently argued that
Shakespeare was not the real author of some of his plays,
namely Hamlet and Macbeth. There are several reasons why
scholars might believe this, though no one knows for sure.

First, there is the fact that Shakespeare belonged to the
middle class and was not an especially wealthy man. An
average man of his station would not have the fortune
required to not hold a steady job while writing. In addition,
books and other reference materials were very expensive
during his time, and a man with his income and worth would
likely not have the money that was required to purchase the
books that influenced many of his plays.

Second, it should be noted that Shakespeare’'s hame
rarely appeared in the early published versions of the plays.
This leaves scholars to wonder if Shakespeare was really the
author at all. An author as celebrated as Shakespeare was in
his time would have surely demanded that his name be
printed on the published plays. However, this was not the
case at all, a fact that casts doubt on the real authorship of
some of Shakespeare’s greatest works.

Finally, there is the issue of Shakespeare’s death. When
the great playwright died, he received no obituary in any of
the printed media of the time. It would seem that someone as
famous as William Shakespeare would have caused more of
a stir upon his death. Strangely, this was not the case. When
Shakespeare was dead, there was no obituary devoted to
him. If he had been as famous as the history books say,
many people would have dedicated obituaries to him.
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TOEFL Writing VOLUME }‘

Question 1 of 2

Now get ready
to answer the question.

You may use your notes
to help you answer.
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| TOEFL Writing Ll Bl L

Question 1 of 2 00:20:00

Directions: You have 20 minutes to plan, write, and revise your response to a reading passage and a lecture
on the same topic. First, read the passage and take notes. Then, listen to the lecture and take notes. Finally,
write your response to the writing question. Typically, a good response will require that you write 150-225 words.

Question: Summarize the main points in the lecture, explaining how they cast doubt on the ideas in the
reading passage.

The greatest English writer to ever live is, without a e il

I»

doubt, William Shakespeare. His plays inspired countless
other playwrights throughout the ages, and his poetry
continues to inspire us today, 400 years after his death.
However, some critics have recently argued that
Shakespeare was not the real author of some of his plays,
namely Hamlet and Macbeth. There are several reasons why
scholars might believe this, though no one knows for sure.

First, there is the fact that Shakespeare belonged to the
middle class and was not an especially wealthy man. An
average man of his station would not have the fortune
required to not hold a steady job while writing. In addition,
books and other reference materials were very expensive

during his time, and a man with his income and worth would
likely not have the money that was required to purchase the ‘
books that influenced many of his plays.

Second, it should be noted that Shakespeare’s name
rarely appeared in the early published versions of the plays.
This leaves scholars to wonder if Shakespeare was really the
author at all. An author as celebrated as Shakespeare was in ‘
his time would have surely demanded that his name be
printed on the published plays. However, this was not the
case at all, a fact that casts doubt on the real authorship of
some of Shakespeare's greatest works.

Finally, there is the issue of Shakespeare's death. When

| the great playwright died, he received no obituary in any of

the printed media of the time. It would seem that someone as
' famous as William Shakespeare would have caused more of \
a stir upon his death. Strangely, this was not the case. When
Shakespeare was dead, there was no obituary devoted to
him. If he had been as famous as the history books say,
many people would have dedicated obituaries to him.
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1 HELP BACK NEXT VOLUME
TOEFL Writing e Soiaiial
Question 2 of 2 00:30:00

Cut Pasle Undo Word Count: 0 Hide

Directions: The independent essay usually asks for your — =
opinion about a familiar topic. You will have 30 minutes to

plan, write, and revise your response. Typically, a good

essay for the independent topic will require that you write

300-350 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following
statement?

In twenty years, students will no longer use paper books.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

I»
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Writing is the first task of /BT writing section. The purpose of this task is to evaluate the test-takers’ ability to
write an essay integrating information from both reading and listening passages. Both the reading and
listening passages deal with the same topic, but their perspective is different. The most common guestion
type is the cast-doubt type. In this question, a writer makes an argument in an approximately 300-word
reading passage, while the professor in the lecture casts doubt on the writer's argument. The process of
responding to the integrated writing task includes the following three steps.

Question Phrasing

Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points made
in the reading.

3 Steps
STEP 1
Read the Reading Passage
e Ao — 1. An approximately 300-word reading passage will be
presented.

2. Reading time is 3 minutes, and the reading passage will

disappear when you listen to the listening passage.

STEP 2
Listen to the Lecture

s -

1. A lecture will be given for about 2 minutes.

\ r 2. The reading passage will disappear while the lecture is
‘ being given.

1. You will be given 20 minutes to complete an essay.

2. The reading passage will reappear while you are writing an
essay.

HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING



iBT 120 Strategies for Integrated Writing Task

1

Summarize the listening passage.
Summarize main ideas and details from the listening, but only main points from the reading passage.

Write as much as possible.
Forget about the 150-225 word limit in the writing direction. In reality, most people who received a
perfect score on the TOEFL integrated writing task wrote 290-300 words.

Write grammatically.
Native markers find your grammatical errors at a glance. Numerous grammatical errors result in a low
score.

Do not copy from the reading passage.
You should paraphrase the sentences appearing in the reading passage.

State clearly where your information comes from.
State whether your writing is based on the reading or the listening.
Markers want to know exactly where your information comes from.

Take notes in your native language.
You cannot write down English words quickly. To write as much information as possible in your notes,
summarize the listening passage in your own language except for proper nouns.

Read the reading passage carefully.

In the real iBT, the reading passage includes almost the same information as the listening passage,
although their perspective is different. If you fail to hear some names and important facts from the
listening passage, just refer to the reading passage. The exact opposite of the reading passage is the
listening passage.

Do not spend too much time writing the introduction paragraph.

Every perfect score holder spends most of the writing time on creating great body paragraphs.
Complete the introduction within 2 minutes and save time for writing excellent body paragraphs.
To save time, you should make your own way of writing an introductory paragraph.

Do not write a conclusion.

The integrated writing task just requires you to summarize what you read and hear. You do not need
to express your opinion on the subject.

PART | Integrated Writing 17
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Note-taking and summary skills for the reading passage

Overall Skills

@ Find three main points of the reading passage.

The main points are usually the topic sentences of three body paragraphs.
Topic sentences are generally the first sentence of each body paragraph.

@ Do not just copy the sentences appearing in the reading passage.

Try to paraphrase the sentences. The typical way of paraphrasing is to change the words and the word
order of the original sentences.

® Do not summarize the details.

The integrated writing tests focus on evaluating ability to summarize what you hear, not what you read.

@ Create your own template or format.

Make your own summary format, such as “According to the reading passage ...” or “The writer argues
that ...”

HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING



Sample Exercise

# Read the following passage and write three main points.

One interesting concept in the area of educational psychology is called Goal Theory. This theory
discusses what makes students motivated in order to achieve their goals in school. It argues that a

student’s motivation is directly influenced by several internal factors.

First, students are motivated by self-satisfaction. Rather than the idea of being recognized for a victory,
students are more motivated to succeed if they feel a sense of fulfillment in their goal. For example, a
student who joins a team competition gets more motivated by the feeling that he contributed to the team’s
win than by the win itself.

Furthermore, students are motivated to achieve their goals by the desire to master a task or a subject.
They are not motivated by the external outcome, but rather by a desire to master or have control over
specific knowledge. They will persevere and try to overcome challenges in order to master the task and
learn from it. For example, a student who wants to study the Renaissance period is not motivated by the

grades he will receive, but by his desire to learn more about history.

Finally, students are motivated by the task itself. They find the task worth pursuing, because the task
requirements allow them to test their abilities and skills. It also gives them different kinds of challenges.
They do not fear failure, because their motivation is not tied to the success of the task. For example, a
student is challenged by his science project, not because he will get recognized for it, but because the
task will test his knowledge and abilities in the field of science.

|| ote-taking |

Topic Goal Theory

Topic Sentence @  Students are inspired by self-satisfaction.
Topic Sentence ®  Students gain motivation to accomplish their goals by the desire to complete a task.

Topic Sentence ®  The task itself stimulates students, not the success.

PART | Integrated Wriling
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&) Exercise > 1

# Read the following passage and write three main points.

|

Pluto has been known as the ninth planet of our solar system since it was discovered in 1930. Starting in
‘ the 1990s, however, much has been learned about Pluto and the other objects in the outer solar system.
These discoveries have led some astronomers to question the classification of Pluto as a planet.

One point that has been raised is that Pluto is too small to be called a planet. The seven major moons in
the solar system, including the Earth's moon, are all bigger than Pluto. UB313, an object discovered in
January 2005, which, like Pluto, is found beyond Neptune, is also bigger than Pluto. UB313 is the largest
object found since the discovery of Neptune in 1846, and because of its size, it may be labeled a planet
soon. This discovery of UB313, a much bigger object, makes the status of Pluto as a planet questionable.

Another argument is that, unlike the other planets, Pluto has an icy surface. The inner four terrestrial
j planets, namely Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars, have rocky surfaces. The four gas giants, on the other
hand, namely Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune, all have deep atmospheres. Since Pluto does not fit
in either classification, it is doubtful if it is really a planet. Rather than being a planet, Pluto may just be
one of the thousands of icy-surfaced bodies orbiting beyond Neptune.

| Lastly, Pluto cannot be called a planet because of its mass. Its mass is smaller than the total mass of all
similar objects found around it. This sets it apart from all the other known planets. Mercury, for instance,
might not be so big, but its mass is greater than all the other asteroids that are near it. The same is true
‘ for all the other planets.

N \

Topic Is Pluto really a planet?

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence ©

20 HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING




& Exercise > 2

# Read the following passage and write three main points.

The Knights Templar occupy a unique place in Crusades history. The Templars were the first Christian
warriors organized as an official part of the Catholic church. They were first formed to protect pilgrims
traveling to the Holy Land after the First Crusade successfully returned Jerusalem to Christian control.

The Templars recruited members from the knightly warrior class that ruled Europe in the Middle Ages.
These members were already highly trained warriors before entering the Templars, where they received
further training. Members of the Templars generally joined the order while in Europe and were then
transferred to the Holy Land, resulting in a mass transfer of manpower from Europe to the Middle East.
The Templars needed constant recruitment to refresh their ranks due to losses in battle.

Like the monks in Europe at the start of the Middle Ages, the Templars followed strict rules designed to
keep them away from sin. Knights entering the Templar order were expected to take a vow of poverty. In
fact, the ban on material wealth was so strict that any Templar brother who was found with money on his
person was expelled from the order. The Templars also followed a rigid diet. Finally, Templars were not
allowed to marry and avoided contact with women.

The Templars were based in Jerusalem and played a vital role in the defense of the Holy Land. The strict
rules made the Templars the most disciplined and effective military force in the region. While many of the
secular knights who traveled to the Holy Land were primarily motivated by the promise of gaining
treasure, the Templars were motivated by their faith, and thus their actions were primarily selfless. This

meant that they were willing to take on missions that held little promise of profit, such as guarding pilgrims.

A
N

Topic The Knights Templar

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence &

Topic Sentence &

PART | Integrated Writing
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Exercise > 3

Read the following passage and write three main points.

22

Moral considerations aside, bribery is largely seen as a damaging force in society. The word “bribe” can
trace its roots back to medieval French, where it literally meant “a piece of bread,” and from then on, it
took on several different meanings, ending up in its present connotation: a sum of money offered by one
party to another party to influence a favorable outcome. Although some radical schools of thought may
consider that the attitudes towards bribery are slowly becoming more positive, the majority of the world
still looks down on it with common disgust. There are several reasons why bribery is seen as unjust,

corrupt, and evil.

Firstly, by default, bribery will only serve the rich. This is the very principle which bribery is founded on. In
situations where the rich and the poor compete (such as in a courtroom), the rich will always prevail.
Proper procedure is shunned altogether as money becomes the sole deciding factor.

Also, in a society that openly practices bribery — or turns a blind eye to it — distrust in institutions will be
instilled in people. This will in turn cause social unrest, and perhaps in some cases, even revolutions.
Institutions such as the church, the justice system, or government in general are expected to be fair and
unbiased — and (successful) bribery of these institutions alters public perception.

Lastly, since bribery assigns monetary value to a person’s decisions, favor, or judgment, humanity is
hence treated as an object or as a commodity that can be bought. This view of human beings decreases
— or entirely diminishes — one’s sense of honor and dignity, both equally important considerations in
measuring one’s self-worth.

| ote-taking

Topic Bribery: a damaging force in society

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence ®

HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING




Note-taking and summary skills for the listening passage

Overall Skills

@ Listen carefully rather than taking notes.

You will fail to catch enough information from the listening passage if you pay too much attention to
writing down what you hear.

@ Take notes in your own language.

Taking notes in your own tongue has two advantages. First, if you take notes in your own language,
you can write twice as much as you do in English. Second, you can automatically paraphrase what

you hear.

® Refer to the reading passage.

If you fail to catch important words and names from the listening passage, do not worry too much.
You can find almost all the important information from the listening passage in the reading passage.
In the real /BT, the contents of both the reading and listening passages are almost the same,
although their perspective is different.

@ Do not copy the sentences as they are in the listening passage.

Paraphrase the sentences as much as you can.

® Create your own template or format.

Make your own summary format, such as “According to the lecture, the professor says that ...”

PART | Integrated Writing
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Sample Exercise

) -
| ote-taking
Topic Language Extinction
Topic Sentence @ Speakers adopt a new language and abandon the original one.
- Supporting Detail  In the case of the Oro-Win language, the speakers of the Oro-Win used their
language less and less, and the language eventually died.
Topic Sentence @ When most of the speakers of a language die, the language also dies.
- Supporting Detail  In the case of the Ladino speakers, 160,000 died during World War IT.
Topic Sentence © If parents do not teach children their language, the language dies.
- Supporting Detail  In the case of Yiddish (Jewish), the older generation did not teach the young
generations, so, the language died.
=» Exercise > 1
‘ (e 3
 ote-taking
Topic Practices that damage the environment in getting food

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail

24 HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING



> Exercise > 2

s 3
N A

Topic Prison systems and the mentality behind the architectural design of prisons

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail

=2 Exercise > 3

I

5]

L
N

Topic Ways of Communication

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail

PART | Integrated Writing 25
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Paraphrasing Skills

@ Use synonyms

He declined to discuss the details of his plans.

