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Independent Writing
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Independent Writing Directions

The Independent Writing Task or Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience is a 30-minute student-
generated essay, written in response to a given prompt.

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and
support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the
quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of your essay, and
the quality and accuracy of the language you use to express your ideas.

If you finish your essay before time is up, you may click on Next to end this section.

Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television have more
of a negative than positive effect on young people. Use specific reasons and examples
to support your answer.

Using Your Time Wisely

You have 30 minutes for your essay, but in reality you will need to allot time for both planning and revising.
While 5 minutes of planning may seem like a waste of time that would be better spent on the actual essay,
remember that the better prepared you are, the easier it will be to write the essay. Once you have prepared, it

should be fairly easy for you to make the general outline for the essay.

Planning Writing Revising

5 mins. - — 20 mins. e - ) — 5mins. ———}
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The Essay Format

Introduction

3 Body Paragraphs

Conclusion

* Begins with the overall view

* Narrows into the thesis

* Begins with a topic sentence

* Follows with supporting information and examples

* Begins with a summary

* Follows with broad idea

Part A. Independent Writing
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Score Rubric

Possible scores range from 0 (the lowest) to 5 (the highest). Your score will be based on the following rubric:

Score Description

» Addresses the prompt
5 « Is well organized and developed
- Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice

» Addresses the prompt

« Is well organized and developed, though may have unclear connections or digressions

- Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice; errors do not
significantly impact comprehension

» Addresses the prompt

- Is organized and developed, though connections may be unclear at times

- Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice, though may
occasionally lack clarity which influences comprehension

« Does not fully address the prompt

« |s poorly organized and not fully developed

« A number of errors in coherence and sentence variety, and inappropriate word choice
influencing comprehension

* Does not fully address the prompt

« Is not organized with few details and numerous digressions

- Serious and frequent errors in coherence and sentence variety, and inappropriate word