- He refuses to talk about the details of his plans.

@ Change word forms

| would like you to make a comparison between the charts.

= | would like you to compare the charts.

® Change voice

You should not take advantage of such a naive person.

-> Such a naive person should not be taken advantage of by you.

@ Change word order

Before leaving for work in the morning, he always waters the plants.

- He always waters the plants before leaving for work in the morning.

@ Use “lItis ~ that ...” structure

Agriculture faces tremendous challenges in the years ahead.

= |t is agriculture that faces tremendous challenges in the years ahead.

® Use double negatives

It is legal to convert music on CDs to mp3 files.

= Itis not illegal to convert music on CDs to mp3 files.

@ Change conjunction

After the author finished the last chapter, the book was ready for publication.

-> Before the book was ready for publication, the author finished the last chapter.

©® Change phrase into clause and vice versa

While John was studying at Harvard University, he learned three languages.

- During his years at Harvard University, John studied multiple languages.

HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING




Exercise > 1

# Choose the better paraphrased sentence of the two sentences.

1 The director would like to place the focus on the message of the story, rather than on the characters and
dialogue.

(A) Rather than place the focus on the message of the story, the director would like to place the focus on the
characters and the dialogue.

(B) Rather than on the characters and the dialogue, the director would prefer focusing on the message of the
story.

2 After the medical examination results are reviewed, the doctor needs to tell his patient the diagnosis.

(A) The medical examination results need to be reviewed before the doctor tells his patient the diagnosis.

(B) The doctor needs to tell his patient the diagnosis after the medical examination results are reviewed.

3 The candidate’s decision to drop out of the election was questioned by the reporter.

(A) The candidate was questioned by the reporter regarding his decision to drop out of the election.

(B) The reporter questioned the candidate’s decision to drop out of the election.

4 To determine who the winner of the singing contest should be, the audience’s votes are added to the
judges’ votes.

(A) The audience’s votes are added to the judges’ votes to determine the winner of the singing contest

(B) The audience add their votes to the judges’ votes in order to determine who the winner of the singing contest
should be.

5 Even though the location of this house is bad, it is very expensive.

(A) The bad locaion of this house becomes a drawback.

(B) Despite the bad location of this house, it is very expensive.

PART | Integrated Writing 27




=) Exercise > 2

# Paraphrase the following sentences, using the assigned paraphrasing skill.

1

28

Because the employees felt the sudden change was unfair, they opposed the management’s decision to
recognize the company. (Change word order)

For his inspiring work, the writer was presented with the most prestigious literary award in the country.
(Change word order)

Various reasons on why the big-budget movie did not earn as well as expected were mentioned by the
critics. (Change voice)

The doctors pointed out the need to purchase the latest high-tech medical equipment for the hospital.
(Change phrase into clause)

The value of the property set by the real estate agents does not reflect the actual land value of the
beachfront properties. (Use “It is ~ that ...” structure)

Scientists proclaim Albert Einstein as the most brilliant person of the 20" century for his contribution to

science. (Change voice)

The manager asked his secretary to keep a handle on things in the office while he was away on an
important business trip. (Change word order)

HOOKED ON TOEFL WRITING



8

10

11

12

13

14

The principal called for an urgent meeting to discuss the decision of the board regarding the salary
increase. (Change Voice)

Allowing students to eat off campus increases efficiency.
(Change word forms)

Online universities are inferior to traditional universities in regard to academics.
(Change word order)

Speed cameras relieve police officers of patrol duties.
(Use synonym)

Sulfur dioxide emissions contain chemicals that are dangerous to the human respiratory system.
(Use “It is ~ that ..." structure)

Both medicine and surgery are not unnecessary parts of curing serious illnesses.
(Use double negatives)

The decision to cultivate crops for fuel instead of food will inevitably lead to less production of many
key staple crops. (Change phrase into clause and vice versa)

PART | Integrated Writing
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EZ3)- Reading

Guided Writing@ s

In many areas, high school administrators are beginning to see the wisdom in allowing their students to
leave the school grounds during lunch. Permitting students to eat lunch off campus has a number of
advantages over the traditional approach of providing lunch in the school cafeteria.

First, allowing students to eat off campus increases efficiency. When students eat in the school cafeteria,
the entire student body is served by a single kitchen staff. This results in a long line and lengthy wait
times for students. When allowed to leave campus at lunch time, those students are dispersed to a
number of local restaurants where they can be served with greater speed.

Second, the great majority of disciplinary problems that occur in a high school, especially fights, arise during
lunch time. When students all eat in the school cafeteria, large sections of the student body are brought
together in a small area at the same time. This is a recipe for confrontation. By allowing the students to

leave campus, schools can avoid this volatile situation, and fewer discipline problems will occur.

Finally, allowing students to leave campus for a short time during the day creates a happier student body.
Teenagers crave independence and resent the imposition of rules and authority upon them. Allowing them to
make their own decisions concerning lunch, free from the supervision of teachers, gives students a sense of
responsibility and independence that is quite beneficial for their emotional growth. Furthermore, students get
a chance to leave campus for a short time, and return refreshed and ready to apply themselves to their
afternoon classes with greater enthusiasm than they would have if they had to stay in school during the entire day.

30

Topic Advantages of allowing students to leave for lunch

Topic Sentence @ Allowing students to leave campus for lunch is very efficient.

Topic Sentence @ (1)

Topic Sentence © Allowing students to make their own decisions about where to eat gives them a sense of

responsibility and independence.
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Topic Disadvantages of allowing students to leave for lunch

Topic Sentence @ Restaurants with proper equipment are not located near schools.

- Supporting Detail @ Few restaurants exist around schools.

- Supporting Detail @ (1) large numbers of customers at one time.

Topic Sentence @ The potential for trouble increases.

- Supporting Detail @ There is a possibility of (2)

- Supporting Detail @ Fights frequently occur in the cafeteria.

Topic Sentence & 3)

- Supporting Detail @ Greater stress is caused by the chaotic situation at outside restaurants.

- Supporting Detail @ Students will be picked on by school bullies.
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points
made in the reading.
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; Introduction

Both the reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: (1)

However, their perspective is different. According to the reading, eating outside of campus has several

(2) , while the professor (3) the writer's idea.

Body

| First, the reading points out (1)

However, in the lecture, the professor points out that allowing students to leave school grounds for lunch

is actually a bad idea. He points out that (2)

: maybe three or four at most. He also points out that (3)

, S0 when an entire school of

students has to eat lunch at just a few restaurants, it creates a very chaotic situation.

In addition, the writer says that (4)

‘ . However, the professor points out that because of the lack of
supervision off campus, the risk of disciplinary problems actually increases. He cites

(5) as one example of this. He

‘ also points out that (6) , they are quickly stopped by
teachers. But outside of school, there is no one to stop a fight between students. Thus, allowing students
‘ to leave campus for lunch not only fails to reduce disciplinary problems, but also actually makes some

problems more severe.

Finally, according to the reading, (7)

Moreover, students can return school refreshed after the lunch time off campus. However, the professor

says that students often experience greater levels of stress when they leave campus for lunch because of

(8) and because of

‘ 9) . As a result, they

return to school stressed out and less prepared to study. He also says that some students may feel

isolated and withdrawn during lunchtime.
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Useful Templates 1

Introduction
Both reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: ~ common topic . However, their
perspective is different. According to the reading,  common topic  has several advantages (or

disadvantages), while the professor casts doubt on the writer's idea.

Body
First, the reading points out topic sentence 1 of the reading passage . However, in the
lecture, the professor points out that topic sentence 1 of the listening passage . He points

out that supporting detail 1 . He also poin'rs out that supporting detail 2

In addition, the writer says that topic sentence 2 of the reading passage . However, the
Pf‘OfGSSOI" points out that topic sentence 2 of the listening passage . He cites

supporting detail 1 . He also poinfs out that supporting detail 2 . Thus, conclusion

Finully, according to the reading, topic sentence 3 of the reading passage . However, the
pr-ofessor- says that topic sentence 3 of the listening passage because of
supporting detail 1 and because of supporting detail 2 . As a result, conclusion
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‘ These days it is easier than ever for people to get a college degree, due mostly to online universities. '\

‘ Previously, one had to find a college that was both close to home and affordable, but this is no longer the |

\ case. Students of online universities can take their classes over the Internet and complete assignments

\ according to their own schedules. Unfortunately, graduates of online universities are often disappointed to
find that many employers do not take these universities seriously. |

‘ Many employers think that online universities are inferior to traditional universities in regard to academics.

| One common perception is that the workload is not as heavy for students of online universities, and that

| the class assignments are easier. At an online university, students are sent assignments over email, and
complete them on their own time by a certain date. This means they have little help from instructors and
fewer opportunities to learn as they develop their assignments.

Employers may also believe that online university graduates lack appropriate social skills. At a traditional

university, students interact with one another and with professors on a daily basis. This teaches students

how to get along with their peers and superiors in a working environment. Such skills are very important \
\ in the work world. Online university graduates do not have these opportunities, leading employers to fear
‘ that the graduates may not have the interpersonal skills required by most jobs.

Another issue that concerns employers is academic honesty at online universities. They reason that
| because students take tests without the direct supervision of instructors, they are more likely to cheat or
perform other dishonest actions. This means that students’ final grades may or may not reflect their
success in the class. Therefore, there is no way to know if the students have really learned what they ‘
\ should. \

Topic Many employers do not think highly of online universities.

Topic Sentence @ Many employers think that traditional universities are superior to online universities in
terms of academics.

Topic Sentence & Employers believe that online university graduates do not have interpersonal skills.

Topic Sentence & (1)
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Topic

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

The writer’s argument is not always true.

Employers can easily check on online universities’ statistics and reputation by searching

internet sites.

Information provided by online universities is more accurate than that of traditional

universities.

Information provided by traditional universities is (1)

Cyber university students learn online communication skills.

These skills are necessary for working at (2)

These skills compensate for lack of interpersonal skills.

3)

There are several measures to ensure that cheating cannot take place.

Online tests are designed not to allow students to go back and change answers.
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points

made in the reading.
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Introduction

The common topic of both reading and listening passages is (1)

However, their perspective is different. The reading passage says that many employers do not think

highly of online universities, while the lecture (2) that

the writer makes.

Body

The first point made in the reading is that (1)

. On the other hand, the professor contradicts the

writer's idea by asserting that employers can easily check on online universities’ statistics and reputation

by searching internet sites. In other words, (2)

. Moreover,

(3) , because traditional

universities depend on less frequent and outdated information.

Another point that the reading emphasizes on is that (4)

. However, the lecturer refutes this argument and claims

that cyber university students can learn online communication skills. For example, online communication

skills are as important as interpersonal skills in the workplace. (5)

and those multi-national companies require employees to have electronic communication
skills. Therefore, (6) by

learning computer-oriented communication skills.

The last point of the reading is that (7)

. On the contrary, the professor refuses to accept the

writer’s idea, by asserting that it is unfair to think that online university students are more likely to cheat on

tests, without any evidence. To prevent cheating from happening, (8)

. For example,

online tests are designed (9)

In this way, online tests come to have the same validity as the traditional tests.
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Useful Templates 2

Introduction

The common topic of both the reading and listening passages is  common topic . However,
their perspective is different. The reading passage says that  common topic  has several
advantages (or disadvantages), while the lecture casts doubt on the argument that the writer

makes.

Body

The first poim- made in the reqding s that topic sentence 1 of the reading passage

On the other hand, the professor contradicts the writer's idea by asserting that
topic sentence 1 of the listening passage . In other words, supporting detail 1

Moreover,  supporting detail 2

Another point that the reading emphasizes is that  fopic senience 2 of the reading passage
However, the lecturer refutes this argument and claims that
topic sentence 2 of the listening passage . For example, supporting detail 1 . Therefore,

supporting detail 2

The last point of the reading is that topic sentence 3 of the reading passage
On the contrary, the professor refuses to accept the writer's idea, by asserting
topic sentence 3 of the listening passage : supporting detail 1 . For exqmple,

supporting detail 2 . In this way, conclusion
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Facial expressions express the underlying emotions of humans. That is, when a person is in an emotional
‘ state, it is expressed on his face. These facial expressions have several noticeable characteristics, such
as universality, existence of basic expressions, and spontaneity.

| These facial expressions are known to be universal; anywhere in the world, people cry when they are
distressed, smile when they are pleased, and frown when they feel anger or contempt. Since the
emotional reactions to different events are the same for everyone — grief about a death, happiness about

. a success or triumph — they are shown similarly through outward expressions, and they hold true for all
humanity.

There are six basic expressions of emotion — happiness, sadness, anger, surprise, fear, and disgust —
and the other expressions are derivatives of these. Charles Darwin suggested an interesting theory that
‘ these basic facial expressions are a way of adapting to the environment. Essentially, they are evolutions
or imitations of animal expressions. The human sneer, for example, was adapted from fanged animals’
‘ teeth-baring snarls. Therefore, facial expressions are a product of evolution, and many human
expressions are similar to those of primates, especially the great apes.

[ Facial expressions are also spontaneous and involuntary, and they are biologically motivated; that is to

say, certain chemicals and muscular reactions prompt us to form specific facial expressions. Experiments
‘ performed on infants proved that they generally make a disgusted expression when they taste bitter \
foods, or smile when they taste something sweet, due to these stimuli. Furthermore, scientists believe
| that all the sensations, emotions, and thoughts are the by-products of chemical reactions and electric
impulses in our brains. Certain chemicals in our body, such as phenethylamine (also found in chocolate),
bring about neural activity that will cause us to invariably smile or get excited.

! 3
N

Topic Characteristics of facial expressions

Topic Sentence @ Facial expressions are universal.

Topic Sentence @ (1)

Topic Sentence ©® (2)
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Topic Professor refutes the reading.
Topic Sentence @ Facial expressions vary from culture to culture.

- Supporting Detail @ In East Asian and Southeast Asian cultures, embarrassment is expressed by smiling or

laughing, while in Western cultures it is expressed through silence.

- Supporting Detail ® In East Asian cultures, (1) , while in the West

it indicates resignation or submission.

Topic Sentence @ Facial expressions of people are a lot more than six, and they did not originate from

animals.

- Supporting Detail @ Researchers found more than (2)

- Supporting Detail ® Facial expressions are unique characteristics that only humans have.

Topic Sentence ® (3)

- Supporting Detail @ The posed facial expressions are (4)

- Supporting Detail @ A remarkable example of posed facial expressions is (5)
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points

t

made in the reading.
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Introduction

The lecture talks about (1) and, in doing so, contradicts much of the information

that is related in the reading. Specifically, the lecture contradicts the reading on three major points: the
universal nature of facial expressions, (2)
and (3)

Body

First, according to the reading passage, (1)

However, the lecturer refuses to accept the writer's idea, by saying that facial expressions vary from
culture to culture. For example, the professor uses the way that embarrassment is expressed as an

example of this. In East Asian and Southeast Asian cultures, (2)

, while in Western cultures

it is expressed through silence. In East Asian cultures, a blank face indicates anger, while in the West it

indicates (3)

Second, the writer contends that (4)

On the contrary, the professor says that facial expressions of people are a lot more than six, and they did

not originate from animals. For example, researchers found more than (5)

by using a recently developed method called FACS, the Facial Action

Coding System. Moreover, facial expressions are (6) that only

humans have. In other words, it is impossible for animals to perform complex movements with the chin,

lip, cheek, eye, and brow muscles.

Finally, the reading passage claims that (7)

. However, the lecture points out facial expressions are often contrived. In other

words, facial expressions are intentionally produced, as can be seen in the term “posed facial

expressions.” The posed facial expressions are (8)

. One remarkable example of posed facial expressions is

9) . Japanese often hide their negative feelings with smiles,

masking their true emotions.
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Useful Templates 3

Introduction
The lecture talks about  common topic . and, in doing so, contradicts much of the information

that is related in the reading. Specifically, the lecture contradicts the reading on three major

poin'fs: topicl , topic2 and topic3
Body
First, according to the reading passage, topic sentence 1 of the reading passage

However, the lecturer refuses to accept the writer's idea, by saying that
topic sentence 1 of the listening passage . For e,xample,, supporting detail 1

supporting detail 2

Second, the writer contends that topic sentence 2 of the reading passage . On the

contrary, the professor says that topic sentence 2 of the listening passage . For example,
supporting detail 1 . Moreover, supporting detail 2 . In other words, conclusion

Finally, the reading passage claims that topic sentence 3 of the reading passage

However, the lecture points out topic sentence 3 of the listening passage . In other words,
supporting detail 1 . supporting detail 2

PART | Integrated Writing 41




Guided Writing @ ------———r-ssrromesmcrnmsomnaians SRR
- Reading

42

Water fluoridation is the process of adding fluoride to public water systems. This fluoride addition has
several advantages, such as tooth decay reduction, regulated fluoride level, and equal opportunity
service.

Its main purpose is to reduce the occurrence of tooth decay in the general public. The fluoride is
supposed to react with minerals in human teeth to make them harder and less soluble, which will help
protect the teeth. Although water fluoridation is facing a lot of criticism, its supporters claim that it is just
similar to fortifying salt with iodine, milk with vitamin D, or orange juice with vitamin C. It has been
reported in some communities that the intake of fluoride decreases incidence of tooth decay. The greatest
evidence of oral health improvement, so far, is found in people who have drunk fluoridated water since
birth. Further studies on this show that teeth fluoridated in youth will continue to enjoy absolute health for
years to come.

The fluoride used in water fluoridation is kept at a steady and regulated level, ensuring that the dose is
safe for human consumption. Water fluoridation equipment guarantees this through an automated
system. Thus, there shouldn’t be any concerns about the possible over-ingestion or excessive intake of
fluoride.

Tooth decay is a significant problem in many societies, especially those that are poverty-stricken. Poor
dental health could be seen as a direct manifestation of poverty. Incidentally, statistics show that children
from poor backgrounds experience five times more occurrence of tooth decay than those from higher
social classes. In this manner, water fluoridation could be viewed as an equal-opportunity public-health
service. It ensures that everyone will benefit from this process, regardless of class, race, or creed.

A
N

Topic Advantages of water fluoridation

Topic Sentence @ Tooth decay would be lessened because of fluoridation.

Topic Sentence® (1)

Topic Sentence ©® (2)
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Topic

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @&

Topic Sentence ©

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail &

Opposition to the reading

The writer's idea has no direct evidence.

Many countries in Western Europe do not practice water fluoridation, but experience

less incidence of tooth decay.

(1) does not automatically mean that someone will

surely suffer from tooth decay.

The regulation of fluoride levels in water is questioned.

The danger of (2) is still there, even

though the fluoride is regulated automatically.

Some people drink more water than others, absorbing more fluoride.

@

When the water in a particular area is fluoridated, (4)

Water fluoridation deprives people of (5)
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points

made in the reading.
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Introduction

Both the reading and the listening passages are about (1)

However, their perspective is different. The reading passage says that water fluoridation

(2 maintaining healthy teeth in people, whereas the professor

(3) the reading passage.

‘ Body

To begin, according to the writer, (1)

However, this contradicts the listening passage in that the writer’s idea is not always right. For example,
‘ many countries in Western Europe that do not practice water fluoridation are mentioned. These countries,

‘ (2) , still experience less incidence of tooth

\ decay. If a person is lacking in fluoride, it does not mean that (3)

Next, the writer also says that (4)

| . However, the professor says that the regulation of fluoride levels in water

‘ is also questioned. He says that (5) is still there,

even though the fluoride is regulated automatically. This is because the amount of water being drunk by

people cannot be regulated. (6)

[ especially people in hard jobs, like construction. As a consequence, they would also take in more fluoride

' while they are drinking water.

Finally, the reading explains that (7)

. However, the speaker states that equal intake of water fluoridation may

\ cause an ethical problem. For example, when the water in a particular area is fluoridated,

o ® . whether they like to or not. This is not right,

because water fluoridation deprives people of (9)

. People should be able to choose whatever chemicals go into

\ their body, whenever they want them.
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Useful Templates 4

Introduction
Both the reading and the listening passages are about  common topic . However, their
perspective is different. The reading passage says that  common topic  has several

advantages (or disadvantages), whereas the professor totally refutes the reading passage.

Body
To begin, according to the writer, topic sentence 1 of the reading passage . However, this
contradicts the listening passage in that topic sentence 1 of the listening passage
For axqmple, supporting detail 1 X supporting detail 2
Next, the writer also says that topic sentence 2 of the reading passage - However, the
professor says that fopic sentence 2 of the listening passage . It says that

supporting detail 1 . supporting detail 2 .Asa conhsequence, conclusion
Finally, the reading explains that topic sentence 3 of the reading passage . However, the
speaker' states that topic sentence 3 of the listening passage . For example,

supporting detail 1 , supporting detail 2
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Among the four types of handedness, right, left, mixed and ambidexterity, it is ambidexterity, or the ability
to use both hands with equal facility, that is most valued. Ambidexterity has several advantages, such as
more proficiency in various tasks, efficiency and brain growth.

First, ambidextrous people are the ablest performers of various tasks. In sports, for instance,
ambidextrous basketball, hockey and tennis players could use either their left or right hand or side of the
body to shoot or hit the ball. In baseball, an ambidextrous batter has a higher chance of hitting the
baseball when it is thrown by an opposite handed pitcher. Ambidextrous people also perform better in
activities that require skill in both hands, such as swimming, playing percussion or keyboard music, and
even in surgery. In combat, ambidextrous individuals also have an advantage. If one of their hands were
injured, they could continue to fight with their other hand.

Second, several popular ambidextrous figures in history have proven the benefits of ambidexterity in
terms of efficiency. The artists Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci were both ambidextrous, and they
painted with both hands, while the scientists Alexander Fleming and Albert Einstein solved difficult

scientific riddles while switching their pens from the right to the left hand and vice versa.

Finally, one interesting effect of ambidexterity is that it makes the brain grow physically. This is because
symmetrical coordination between the left and the right sides of the body requires a considerable amount
of brain activity. Also, studies have shown that ambidextrous people are more emotionally independent,

more determined, and more apt to handle problems without giving up.

\

Topic

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence &

Topic Sentence &

Advantages of ambidexterity

(1)

@

@3)
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Topic

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Topic Sentence ©&

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Ambidextrous people are not proficient at performing various tasks.

Ambidextrous people are not proficient at performing various tasks.

Ambidextrous people divide their proficiency between two hands.

According to a study of chimpanzees’ termite-eating, ambidextrous chimpanzees

(1)

People like Michelangelo and Einstein are rare exceptions whose abilities cannot be

attributed only to ambidexterity.

There should be (2) that contribute to their efficiency.

In the case of chimpanzees, ambidextrous ones do not perform better than left- or right-

handed ones.

3

Ambidexterity can actually interfere with (4)

Ambidexterity can result in neurological disorders such as (5)
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points

made in the reading.
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Introduction

Both the reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: (1) . The main

idea of the reading passage is that ambidextrous people actually (2)

than left-handed or right-handed people, whereas the speaker (3) the points

presented by the reading passage.

Body

Above all, the writer claims that (1)

. However, the professor opposes the writer's argument based on the

assertion that ambidextrous people are not proficient at performing various tasks. For example, unlike left-

or right-handed people, who have a preferred and therefore more specialized hand, (2)

. Therefore, their proficiency is not on a par with right- or

left-handed individuals. This argument is supported by the study of chimpanzees, the closest relatives to
humans. According to a study of chimpanzees’ termite-eating, right- or left-handed chimpanzees

(3) than the ambidextrous ones.

Second, as mentioned in the reading passage, (4)

. However, the lecturer maintains that

people like Michelangelo and Einstein are rare exceptions whose abilities cannot be attributed only to

ambidexterity. There should be other factors that (5)

Moreover, in the case of chimpanzees, (6) do not perform

better than left- or right-handed ones.

Lastly, the writer contends that (7)

Moreover, ambidextrous people are more emotionally independent and determined. On the contrary, the
professor points out ambidexterity may increase brain size and activity, but it can also

(8) the ability to learn. For example, it can result in

(9) such as dyslexia and dyscalculia, which are

serious learning disabilities.
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Introduction

Both the reading and listening passages deal with the same topic:  common fopic | The main
idea of the reading passage is that  common fopic  has several advantages (or disadvantages),

whereas the speaker argues against the points presented by the reading passage.

Body
Above all, the writer claims that topic sentence 1 of the reading passage

However, the professor opposes the writer's argument, based on the assertion that

fopic sentence 1 of the listening passage . For example, supporting detail 1
supporting detail 2
Second, as mentioned in the reading passage, topic sentence 2 of the reading passage
However, the lecturer maintains that topic sentence 2 of the listening passage

There should be other factors that  supporting detail1 | Moreover,  supporting detail 2

Lastly, the writer contends that topic sentence 3 of the reading passage
On the contrary, the professor points out topic sentence 3 of the listening passage , but it
can actually supporting detail 1, For example,  supporting detail 2
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' Crime is a problem in countries everywhere. To solve this problem, governments pass tough laws, the
toughest being capital punishment. But violent solutions, such as this, have been shown to be ineffective in
preventing crimes. What is really needed is to identify the main causes of crime and to do something about them.

‘ Everywhere, people think that the primary cause of crime is poverty. Crimes are committed because
people are hungry or their living conditions are bad. Society fails to give people decent lives. Also, the
people do not have in them a sense of responsibility towards their community; thus, they commit crimes. In

} countries where people have better and more comfortable lives, crimes are reported to be fewer.

In some countries like the US, crime is related to race. This is shown by the large difference between the
number of crimes committed by the blacks compared with the whites. Reports show that blacks commit
the most violent crimes. In the book America in Black and White (1999), the US Department of Justice
statistics show that 54 percent of murders, 42 percent of rapes, 59 percent of robberies and 38 percent of
assaults are all committed by the blacks.

The size of the population and the kinds of people who make it up also affect crime rate. The bigger the
population, the greater the number of crimes committed. For example, in places where the population is
big, there are more crimes like burglaries, shoplifting, street robbery and assaults. Communities where
there are high proportions of men also have more cases of crime. Communities with a large number of
young people who are in their teens and twenties also have more crime.

Topic

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence @

Topic Sentence &
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Topic

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail &

Topic Sentence @

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @

Topic Sentence &

- Supporting Detail @

- Supporting Detail @
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points
made in the reading.
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Sample Essay

Both the reading and the listening passages deal with the same topic: the main causes of crime. However,
their perspective is different. According to the reading, poverty, race and the size and composition of
population drive people to commit crimes, while the professor in the listening casts doubt on the writer's

argument.

The reading passage claims that poverty is the primary cause of crime because people usually commit
crimes when they suffer from severe hunger and bad living conditions. However, the lecture contradicts the
writer’'s argument by saying that there is no clear evidence that a poor community has more cases of crime.
Rather, the exact opposite is true. For example, in the United States, when the economy was prosperous
and the employment rate was high, the crime rate increased. On the contrary, when the economy was in

depression, the number of crimes decreased.

According to the writer, race is closely related to crime, considering the higher crime rate of blacks than that
of whites. On the other hand, the lecturer says that home environment is the crucial factor to determine
crime rate. According to research, more crimes are committed by the blacks not because of their skin color
or race, but because of mare cases of broken families they experience. In other words, what makes whites

commit fewer crimes is their better family background than that of blacks.

The reading passage contends that the size of the population and the kinds of people are important factors
that cause high crime rates. On the other hand, the professor claims that the size of the population does not
have any connection to crime rates. Moreover, although the composition of the population could be an
important factor in raising crime rates, what really matters is the structure of families, not the structure of the
entire population. Once again, broken families are the main culprit of the skyrocketing crime rates. It is
highly probable that teenagers who were not loved and cared for by their parents will commit violent crimes.

[339 words]

‘ ( Sample Essay Analysisj w
1. Introduction  Introduction need not be long. Topic of the reading and the listening passages is presented.
The difference between the writer and the lecturer is identified.

2. Body Body paragraph starts with the summary of the reading passage. The reading summary should be
one or two sentences. Most of the integrated writing task should be dedicated to summarizing the

listening passage.

3. Conclusion No conclusion is needed.
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Almost a century before Christopher Columbus encountered the Americas in 1492, Chinese mariner and
explorer Zheng He traversed the seas around Asia and travelled as far as East Africa, helping form one of
the earliest comprehensive understandings of the Eastern Hemisphere. Recent inquiries into his
expeditions have yielded remarkable indications that Zheng He and other Chinese explorers actually
discovered the Americas in 1421, a claim supported by artifacts found off the California coast, a mysterious
tower in New England, and linguistic similarities between Native American languages and Chinese.

First, there have been many unique artifacts found off the coast of California. Among the most impressive
of these finds are ship anchors closely resembling those used on ancient Chinese junks. This is a powerful
clue that Chinese explorers docked on the coastline, perhaps believing that the land was part of an island
resting off of China’s eastern coast. Other compelling discoveries in this area include ship wreckage that
appears to predate Columbus’ expedition.

Next, the Newport Tower, a centuries-old stone structure in Rhode Island, also suggests that the Chinese
may have established early settlements in North America. No one is entirely certain who erected this
building, but many believe that it is the work of some pre-Columbian explorers. The Newport Tower
actually bears some remarkable similarities in its design to the architecture of the Ming Dynasty in 14"
century China, and it probably functioned as a lighthouse and observatory for Chinese vessels.

Finally, there are the uncanny similarities between Native American and Chinese words. For example, a
mountainous area in central California is called “Yosemite” by the indigenous peoples in this area, and the
phrase “yo se mi te” in Chinese translates to “Magnificent Mountain, Beautiful Place.” This and other such
linguistic similarities suggest a connection between Native American languages and Chinese.
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The common topic of both the reading and listening passages is the Chinese discovery of America before
1492. However, their perspective is different. The reading passage says that Zheng He, a Chinese explorer,
actually discovered the Americas in 1421, and this argument is supported by a lot of evidence. However, the

lecture gquestions the assumption that the writer makes.

The first point made in the reading is that ship wreckage including ship anchors probably used on ancient
Chinese junks appears to predate Columbus’ expedition. However, the lecture questions the assumption
that the writer makes by saying that the “ancient” anchor found on California coast is similar in design to that
of the ancient Chinese junk, but the building materials used are different. For example, scientific research
shows that the anchors are composed of rocks native to California, not China. Therefore, those anchors

were most likely made by Chinese-American fishermen in the 19" century.

Another point that the reading emphasizes is that the Newport Tower in Rhode Island proves the early
Chinese settlements in North America because it has close similarities in design to the lighthouse of the
Ming Dynasty in 14" century China. The lecturer, however, refutes this argument and claims that extensive
research on the structure since 1848 contradicts the argument that the writer made. For example, several
experiments, such as excavations, mortar comparisons, and radiocarbon dating of the structure’s stones, all
show that the Newport Tower was created in the 1600s. Moreover, this Tower was used not as a lighthouse

but as a windmill for the British settlers.

The last point of the reading is that there are many similarities between Native American and Chinese
words, which seems to give strong evidence of early Chinese settlement in the Americas. On the other
hand, the professor claims that the writer's argument has several problems. First, both the Native American
and Chinese languages have a lot of dialects, so it is almost impossible to compare those two languages in
an objective way. Second, most historians and linguists doubt the existence of the so-called “shared words.”

Third, the apparent similarities between the two languages are nothing more than coincidences. [343 words]

TR Verbs for Making a Claim )

b

Argue The writer argues that a zoo performs positive functions on behalf of both humans and animals.
Assert The professor asserts that zoos do not provide new information.

Claim The writer claims that zoos play an important role in preserving endangered species.

Contend The writer contends that educating children regarding animals is one major role of zoos.
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In cities across the world, the growing number of cars and reckless drivers operating them causes
numerous accidents every year. Among the many new methods people have developed in order to
prevent accidents, one of the most effective is speed cameras, or automatic cameras that capture people
who drive too fast or commit other traffic violations. Speed cameras improve public safety in several ways.

In regards to public safety, the most important function that speed cameras serve is forcing drivers to slow
down and drive more carefully. Speed cameras operate by detecting the velocity of vehicles exceeding the
speed limit and taking pictures of these vehicles’ license plates, thereby catching numerous drivers at a

time, and mailing them speeding tickets later. Because drivers have become familiar with this method and |
are not always aware of such cameras, they are more likely to follow traffic laws, for they do not know
when they will be detected by a speed camera.

In addition to this, speed cameras improve public safety by relieving police officers of patrol duties. Without |
this automated technology, police officers have to monitor several roads and countless drivers every day,

and they are unable to catch and cite every single violator. However, when communities use speed

cameras instead, they not only improve the chances of catching violators, but also free up officers to
investigate other, more serious crimes. ‘

Lastly, the evidence captured by speed cameras is indisputable in courts. Unlike officers, who despite their
expertise can make mistakes evaluating a vehicle’s speed or remembering details about a driver, speed w
cameras take pictures and record speeds with perfect accuracy. A driver can dispute another person in

court, but he cannot deny the precise measurements of a machine; as a result, guilty defendants are I
unable to pursue further, costly lawsuits to protest their punishment.
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The common topic of both the reading and listening passages is speed cameras. However, their perspective
is different. The reading passage says that speed cameras improve public safety in several ways. However,

the lecture questions the assumption that the writer makes.

\ First, the writer claims that the most crucial function of speed cameras is to make all drivers slow their speed
and drive more carefully. On the other hand, the professor asserts that speed cameras do not guarantee
drivers’ consistent observance of speed rules. In reality, drivers slow down only when they see patrol cars or
speed cameras. Since drivers sometimes come upon cameras suddenly, their sudden decrease in speed
may cause serious car collisions. Whenever drivers slam on their brakes to avoid speed tickets, it becomes

a threat to cars following them.

Second, the reading suggests that speed cameras reduce police officers’ burden to monitor traffic rule
violations. On the contrary, it is stated in the lecture that the machines cannot replace policemen. In other
words, police officers do more complicated jobs, than just ticketing speeders. For example, it is true that
police take charge of monitoring speed violations, but police are also responsible for other, more dangerous
missions. Policemen should inspect suspicious people who may smuggle drugs, guns, or other contraband.

Also, in these operations, policemen use human judgment, which machines cannot provide.

Lastly, the claim of the reading is that speed cameras provide indisputable evidence in courts, taking
pictures and recording speeds with perfect accuracy. However, the lecturer argues that there exists no

absolute evidence that can prevent any controversy in courts. The main problem of all machines is the

possibility of malfunctions and mistakes. For example, an innocent defendant may be mistakenly found
guilty because of machine failures. In this case, speed cameras may be no longer considered a reliable

| means of monitoring drivers’ violations. [314 waords]

BVEETTRTEN( Contrast

However However, the lecture questions the assumption that the writer makes.

In contrast In contrast, the lecturer argues that there exists no absolute evidence.

On the contrary On the contrary, it is stated in the lecture that the machine cannot replace policemen.

On the other hand On the other hand, the professor asserts that this rule does not guarantee drivers’ observance.
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‘ Sulfur dioxide is one of the most harmful chemical pollutants to the environment because of its numerous
contributions to air pollution, including smog, substances that inhibit breathing, and acid rain that is
dangerous to both organisms and infrastructure.

| To begin, sulfur dioxide, produced naturally through volcanoes and in larger amounts through industrial
activity, is one of the primary causes of smog, which is an increased threat to both public safety and the
economy. The heavy smoke that contains sulfur dioxide disperses in the air, and the heavy particles only

long distances by the wind, this smog looms not only over the lower atmosphere, but also high in the air,
where it impairs the visibility of airplanes. Thus, this phenomenon makes air travel increasingly unsafe, ‘

|
make existing fog thicker, in a combination known as smog. Because sulfur dioxide can be transported |
w thereby hurting profits by reducing business travel, too.

Moreover, sulfur dioxide emissions contain chemicals that are dangerous to the human respiratory system.
The heavy particles are actually mildly poisonous to humans, and they are a large contributor to numerous
breathing problems. Simply polluting the air makes normal breathing more difficult; additionally, it

aggravates respiratory diseases like asthma, emphysema, and other such problems. As a result, it can ‘
damage the heart and lungs and even prove fatal in the most serious cases.

Finally, one of the most dangerous products of sulfur dioxide is acid rain, a phenomenon that is corrosive

to organic and inorganic substances. Through reacting with moisture in the air, sulfur dioxide forms an

acidic solution that falls to earth in precipitation. Besides its adverse effects on human health, this acidic \
‘ rain causes much harm to the environment, including damaging trees and making water bodies more

} acidic, which poisons the surrounding environment. Acid rain also damages the surfaces of buildings,

especially older buildings and monuments.
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Both the reading and the listening passages are about sulfur dioxide. The reading passage says that sulfur
dioxide poses various threats to organisms and buildings. However, the professor totally refutes the
passage and says that sulfur dioxide is not harmful to the environment, and may even be beneficial in some

ways.

To begin, according to the writer, sulfur dioxide combines with existing fog and becomes smog, which
reduces visibility and makes things like air travel more dangerous. However, this contradicts the listening
passage, which says the decrease in visibility can actually have positive effects. For example, it is true that
sulfur dioxide produces the thick fog and reduces visibility. However, the same fog obstructs solar radiation

and reflects sunlight, reducing the earth’s temperature. As a result, the smog can mitigate global warming.

Next, the writer also says that sulfur dioxide causes several problems to the human respiratory system.
However, the professor says that only those who suffer from breathing problems experience the harmful
effects of sulfur dioxide. For example, sulfur dioxide emissions may be dangerous to patients with asthma
and old people. However, normal people do not complain of bad air quality caused by sulfur dioxide
Moreover, in addition to sulfur dioxide, there exist several air polluting materials that irritate people’s

breathing. In other words, sulfur dioxide is not the only culprit that worsens respiratory problems.

Finally, the reading explains that sulfur dioxide combines with water in the air and produces acid rain. This ‘
acid rain causes much damage to buildings and monuments, not to mention the environment. However, the '
speaker states that in the issue of acid rain, sulfur dioxide is not the only substance that produces acid rain. f
Rather, nitrogen dioxide is the main contributor to the acid rain problem. Nitrogen dioxide creates nitric acid,

which is an incredibly strong and corrosive acid. Thus, the remaval of sulfur dioxide in the air cannot prevent |

the acid rain phenomenon. [317 words] \

.

Although Although she has a beautiful appearance, she is very cold-minded.

Despite Despite the writer's argument, the professor does not believe his theory.

Nonetheless  The poison may not harm humans. Nonetheless, we should be careful not to come into contact with it.

Whereas The writer argues that displacement from their homeland was caused by severe drought, whereas
the lecturer casts doubt on the writer’s idea.
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In the rich and complex history of the development of medicines and treatments, many unusual
relationships between a person’s mental and physical health have been observed. In one such
relationship, a person will believe that a placebo, or ineffective medicine or treatment, remedies illness,
and due to this belief the patient’s ailments eventually vanish; this phenomenon is known as the placebo
effect. Contrary to widely held beliefs, the placebo effect has no real influence on a person’s health.

One key factor in the appearance and disappearance of a patient’'s symptoms is the actual duration of a
disease or other physical malady. For example, with or without medicine or placebo, common illnesses like
colds, allergic reactions, and most minor bacterial infections will eventually be resolved. The human body
has a remarkably robust immune system that can terminate and reverse the progress of most diseases.

Furthermore, placebos are unable to affect any true physical change because they do not consist of actual
medicine or effective surgical procedures. A placebo can provide a patient with a sense of serenity and
assurance that he will recover, and such feelings may prevent exorbitant amounts of stress from further
weakening the body. However, it is unlikely that such emotions actually have significant physical effects on
a patient.

Most importantly, factors aside from medicine and surgery are integral to curing illnesses, preventing
conditions, and maintaining one’s physical and mental health. Even if one is prescribed a placebo for a
physical condition, one may recover easily through proper diet, exercise, and other healthy habits. According
to doctors’ recommendations, even thirty minutes of mildly vigorous activity every day makes a remarkable
difference in one’s physical constitution, and a diet low in sodium, fat, and sugar can prevent obesity,
coronary disease, muscular disorders, and the countless complications resulting from such conditions.
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Both the reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: the placebo effect. The main idea of the
reading passage is that the placebo effect has no physical influence on people’s disease in several aspects,

whereas the speaker argues against the points presented by the reading passage.

Above all, the writer claims that without medicine or placebo, some illnesses are naturally cured by the
immune system of the human body. However, the professor opposes the writer's argument based on the
assertion that most diseases need some kind of treatment. In some cases, doctors prescribe real drugs to
patients, but in others, they just use sugar pills, which are the most common type of placebo. Thus, it is the
doctors that decide whether to use real medicine or false drugs. In any case, proper means of treatment is

required to fight disease.

Second, as mentioned in the reading passage, placebos do not provide any physical remedy, but provide
emotional and minor assistance. However, the lecturer maintains that although it is true that placebos are a
psychological remedy, they also improve physical symptoms. For example, according to the UCLA research,
among participants in an experiment, about 30 to 60% of people took placebos and had positive physical
effects. Even physical problems like arthritis were cured by placebos. Researchers detected a certain
change in the brain during the placebo treatment, and believed that this change may be related to physical

recovery.

Lastly, the writer contends that other factors including proper dieting, exercise, and other healthy habits are
more important to improve physical conditions than placebos. On the contrary, the professor points out that
dieting and exercise can help improve people’s health, but they do not prevent virus-related illnesses such as
colds and bacterial infections. Rather, according to placebo research, it is the psychological encouragement
that helps people cure their own ailments, not their physical activities. These physical activities can place

much stress on people’s minds and sometimes have bad effects on patients. [341 words]

According to areport  According to a report, more than 50% of male voters support the candidate.
A report has it that A report has it that two-thirds of the population favors the law.
A report says that A report says that female students prefer going out with friends to staying at home.

The important finding the report made is that
The important finding the report made is that colors influence people’s feelings.
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In the course of evolution, many animals have developed different physiological structures that aid them in
mating, hunting, and defense against predators. One of the most effective mechanisms developed for
evading predators is zebra stripes, which defend zebras against predators by acting as a form of
camouflage that distorts distances, help zebras blend in with each other, and allow them to remain unseen
in tall grasses.

First, the alternating pattern of black and white vertical stripes on a zebra’s coat helps form an optical
illusion that confuses their most dangerous predators — lions, which are color blind. Like most predatory cats,
lions tend to take their prey by surprise by leaping on and overwhelming them. However, upon spotting the
unique coats of zebras, lions are fooled by the disorienting pattern and misjudge the distance of the zebra;
as a result, they leap at their prey from too great a distance and startle the zebra, allowing it to escape.

Second, the stripes of zebras allow them to blend together more easily. Zebras are social animals that
congregate in large herds for grazing and mating. When gathered together, even on open plains, the black and
white stripes of all the zebras in a herd blend together in a giant mass. From a great distance, a predator
observing the herd has difficulty picking out one zebra from the rest, and such a handicap helps prevent
predators like lions and hyenas from targeting younger, smaller, or weaker members of a zebra herd.

Third, a zebra’s stripes serve as a camouflage that allows it to hide in tall grasses. Despite the fact that the
grasslands in Africa consist of brown, green, or yellow grasses, contrasting with the colors of a zebra’s coat, the
vertical stripes perfectly interweave with the tall grasses. As a result, ducking down and remaining perfectly
still in the grasses, zebras can remain undetected by lions that are unable to distinguish different colors.
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Both the writer and speaker deal with the same topic: zebra stripes. However, their perspective is different.
The main point of the writer is that zebra stripes protect zebras from predators by acting as a form of

camouflage, whereas the speaker casts doubt on the writer’s idea.

Most of all, the writer contends that the black and white patterns on a zebra’s skin cause an optical illusion
to predatory cats like lions and make them fail to attack zebras from a proper distance. However, the lecture
contrasts with the viewpoint of the reading passage, and says that actual hunting methods of predatory
animals such as lions and hyenas depend on more than just a single, successful attack. Rather,
perseverance is the key to successful hunting. For example, when lions and hyenas hunt zebras, they
relentlessly chase the zebras. Predators pursuit of zebras never ends until zebras become too exhausted

and give up escaping. For this reason, predators’ are not ultimately put off by zebra stripes.

Also, the writer argues that the stripes allow zebras to blend together to predators, so predators cannot
easily pick out weak animals from the herd, the key to successful hunting. However, the lecturer disagrees
with the writer’'s opinion and asserts that the herd-mixing theory is only valid when zebras are gathered
closely together. But once the chase begins, the zebras scatter, making it easier for predators to single out

easy prey like small or wounded zebras.

Finally, the writer says that a zebra’s stripes serve as a camouflage in tall grasses. On the contrary, the

professor challenges the points made in the reading and says that in fact, zebras usually gather together on
wide, open plains. This contrasts with the assumption that their stripes serve as camouflage when they hide
in tall grasses. Because they do not commonly hide, zebras must choose to either flee or defend themselves

against predators. [314 words]

For example For example, sapa was suspected because it was made in a lead pot.

For instance For instance, more than 25 tests were done with different methods other than carbon dating.
Such as Sulfur dioxide makes numerous contributions to air pollution, such as smog, dust and acid rain.
To illustrate To illustrate, predators such as lions and bears have an instinct to wander and hunt.
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‘ In a desperate attempt to solve the numerous problems caused by the dependence on oil for gasoline,
many scientists, politicians, and other people are advocating the greater use of biofuels, or fuels derived

{ from crops such as corn and soybeans. This transition from gasoline to biofuels like ethanol will only

‘ create greater problems for people in several ways.

First, the decision to cultivate crops for fuel instead of food will inevitably lead to less production of many
\ key staple crops, including corn, soybeans, wheat, and sugar cane. Only so much land can be reserved
solely for agricultural purposes, as urban development and wildlife preservation are also chief concerns,
‘ and as demand for biofuel increases, fewer crops will be left over for human consumption. For example, a
; recent market forecast estimated that an intended 1.5 billion gallon increase in ethanol to meet demands
will require an additional 500 million bushels of corn to be produced. This amount is far more useful as
food relief for people in starving countries.

‘ Second, a far more serious concern is the economic turmoil created by increasing food prices. As more

‘ and more staple crops are reserved for fuel production and the supply of food crops decreases, the prices
for crops will increase. Even slight increases in the market price of such widespread crops as corn or

soybeans will be devastating to people in impoverished nations. In fact, in 2007 and 2008, the rising price

of various grains and the food products obtained from these grains provoked many demonstrations and

even riots in poor countries throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

Third, raising more and more crops for biofuels will have a negative effect on consumers’ health. As farmers

requirements, and they will not be concerned with the nutritional value of their crops. Thus, as the nutritional
value of such crops diminishes, consumers will be deprived of these nutrients, causing more health problems.

|
f grow more and more corn for fuel production, they will save time and money by only raising crops to meet fuel
|
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Both the reading and the listening passages deal with the same topic: biofuels. However, their perspective is
different. According to the reading, biofuels create great problems for people, such as food shortages,

economic troubles, and less healthy crops. However, the lecture casts doubts on the writer’s argument.

First, the writer says that to cultivate crops for fuel instead of food will lead to less production of many key

food crops, such as corn, soybeans, wheat, and sugar cane. However, the professor argues that it is
nonsense that a global food shortage would be due solely to biofuel demands. For example, roughly half a
billion bushels of corn are used for biofuel production, which seems to be a great amount. But considering
the fact that the United States alone produced roughly 12 billion bushels in 2008, half a billion is not a big
deal. Moreover, according to the US national corn growers association, farmers will double their corn yield

next year, which will eliminate any concern about food shortages.

Second, the reading says that another concern is that biofuel production increases food prices, resulting in
economic turmoil. However, the professor contends that people should think of fuel cost savings first.
According to the listening, it is true that food prices have been on the rise recently. However, because of
biofuel, fuel costs will go down, offsetting the food price increases. In other words, people will spend the

same amount of money just on different items.

Third, the writer argues that raising more and more crops for biofuel will degrade the nutritional value of
crops, resulting in the deterioration of consumers’ health. However, the professor says that in reality, most
biofuel crops are not used for human food, but for animal feed. Thus, people do not have to worry about
nutritional value degradation. Moreover, animal feed shortage caused by biofuel production actually has
positive effects on people’s health. According to the listening, coronary disease is the major cause of death
| in the United States. Coronary disease is usually caused by taking in excessive animal fat. If animal feed
production decreases because of biofuel production, it automatically reduces the numbers of livestock.

Thus, people have no choice but to find nutritional sources other than animals. [364 words]

w

First(ly) First, biofuel production increases food prices.
To begin with  To begin with, dinosaurs behaved like warm-blooded animals in many crucial ways.
Above all Above all, facial expressions are also spontaneous and involuntary.

The first point made in the reading
The first point made in the reading is that there are six basic expressions of emotion.
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‘ Throughout history, numerous animal species have been eradicated due to human activities, whether such |
activities be hunting or developing habitats. One of the most famous examples of an animal that vanished ‘

‘ completely due to human activities is the dodo bird in 1681. It was native to the island of Mauritius, and

the species’ extinction resulted from a combination of overhunting by humans, destruction of habitat, and

the introduction of many new predatory animals to the dodo’s environment. '

To begin, the dodo bird was an animal particularly vulnerable to hunters. Portuguese sailors who traveled to

; Mauritius in the 16" century often ate the birds. However, it was Dutch settlers in the 17" century who were
largely responsible for hunting the dodo to extinction. Upon arrival at Mauritius, they found that the island
had an abundance of dodo birds that were easy to hunt down for many reasons. Dodos were exceptionally
large, usually being a meter in height and weighing between forty and fifty pounds; thus, dodos were
especially tempting, as a single one could provide a feast. Furthermore, though they had wings, they could \
not fly. Finally, dodos had no innate fear of human beings, so they were easy to lure out and hunt down. ‘

In addition to hunting, dodos also died in massive numbers due to the destruction of Mauritius’ forests. After

the Dutch arrived on the island, they cleared much of the forest land in order to establish a settlement, and
over the course of the 17" century they set up a business of selling ebony timber, consequently tearing
down more forest land. Dodo birds needed these forests for finding food and laying their eggs.

Finally, the most important factor in the extinction of the dodo was the introduction of other animal species
that preyed upon dodos. The Dutch who settled Mauritius did not arrive alone: they also brought numerous
animals, specifically monkeys, dogs, cats, pigs, and, especially devastating rats. Just as humans had,
these animals found dodos to be easy prey, and they also feasted upon the lightly guarded and easily
found dodo eggs, ensuring the bird’s extinction.
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Both the reading and the listening passages deal with the same topic: the extinction of dodo birds. However,
their perspective is different. According to the reading, Dutch colonists in the 16" century caused the total

extinction of the dodo bird on Mauritius. However, the lecture casts doubts on the writer's argument.

First, according to the reading, dodo birds were easy prey for the Dutch for many reasons, so they were
hunted to extinction. However, the professor says that it is true that the Dutch killed some dodo birds, but
not to the extent of extinction. For example, dodo remains including bones and feathers were not found in
Dutch settlements, but they were usually discovered in the caves where fugitives sheltered. Moreover, dodo
' in the Dutch language means “disgusting bird,” so it is probable that the dodo birds were not popular food for

Dutch people.

Second, the writer asserts that destruction of dodo habitat was another reason for its extinction. On the

contrary, the professor argues that although Dutch settlers destroyed some forest to gain ebony bark, they

were not the main culprits in forest destruction, depriving the dodo birds of their habitat. In reality, the French
/ and the British immigrants in the 18™ and 19" centuries cleared away forests and expelled the dodo birds

from their shelters, finalizing their extinction.

Finally, the writer claims that the introduction of other animals to Mauritius that preyed on dodos was fatal to
the dodo bird. However, the professor says that according to a recent discovery, the majority of dodos died
of huge natural disasters such as cyclones and floods. Researchers speculate that a recently discovered
mass grave of dodos is evidence that enormous calamities in the 1500s caused the sudden extinction of the

dodo bird. [295 words]

(IEV TR Certainty

Obviously Obviously, he is one of the best players on the team.

Not to mention  That should be amusing, not to mention the fact that you can save much money.
Certainly Certainly, this measure changes public opinion of your policy.

Undoubtedly Undoubtedly, Pablo Picasso is one of the greatest impressionists in art history.
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When paleontologists began discovering dinosaur fossils over a century ago, they and other scientists

initially assumed that these creatures were cold-blooded, or unable to regulate their temperature internally,
because dinosaurs are reptiles and reptiles are cold-blooded. However, many scientists now believe that
dinosaurs were actually warm-blooded, able to maintain a regular body temperature.

First, dinosaurs were warm-blooded because they were similar to mammals. For example, small dinosaurs
like raptors and large dinosaurs like tyrannosaurs were just as active as any mammalian hunter, and

mammals require a warm-blooded metabolism to maintain such activity. Also, mammals have an erect

posture and significant distance between their head and heart, so they need a warm-blooded circulatory
system to pump blood fast enough to these places. Because many dinosaurs had similar posture, they ‘
would also require such a blood system. Finally, dinosaurs had skeletal structures similar to birds and

l mammals, which are warm-blooded, and this is an important clue that dinosaurs were warm-blooded. \

,
|

In addition to this, dinosaurs behaved like warm-blooded animals in many crucial ways, such as caring for
their young. For instance, some dinosaurs would keep their eggs and newborns warm, and many babies
would be gathered together in communal nests. Also, dinosaurs’ young had no teeth, so they had to be fed \
by the parent, and the parents often communicated with their young. These are all characteristics shared

by birds, which are warm-blooded.

Furthermore, many researchers have noticed feathers, hairs, and other such structures on the skin of
dinosaurs. This is not surprising, as dinosaurs are widely believed to be the evolutionary ancestors of birds

‘ as well as reptiles. One of the main functions of feathers and fur is to help animals maintain a constant
body temperature, and this is the most likely function they served for dinosaurs, too.
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Both the reading and the listening passages deal with the same topic: the body temperature of dinosaurs.
The writer argues that dinosaurs were warm-blooded, in contrast to the existing assumption that dinosaurs

are reptiles and reptiles are cold-blooded. However, the lecture casts doubts on the writer's argument.

First, the writer says that the similarity between mammals and dinosaurs makes researchers assume that
they are warm-blooded. However, the speaker contends that it is not true that active animals such as
mammals and reptiles should be warm-blooded. For example, komodo dragons are cold-blooded, but they
are very active. The komodo dragon can run quickly to catch large prey like deer. Moreover, the erect
posture of dinosaurs is regarded as one piece of evidence that dinosaurs were warm-blooded. However,
what exactly dinosaurs’ posture was like is still a mystery, and there is no clear evidence that a warm-

blooded metabolism is closely related to erect posture.

Second, the reading says that dinosaurs’ way of caring for their young was similar to that of warm-blooded
animals, so dinosaurs must have been warm-blooded. However, the professor argues that although
dinosaurs’ behavior resembled that of other warm-blooded animals such as mammals and birds, most
young dinosaurs did not depend on their mothers for food, but they themselves hunted near their nests from
a very early age. Moreover, intensive nurturing behavior exhibited by dinosaurs is also detected in almost all
mothers including snakes and lizards that lay eggs. Thus, caring for their young is not crucial evidence that

dinosaurs were warm-blooded.

Finally, according to the reading, feathers and hairs found on dinosaurs’ skin are also evidence that
dinosaurs were warm-blooded, because the main function of feathers and hairs is to help maintain constant
body temperature. However, the professor says that feathers can be used for other purposes other than
warmth. For example, colorful feathers can attract mates, scare off enemies and serve as camouflage.
Therefore, it is wrong to speculate that dinosaurs used feathers and hairs to maintain their body

temperature. [323 words]

UEE TR Condition )

In case You should pack yourself a lunch, in case you get hungry later.
Unless Unless you hurry to the station, you will miss the train.
Provided that | will visit the United States, provided that | save enough money to travel.

Supposing that Supposing that she refuses my proposal, what am | supposed to do?
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In an attempt to reduce environmental harm caused in the manufacturing of certain products, many
companies have been seeking eco-certification, or official verification that their products and buildings are
environmentally friendly. However, this time, effort, and, perhaps most importantly, money put into
attaining eco-certification is unlikely to sway American consumers.

First, there is no indication that eco-certification will entice American consumers, as they are wary of
advertising. For several decades, Americans have been oversaturated with all manner of advertisements,
and in the process Americans have become familiar with all types of techniques, including products’
boasting to be specially approved or certified for a certain purpose. Because some of these products have
been of poor quality, Americans are skeptical of such certifications and guarantees made by companies,
so just the claim that a product is eco-certified will not persuade them to purchase it.

Second, eco-certification will increase the price of products. In a trend that has been observed over the
past century of regulating economic activities, companies must always spend more money in order to meet
certain standards, whether those standards are set by the Environmental Protection Agency, the Food and
Drug Administration, or any other authority. As a result, companies charge more for these products in order
to compensate for the money they spent on meeting the standards. However, consumers will not care; they
will gravitate towards more inexpensive products, especially in economic downturns.

Third, because of these first two reasons, American manufacturers simply have no incentives or interest
in seeking out eco-certification. In particular, companies that produce building materials like timber will
find all these extra costs unnecessary for an already cost-intensive manufacturing process. Even worse,
some companies may seek out cheaper alternatives that grant eco-certification without careful inspection,
which would lead people to believe a product is environmentally friendly when it's not.
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Both the reading and the listening passages deal with the same topic: eco-certification. However, their
perspective is different. The writer argues that eco-certification has no positive effects on American

consumers, while the lecturer casts doubts on the writer's argument.

First, the writer says that since American consumers are fed up with questionable advertsing claims, they
will not be swayed by special certifications. However, the professor argues that eco-certification is not just a
kind of advertising ploy. LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is a nonprofit organization
which has authorization to recognize environmentally friendly buildings. Unlike the private organizations that
have special interests, LEED issues credible certificates to buildings that really deserve to receive the

credentials.

Second, the writer contends that eco-certification will increase the price of products, which will simply drive

consumers to buy less expensive products. However, the professor says that current consumers are well

aware of environmental problems, so they are willing to pay a little bit higher prices for eco-friendly products.

For example, a survey in 2004 of residents in two US states showed that at least a third of respondents
were ready to tolerate higher prices for eco-friendly products. Also, it is evident that most consumers are
interested in eco-certified products because they ardently support the government policies curbing pollution

and global warming.

Third, the writer contends that American manufacturers simply have no interest in receiving eco-certification.

However, the professor refuses to accept the writer's idea and says that most American companies try to
gain eco-certification because of competition from overseas companies. These days, international
companies that participate in American markets usually gain eco-certification to avoid the meticulous
inspection process of US authorities. To compete with these clean products made by overseas companies,
American companies have no choice but to gain the certificate. That is why, according to a statistics, eco-

certification programs have tripled in the United States over the past 10 years. [318 words]

" Conclusion
In conclusion In conclusion, one of the most important methods to maintain good health is regular exercise.
To sum up To sum up, the book has a lot to say about the harmful effects of drinking alcohol.
To conclude To conclude, it is obvious that he is the main culprit in the crime.

To recapitulate  To recapitulate, Mr. Kim is not guilty of the crime.
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Since time immemorial, people have felt an irresistible fascination with all varieties of animals, especially
exotic ones. Such desire has led to the creation of exhibitions, the most recent type being the modern
z00. The zoo serves many invaluable purposes for both humans and animals.

In regard to animals, zoos are a necessary part of preserving endangered species by protecting them
from hunters and environmental devastation and allowing them to propagate. Currently, conservation
efforts are being made to help numerous wild animal species, including the Golden Lion Tamarin
monkeys, Visayan Warty Pigs, and Philippine Spotted Deer. One story of successful conservation comes
from the Los Angeles Zoo, where efforts to help the endangered California Condor beginning in the 1980s
increased the global population of the species by more than ten times. Other species saved by such
programs include European Bison, Hawaiian Geese, and Pere David’s Deer.

Besides these benefits to animals, zoos also facilitate a more convenient way of studying animal behavior.
Because of zoos, scientists do not have to venture into dangerous habitats in order to observe various
species; instead, they may study them in a zoo, where they can adjust environmental conditions in order to
understand behavior fully. Because of this, scientists are able to develop medicines and treatments to help
animals, and there are currently over two thousand projects in over eighty countries dedicated to such study.

Finally, zoos play a large role in stimulating children’s interest in animals and thereby educating them
about animals. In fact, one of the most lucrative functions of zoos is to provide large groups of children,
usually classes on field trips, with guided tours of animal exhibits and provide information about the
animals. New technologies such as “talking labels” and pre-recorded tours have made these experiences
more convenient as well as educational.
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Sample Essay

Both the reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: zoos. However, their perspective is
different. The writer argues that the zoos perform positive functions that benefit both humans and animals,

while the lecturer casts doubts on the writer's argument.

First, the writer says that zoos play an important role in preserving endangered species by protecting them
from outside threats and allowing them to reproduce in a comfortable environment. However, the professor
argues that breeding animals in captivity has some problems. First, most zoos do not accommodate one
endangered species in a large number because of expenses and limited space. Moreover, most animals in
zoos are not species in danger of extinction. Second, animals born and raised in zoos do not have chances
to improve survival skills in the wild. Therefore, although some endangered animals are born in an artificial

environment, their successful maturation cannot be guaranteed in a natural environment.

Second, the writer also argues that zoos enable scientists to study animals conveniently without any
adventurous exploration in the wild. However, the professor says that some behaviors of animals in captivity
are strange compared to those in natural environments, questioning the validity of caged animal research.
For example, according to a study done by Oxford University, predators such as lions and bears have an
instinct to wander and hunt. If these predators are deprived of chances to follow their instinct, they may fall
into a state of great stress. This stress in turn causes the animals to be lethargic, neurotic, or violent. In this

regard, animal studies conducted in zoos do not yield as accurate result as studies in the wild.

Finally, the writer says that zoos play an important role in educating children regarding animals. However,
the professor argues that zoos do not provide new information that children cannot find in other printed and
filmed materials. In other words, children acquire enough information about animals from textbooks and
documentary films, so they do not have to study animals in zoos. The only advantage of zoos is that children
can watch wild animals in person. However, still, it looks problematic for zoos to make profits from displaying

animals for amusement purposes. [365 words]

Since Since our company earned large profits last year, | received a 500% bonus.

As As John was good at every sport, he was very popular during his high school years.
) Due to The car accident was due to the driver’s careless driving habits.

Owing to Owing to the drought, crop production has been reduced this year.
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Storybooks play an important role in the lives of young children. Through these books, children learn life
lessons and reading skills, all the while expanding their imaginations. Today, a new type of storybook has ‘
come to the attention of young readers: the online storybooks. Children can interact with online \
storybooks in ways that printed materials do not allow. This fact gives them several advantages over more

. traditional printed storybooks.

\ First of all, online storybooks are a very effective means of educating children. Online storybooks offer a
number of additional opportunities to learn, especially when it comes to reading and speaking. For example,

‘ if a child has difficulty pronouncing a word in the storybook, he may simply click on the word and hear the
pronunciation. Also, if there is a section of the book that is a little too advanced for the young reader, he
can have these difficult passages read back to him by the computer until the meaning becomes clear.

| In addition, online storybooks are far more economical than printed storybooks. For one thing, online
databases can contain countless numbers of books from which the child can choose. This is not the case
at a library or bookstore, where the selection may be limited to just a few books. Another advantage is
that parents can buy their children electronic books from online libraries for much less than printed books.
The cost to create and maintain texts on the Internet is far less than the cost of printing books, which
means electronic books can be sold at a lower price.

Finally, another way that online storybooks are beneficial is that they give parents more free time to pursue
their own interests. Parents can enjoy more personal leisure time because they no longer have to read ;
storybooks aloud to their children every time they ask. The parents may simply refer them to the Internet.
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Both the reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: online storybooks. However, their
perspective is different. The writer argues that online storybooks have several advantages over traditional

printed storybooks, while the lecturer casts doubts on the writer's argument.

First, the writer says that online storybooks provide children with better means of education than printed
books. However, the professor argues that parents’ reading storybooks is more valuable experience than
just learning some vocabulary and grammar on a computer screen. For example, the professor herself had
the experience of reading storybooks to her children. She said that her children always asked questions that
only she could answer. Computers cannot answer the questions that require deeper understanding, such as
characters, themes, and concepts. Therefore, if children are deprived of chances to hear stories from
parents, children may have superficial knowledge about important subjects or develop bad habits including

incorrect pronunciation.

Second, according to the reading, parents can save a great amount of money by choosing online storybooks
for their children. However, the professor says that the argument made by the author is not always relevant.
For example, online storybook libraries do not store up-to-date and popular books such as the Harry Potter
series but only put famous classics on its shelves. Since children do not like to read old classics, parents

have to spend additional money buying the latest titles to satisfy their children’s tastes.

Third, the writer says that another advantage parents can enjoy is that they can have more free time. In
other words, parents can say goodbye to staying up at night, reading storybooks for children. However, the
professor argues that online storybooks can take precious memories from children that parents and children
share during the lifetime. When parents and children read storybooks together, they develop special
memories that can last a lifetime. This experience is invaluable for children’s emotional development.

[317 wards]

UESTINGE Elaboration

In other words In other words, art reflects human life.
1 To explain To explain, let me show how the situation is getting worse and worse.
It would be more accurate to say that
It would be more accurate to say that 50% of teenagers in the survey are heavy smokers.
1 To put it another way  To put it another way, you can plan your future in the way that you think is best for you.
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For many years, it was accepted among almost all archaeologists that the Clovis people were the first to
inhabit the Americas. In 1975, however, scientists made a discovery that cast doubt on this theory. In the
Monte Verde region of Chile, archaeologists uncovered the remains of a civilization that might have
predated the Clovis culture by more than 1,000 years. This assertion remains controversial among
scientists, with many denying that the culture could really be 14,000 years old. In fact, there are numerous
reasons why the ancient peoples of Monte Verde could not have predated the Clovis people.

First of all, archaeologists discovered no handcrafted stone tools, such as spear points, at the site in
Monte Verde. If the peoples of Monte Verde really existed as long ago as some archaeologists claim, they
would have shared their territory with giant mammals known as megafauna. The mammoth is one
example of megafauna. If this were the case, they would need some method of protecting themselves
against these dangerous, giant beasts. Such evidence exists in regard to the Clovis people, who created
a very distinctive style of spearhead, but no such evidence was discovered at Monte Verde.

Second, it is difficult to know if recent attempts to date the site are accurate, because the site had already
been disturbed by local farmers by the time of its discovery. This could have caused any number of problems
within the site. Artifacts may have been displaced, and the original arrangement of the settlement could

easily have been compromised. Either of these things could cause scientists to date the site inaccurately.

Finally, the practice of carbon dating, which was used to date the site at Monte Verde, has proved itself to
be unreliable time and again. One reason for this is that the level of carbon in the atmosphere has
changed dramatically over the centuries. If this is not accounted for in the dating process, then the results
of carbon dating can be very inaccurate.
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Both reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: the first settlers in the Americas. However,
their perspective is different. The writer argues that Clovis people were the first to settle in the Americas,
while the lecturer says that the ancient peoples of Monte Verde were the earliest inhabitants of the American

continent.

First, according to the reading, archaeologists excavated no handmade stone tools at the Monte Verde sites
and this lack of stone tools disproves the argument that the peoples of Monte Verde resided in the area as
early as 14,000 years ago. However, the professor says that the writer’s claim is problematic. According to
many scientists, the Monte Verde people did not need stone tools. Since they depended upon small animals

and plants for food, it is possible that their culture did not need to produce stone tools.

Second, the writer also contends that farmers had ruined the Monte Verde sites before they were properly
excavated by modern scholars, so it is impossible to obtain an accurate age for the Monte Verde settlement.
However, the professor says that farmers’ involvement was not serious enough to damage historical
remains. Instead, farming has an influence only on soil on the surface. Since farmers did not damage

deeper layers of soil, historical artifacts were uninterrupted.

Finally, the writer argues that carbon dating results gained from the Monte Verde site may not be accurate
due to environmental factors. However, the professor says that opponents do not recognize researchers’
meticulous efforts to determine the age of Monte Verde. For example, more than 25 tests were done with
different methods other than carbon dating. All of the tests verified the researchers’ theories that Monte

Verde was the oldest residential area on the American continent. [290 words]

As a result As a result, they finally came to the conclusion that it is of no use to predict an earthquake.
Consequently Consequently, it is true that people are always blind to their own faults but sensitive to others’ drawbacks.
Eventually Eventually, | became firm in my decision to divorce him.

7 Thus Thus, you finally have mastered these skills despite great difficulty.

PART | Integrated Writing 103



EZ34) - Reading

VOLUME HELP OK NEXT

TOEFL Writing SO0

The Anasazi Indians are one of the most well-known Native American cultures ever to exist. This is due in part
to their advanced art and building techniques, which are traditions that survive into modern times among their
descendants. It is unclear what became of the original Anasazi tribes, as they seem to have migrated from
their homeland and spread throughout the Southwest United States over time. One theory is that the dispersal
of the tribes was the result of severe drought. There are several pieces of evidence to support this claim.

Some people believe that global warming played a role in causing the drought that broke apart Anasazi
society. Geological records show that at the time of the Anasazi’s migration to new lands, the Earth was
going through a period of warming. These hotter temperatures would have dried up the lakes and streams
upon which the tribes depended for survival. Faced with a shortage of water, they would have been forced
to leave their traditional homeland and migrate to wetter areas.

Another piece of evidence that supports the drought theory is the presence of ancient irrigation systems.
Irrigation canals have been discovered by archaeologists in the wide area of the Southwest in which the
Anasazi are believed to have first lived. The fact that the Anasazi required such facilities to transport water
over long distances to their crops and settlements indicates that there was not quite enough water in some
places to support their lifestyle.

Finally, there is the theory that many areas within the Anasazi territory simply became overpopulated. So,
the water supply was insufficient to provide water to the growing population, resulting in a shortage. For
this reason, the Anasazi probably migrated from their ancestral home to find an area that did have enough
water to support their large population.
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Both reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: the sudden disappearance of Anasazi Indians
from their homeland. However, their perspective is different. The writer argues that displacement from their

homeland was caused by severe drought, while the lecturer casts doubt on the writer’s idea.

First, according to the reading, severe drought resulting from global warming destroyed the economic
foundation of Anasazi society. However, the professor says that geological studies show that severe drought
never happened in the land of the ancient Anasazi. Researchers examined the rings of fossilized trees in the
Anasazi area to deduce the environmental conditions that the ancient Anasazi experienced at that time.
When the researchers looked at these rings, they found no evidence that the region experienced a severe

drought.

Second, the writer also contends that the presence of ancient irrigation systems supports the drought
theory. However, the professor says that these irrigation systems were not evidence of insufficient water in
the region, but rather proof of preparation for drought. In other words, the Anasazi had advanced methods of
irrigation for distributing water to their farmlands, which means that the Anasazi were well aware of how to
deal with drought. In short, the Anasazi created the irrigation canals to prepare for a drought, not to

compensate for water shortage.

Finally, the writer argues that overpopulation made the Anasazi Indians leave their homelands because of
insufficient water supply. However, the professor says that disease and war were more plausible causes for
the Anasazi migration. In ancient times, wars between neighboring tribes were not uncommon events,
causing numerous deaths and casualties. Moreover, since the Anasazi lacked advanced medical
knowledge, small epidemics may have developed into pandemics, resulting in catastrophes that forced the

Anasazi to leave their land. [293 words]

| Addition

Also Also, widespread support for government measures to curb pollution is necessary.
Furthermore Furthermore, anything excessive is bad for you.

In addition In addition, not all animals in zoos are species in danger of extinction.

Moreover Moreover, ambidextrous chimpanzees do not perform better than left- or right-handed ones.
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At its peak, the Roman Empire was the largest and most powerful empire that the world had ever seen.
However, the glory of the Romans was not to last. Several things contributed to the fall of the Empire,
including constant wars with European tribes to the north, as well as corruption within the government.
However, one factor that is not often spoken of is lead poisoning. Some historians now believe that this
may have had a small but significant effect on the decline of their society.

\

|

\ This idea is still a controversial one among many experts, but one piece of evidence that supports the
theory is the use of early cosmetics and medicines by the ancient Romans. The makeup used by Roman
women contained high levels of lead, which could easily have resulted in lead poisoning. Because the
cosmetics were applied frequently to the skin, it would have been possible to receive ill effects from the
lead-based products.

Another piece of evidence can be found in the advanced underground plumbing system that the Romans
used. Though it was a very complex system, unlike many others in use at the time, it did have one major
flaw. The pipes used to carry water were made of lead. Over time, the passage of water through these
pipes might have caused particles of lead to wear away. Drinking water contaminated by lead has been
shown to cause unsafe levels of the substance in the blood.

Finally, there is a theory that says a type of sweetener may be to blame for the Romans’ lead poisoning.

The sweetener, sapa, was used to sweeten the wine made by the Romans. While there is nothing unsafe

l about sapa itself, it was often prepared in lead pots. Like the lead pipes, the lead in the pots could have
contaminated the sapa.
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Both reading and listening passages deal with the same topic: the downfall of the Roman Empire. However,
their perspective is different. The writer presented a theory that lead poisoning was the main reason for the

Roman decline, while the lecturer casts doubt on the writer's idea.

First, according to the reading, the cosmetics and medicines used by the ancient Romans contained high
levels of lead, which could easily have resulted in lead poisoning. However, the professor says that the idea
that lead-contained cosmetics caused poisoning is fundamentally wrong. In reality, lead poisoning is only
caused by breathing in or swallowing particles of lead. It is nonsensical that applying lead-based cosmetics
to the skin resulted in serious lead poisoning. Although lead-based cosmetics may increase lead levels in

the blood, they cannot cause lead poisoning.

Second, the writer also contends that plumbing pipes that the Romans used were made of lead, so the
Romans drank water chemically contaminated by lead pipes. However, the professor says that the minerals
deposited on the pipes would have eventually prevented the water from coming into contact with the lead.
Although lead pipes deposit small amounts of lead in the water, lead pipes themselves became corroded by

minerals. Thus, the pipes coated by other minerals caused no lead poisoning to humans.

Finally, the writer argues that a type of sweetener called sapa may be one reason for the Romans’ lead
poisoning. However, the professor says that the writer's argument is not valid at all. For example, sapa was
suspected because it was made in a lead pot. However, in reality, sapa was mixed with a great deal of water
after it was boiled in the pot. Since the water would dilute lead in the sapa, the lead intake level of the

Romans was not high enough to cause |lead poisoning. [307 wards]

Above all Above all, some ilinesses are naturally cured with the help of the immune system of the human body.
Definitely Definitely, your company will provide you with the best working environment.

Especially Especially, upper-class people are more money-oriented.

Particularly Particularly, foreign investors would come and invest in the developing countries of the Third World.
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Independent writing is the second task of the /BT writing section. The purpose of this task is to evaluate the
test-takers’ ability to write an essay expressing their own opinions in a logical way. Independent writing
does not require students to have professional knowledge to complete an essay. Students write an
independent essay based on their general knowledge and personal experience. The most common
question type is “agree or disagree type.” In this question, students choose to agree or disagree with an
argument and write an essay for 30 minutes. The minimum length of an essay is 300 words, but perfect
score holders usually write more than 500 words.

Question Types

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to how much
their students learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

iy qag’ 1 1. Time limit is 30 minutes

’ ' 2. Minimum length of writing is 300 words

Organization

- General Statement
Introduction - Specific Statement

- Thesis Statement

- Topic Sentence

- Supporting details and examples

- Topic Sentence

- Supporting details and examples

Conclusion Summary and thesis restatement
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iBT 120 Strategies for Independent Writing Task

1  Write as much as possible.
Essay length is the primary concern of ETS markers. 500-word ordinary essays definitely get a much
higher score than 300-word excellent essays.

2  Write grammatically.
Native markers find grammatical errors at a glance. Numerous grammatical errors result in a low
score.

3 Do not spend much time on writing a great introduction and conclusion.
The most important part of the TOEFL essay is the body, so spare as much time as possible to write
long and detailed body paragraphs.

4 Do not write three short body paragraphs.
It is better to write two body paragraphs with long and detailed supporting sentences than write three
paragraphs with four or five lines of supporting sentences.

5 Choose one of the two contrasting opinions.
Never take a neutral stance, even though that is what you really think.

6 Write an essay persuasive to readers, not just to yourself.
To do so, you should not only make a strong argument, but also give sufficient and detailed

supporting evidence.

7  Write simple sentences.
Simple and clear sentences are much better than complex and ungrammatical sentences.

8 Do not use the same words repetitively.
Use synonyms and idioms to vary choice of words.

9 Write in an active voice.
Passive voice weakens your argument and makes your writing boring.
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Writing the Introduction

Organization

The introduction has three sentences: general statement, specific statement and thesis statement.

© General Statement: General statement is the opening sentence of an essay.
- This sentence gives background knowledge to readers.
- This sentence restates the subject in your own words.
- This sentence may use proverbs and maxims to attract readers’ attention.

@ Specific Statement: Specific statement is the sentence that connects general statement and
thesis statement.

- This sentence usually introduces the opposite opinion of your own.

€ Thesis Statement: Thesis statement shows your argument.

- This sentence is the one that includes the main idea of an essay and two or three supporting
reasons.

= Sample Introduction

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to save your money
for the future than to spend it immediately. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your opinion.

@ Benjamin Franklin once said, “If you would be wealthy, think of saving as much as getting.” @ This
saying is quite appropriate for some people who spend every cent they earn, thoughtlessly.

@ However, | believe that spending money immediately after getting a paycheck is sometimes
necessary because spending money relieves my stress, and my favorite motto has always been
“Carpe diem.”

& The above introduction consists of three sentences.
Sentence @ is general statement.
Sentence @ is specific statement

Sentence @ is thesis statement.
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= Write an introduction paragraph.
Exercise > 1

Question: Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information.
Others think access to so much information creates problems.
Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Exercise > 2

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better
than other types of communication, such as letters, e-mail, or telephone calls. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.
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Writing the Body

Organization

As a well-organized essay has three parts such as an introduction, a body, and a conclusion, a well-
organized body paragraph has four parts, including a topic sentence, a topic restatement, examples,
and a conclusion. The topic sentence corresponds to the introduction of the essay. The topic
restatement and examples correspond to the body. The conclusion is the end of the essay and
summarizes the main point. In short, the way of writing a good body paragraph is much like writing a
good essay.

© Topic Sentence: The topic sentence is the main idea of the paragraph.

@ Topic restatement: The topic restatement is a supporting sentence for the topic sentence.
© Examples: A long and detailed essay usually has two examples: one general and one personal.

@ Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes the paragraph.

Sample Body

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to save your money
for the future than to spend it immediately. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your opinion.

@ Too much temperance drives me crazy. @ In other words, if | only save money for the future without
spending, | will have no way to relieve my stress, which may even cause me harm. @ According to
research, stress is the main culprit in serious diseases such as cancer, stroke, and high blood
pressure. Therefore, if someone cannot find a solution to release stress, like spending money, he or
she may not live long. Also, even though someone has a great amount of money in a savings account,
it means nothing if he or she suffers from a serious disease caused by excessive stress. @ Moreover,
in the past, frugality was regarded as a virtue, while waste was a vice. However, in modern society,
spending money is not considered a sin anymore, but rather an act of economic boosting. In this
money-oriented society, a great spending machine like me can be respected by others. In short,
modern people live in a society where money provides everything, including pleasure and respect.

@ The above body paragraph consists of four parts.
Sentence @) is the topic sentence.
Sentence @ is the topic restatement.
Sentence @) is example one.

Sentence @ is example two.
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% Write a body paragraph.
— Exercise > 1
Question: Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others

think access to so much information creates problems.
Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

- Exercise > 2

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better
than other types of communication, such as letters, e-mail, or telephone calls. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.
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C  Writing the Conclusion

Organization

The conclusion usually consists of thesis restatement and summary.

© Thesis Restatement: Thesis restatement emphasizes the thesis statement once more by
paraphrasing the thesis statement in the introduction.

@ Summary: The summary summarizes the main ideas of body paragraphs.

&> Sample Conclusion
Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement. It is better to save your money
for the future than to spend it immediately. Use specific reasons and examples to

support your option.

@ To conclude, spending money right after earning your salary is not regarded as thoughtless
behavior any more. @ In reality, it has several benefits for me. First, spending money blows away my
stress. Second, spending money at once fits my motto, “Carpe diem.”

& The above conclusion paragraph consists of two parts.
Sentence @ is the thesis restatement.

Sentence @ is the summary.
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# Write a body paragraph.
&) Exercise > 1

Question: Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others
think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

&> Exercise > 2

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better
than other types of communication, such as letters, e-mail, or telephone calls. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.
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Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? More than 11 months of class in a school
year can give students a better and more effective education. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion.

EZ35 - choosing an Opinion and Collecting Supporting Ideas

Opinion - Disagreement

Need time to relieve stress Need time to complement what they lack
- competition causes stress - fall behind due to tight curriculum
- grade causes stress - fail exams and even think of suicide

5320« Outlining

Introduction

General statement: (1)
Specific statement: Students’ vacation should be reduced to less than one month.

Thesis statement: | disagree with this idea that vacation should be limited to less than one month, for two
reasons.
Body
Topic sentence @: (2)
Supporting details
- Competition is so intense that it may cause students extreme frustration.
- Students even commit suicide because of bad grades.

Topic sentence @: Students need time to catch up with what they fall behind in from classes.
Supporting details
- Some students do not understand what teachers lecture about.
- Failure on an exam may lead sensitive adolescents to take extreme choices.

Conclusion

Summary: Students suffer from excessive workload that schools provide. When they cannot keep up with
classes, enormous stress may accumulate. Also, if they do not catch up with lessons, they keep
wasting time during the class, and the vicious cycle continues next semester. Therefore,
students should enjoy enough vacation.
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[General statement] These days, education for young students is an increasingly important issue.
Many students are struggling to get a better education and better grades. [Specific statement] Thus, some
education specialists even suggest that students’ vacation should be reduced to less than 1 month, for it
will give a students better and more effective education. [Thesis statement] However, | strongly disagree
with this idea. (1)

First of all, [Tepic sentence @] students need sufficient time to release stress. Students live in a
society pressured by grades and competition. Grades and competition are two blades of a sword which
are always stabbing students’ necks, and students have enormous stress that even adults cannot
imagine. [Supporting detail @] These days, competition has become so intense that it may cause students
into extreme frustration and lead to delinquency, drugs or even suicide. [Supporting detail @] For
example, a few weeks ago, | read a newspaper article that a 17-year-old student jumped off of a roof
and died. The reason for-her suicide was neither family problems nor harassment from friends. It was
bad grades that killed the student. The grades of the student belonged to the top 1 percent of her
school. However, she failed the final exam and was so disappointed that she chose to kill herself. In
short, | think students should have time to relax, for otherwise, they may suffer from depression and

suicidal impulses.

Moreover, [Topic sentence @] (2)

[Supporting detail @] If the school curriculum is too tight and the subjects are all new, some students will
not understand the class material. In this case, the students have to catch up with what they get behind
on during the vacation. Otherwise, the students will have even more difficulty learning new information in
the next semester. [Supporting detail @] For example, | once could not follow a math class because |
missed the first class of the semester. | wanted some time to fill the blank, but | couldn’t, due to the tight
schedule of our school. Eventually, | screwed up the final exam. | was so frustrated that | even thought
of suicide for the first and last time in my life. In order to prevent the same trouble that | had from

happening, vacation should be more than one month long.

[Summary] In conclusion, students suffer from an excessive workload that schools provide. When
they cannot keep up with classes, enormous stress may accumulate. Also, if they do not catch up when
they are behind, they keep wasting time during the class, and the vicious cycle continues next semester.
Therefore, (3)
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Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to take the most difficult
classes in college even though you cannot get a good grade in the courses. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.

EZ3P - Choosing an Opinion and Collecting Supporting Ideas

Opinion - Disagreement

Gaining more knowledge Gaining better grades
- studying more about what you enjoy - getting good grades from what you enjoy
- learning nothing from difficult courses - good grades help you find a job

1= 2@« Qutlining

Introduction
General statement: Good grades are an important standard that decides students’ status.
Specific statement: It is vital for students to get good marks during their school years.

Thesis statement: (1)

Body

Topic sentence @: (2)
Supporting details
- When you take an easy course, you easily get interested in that class.
- If a freshman takes courses for seniors and graduate students, he or she cannot get much knowledge

from the courses.

Topic sentence @: If you take easy courses to study, you can receive better grades.

Supporting details
- As you enjoy the subject, you will automatically receive a good grade in the course.

- Getting good grades is crucial for students when they seek a job after graduation.

Conclusion
Summary: Students should take easy courses rather than challenging courses because they can obtain

more knowledge and receive better grades by taking the easy courses.
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[General statement] Even though some students might not admit it, good grades are one of the
most important standards that decide students’ status. Grades determine students’ classes, colleges
and jobs. [Specific statement] Since grades play such a big role in deciding students’ future and career, it
is vital for students to get good marks during their school years. Tough professors offer students very
challenging courses, but some do not. [Thesis statement] Thus, if | had a choice, | would take easier
courses. First, the easier the course is, the more knowledge students can obtain. Secondly, students

can get better grades in easier courses.

First of all, [Topic sentence @] students can obtain more knowledge from easier courses. If the
professor teaches a subject that is too challenging, it is more likely that students will understand almost
nothing from that class. Therefore, to comprehend course material and gain more knowledge, taking
easier courses would be a better choice. [Supporiing detail @] Also, students usually enjoy studying easy
subjects. In other words, when you take an easy course, you easily get interested in that class. Since
you are interested in the subject, you are more likely to do additional research about the topic and get
more knowledge from it. As the process is repeated, you will naturally become good at the subject. This
virtuous cycle provides students with more knowledge than taking too difficult courses. [Supporting detail
@] For example, if a freshman takes Physics 401, which is for seniors and graduate students, he or she
may not get knowledge from the course. However, if the student takes an easier course like English

101, the amount of knowledge he or she gets will be greater.

Secondly, [Topic sentence @] (1)

[Supporting detail @] As | mentioned in the previous paragraph, students tend to enjoy studying easier
subjects. If you take an easy course, you are likely to study harder to understand the material. This is
likely to get you a good grade in the course. However, if you take a very challenging course, chances
are that exactly the opposite will happen. Since you hate to study the challenging subject, you probably
will not do it very much, which will result in a bad grade. [Supporting detail @] Moreover, getting good
grades is crucial for a college student. Later, when students seek a job after graduation, it is their grades
that provide the general standard by which employers evaluate their ability. When students apply for
jobs after they graduate, competition will be inevitable. Thus, people with better grades are more likely
to get better jobs.

[Summary] To sum up, (2)
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Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? After high school graduation, students
should take a vacation or a job for a year before they enter college. Use specific reasons and

examples to support your opinion.

m- Choosing an Opinion and Collecting Supporting Ideas

Opinion - Disagreement

Learning important lessons Learning important skills
- learning endurance from sports - learning cooperation
- learning how to overcome hardships - learning sociality

1@ e Qutlining

Introduction

General statement: Nowadays, students go to college right after high school graduation.
Specific statement: Taking a one-year-break after graduation is an unwise choice.
Thesis statement: | definitely disagree with the statement for two reasons.

Body

Topic sentence @: (1)
Supporting details
- Students learn endurance from hiking club activities.
- Students learn how to overcome the hardships they face during school life.

Topic sentence @: (2)

Supporting details
- Sociability and cooperative attitudes can help students to have a successful college life.

- Cooperation is an essential part of a successful group project.

Conclusion
Summary: Before students go to college, they should participate in various activities that will teach them

important lessons and skills that cannot be gained from schools.
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[General statement] (1)

[Specific statement] They do not take time to rest or enjoy themselves or

to prepare for the changes that come with college life. They think that taking a rest or doing some work
after graduation is an unwise choice. [Thesis statement] However, | definitely disagree with this idea. First,

students learn more by participating in various activities. Moreover, (2)

First of all, [Topic sentence @] students get much more important lessons by taking part in various
activities other than college study. In other words, they can accumulate experience and learn very
important knowledge by doing extracurricular activities. [Supporting detail @] For instance, suppose that
there is a male student who is trying to become a member of a hiking club for half a year just before
starting his campus life. By joining a hiking team, he will be able to both refresh himself through exercise
and learn important lessons such as endurance. Since much endurance is required to finish the hiking
course, the student will learn the importance of enduring hardships to achieve all kinds of goals.
[Supporting detail @] That lesson will help him greatly when he is attending a college, because he will
have to go through many difficulties and obstacles to become a professional in his field. In other words,
he will have to cope with all kinds of troubles to be successful. Since he developed great perseverance
when he was a member of a hiking club, he will easily overcome all kinds of difficulties he will face during
his college life.

Secondly, [Topic sentence @] students can build cooperative attitudes by gaining some work
experience before entering college. [Supporting detail @] For example, when you work, you meet lots of ‘
people. To be successful in your job, you will have to cooperate with them, whether you like them or not.
Gaining work experience during the pre-college year will make you very sociable and cooperative, and
this also will help you during your campus life. [Supporting detail @] For instance, suppose that there is a
student who is planning to work for an engineering company just before entering college. In the
company, he will have to work with lots of senior workers and colleagues. To be an effective member of
the engineering team, he will have to cooperate with everyone involved. This experience makes the
student very cooperative when he or she works on group projects in college. As a result, the student will

be able to get good grades on group work and will be successful in his major courses.

[Summary] To sum up, | strongly believe that students should work at a challenging job or

participate in extracurricular activities before they go to college. Students can learn important lessons
from those activities — such as perseverance and cooperation — that will help them later on when they

attend college.
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Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Spending money on traveling is better
than saving money for the future. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

B3P - Choosing an Opinion and Collecting Supporting Ideas

Opinion - Disagreement

Prepare for the future Pleasure from travel does not last long
- saving money for later life - feeling pleasure from exotic landscape
- saving money for emergencies - regretting the wrong choice

EZ32b - Outlining

Introduction

General statement: Traveling is a popular choice for people who have the time and money to do it.
Specific statement: The young generation emphasizes enjoying the moment.

Thesis statement: | disagree with the statement for two reaons.

Body
Topic sentence @: (1)

Supporting details
- If a person doesn't prepare for the future, he or she will have trouble after retirement.

- If people face emergency situations, they can more easily deal with them by using the saved money.

Topic sentence @: (2)

Supporting details
- An exotic landscape may only provide momentary pleasure.
- Eventually, people regret their reckless spending.

Conclusion

Summary: Saving money is important, since people have to prepare for the future. Also, the pleasure

gained from traveling does not last long.
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[General statement] Traveling is a popular choice for people who have the time and money to do it.
[Specific statement] Moreover, the younger generation usually places more emphasis on enjoying the
moment than on preparing for the future. Therefore, some people may think that spending money on
traveling is better than saving money. [ Thesis statement] However, | strongly disagree with the statement

because (1)

First, [ Topic sentence @] saving money helps prepare for people’s old age and emergencies.
[Supporting detail @] These days, people’s life span has increased, so if a person does not prepare for
the winter of life, he or she cannot enjoy it when it comes. In contrast, if he or she saves some money
and invests it for the future, he or she will have a stable life after retirement. [Supporting detail @]
Moreover, if people face emergency situations, they can deal with these difficulties by using their
savings. It is very common for people to confront unexpected situations that require much money, such
as car accidents and medical problems. Some people suffer from financial trouble because they failed to
accumulate extra money to prepare for those situations. However, if people save money, they can cope
with emergencies much more easily. Moreover, people with saved money can help friends and family
out of similar problems. For example, when | was young, | liked to save money and always had more
than $3,000 in my bank account. One day, one of my best friends broke his clavicle while he was
playing basketball. Since he had no savings, he asked me to lend him $2,500 for his surgery. | lent him
the money, and he could get surgery. Without my savings, my friend would have had trouble meeting

surgical expenses.

Furthermore, [Topic sentence @] (2)

[Supporting detail @] It is true that watching beautiful scenery and experiencing the exotic cultures of
foreign countries give us great pleasure. However, does the feeling of enjoyment last long? The answer
is no. [Supporting detail @] Eventually, the fun is over and people come to regret their reckless spending.
For example, a good friend of mine who majored in art history traveled to Paris to see masterpieces of
the Louvre museum with the money that he earned to pay tuition and fees. During the trip, he was
deeply impressed by the magnificent paintings and sculptures. He really enjoyed his trip to Paris.
However, a few months later, when he had to pay his tuition, he had to use the student loan service
because he used all his money on the trip. Consequently, my friend was frustrated and regretted his

decision to travel.

[Summary] Traveling can bring us a great deal of pleasure, so we sometimes cannot resist
spending much money on it. However, (3)
Also, (4)
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Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? When you have several tasks to do, it is
better to complete one task after another than to work on several tasks at once. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.

B3P - Choosing an Opinion and Collecting Supporting Ideas

Opinion - Agreement

work more efficiently work faster
- can concentrate on one task at a time - do not get distracted by other tasks
- cannot focus on any task if doing several - do not need to worry about other tasks

tasks at a time

1 e Qutlining

Introduction

General statement: There are two different ways to finish several tasks.
Specific statement: Finish one thing after another or do every task at once.
Thesis statement: | will choose to finish work step by step.

Body

Topic sentence @: (1)

Supporting details
- By completing tasks one after another, one can concentrate more on each task.
- Doing several tasks at once would be inefficient, without focusing on any of them.

Topic sentence @: (2)

Supporting details
- When doing several tasks at once, one can become overwhelmed and easily distracted.
- Concentrating on one task at a time allows students to set aside other tasks and not worry about them

for the moment.

Conclusion
Summary: When we do several tasks at one time, we cannot concentrate enough on each one. It also takes
more time to finish them.
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|

[General statement] When a person has several things to do, there are two different ways to finish
them. [Specific statement] One is to finish one thing after another. The other is to do every task at the

same time. [Thesis statement] (1)

First, [Topic sentence @] if one conducts multiple tasks at once, he or she cannot do his or her best
on any of the tasks because of decreased efficiency. [Supporting detail @] However, by completing tasks
one after another, one can concentrate more on each one. For instance, when | was a freshman in
college, | happened to take final exams for three different subjects in one day. | had to finish studying
English literature, intermediate Chinese, and general sociology in one day. At that time, | thought that if |
chose to study one subject after another, | might not finish all of them because of limited preparation
time. Therefore, | went back and forth between the three subjects, studying them all at the same time.
Eventually, | failed all of the three tests the next day. Since | was so confused after | studied three
subjects at once, | couldn’t remember anything during the tests. | didn’t learn anything from my study,
and most of the answers | gave on the tests were wrong. [Supporting detail @] From this experience, |
realized that doing several tasks at once is inefficient because you cannot focus well enough on any one

of them to do a good job.

Moreover, [Topic sentence @] (2)

When one finishes several tasks step by step, he or she can complete them more quickly.
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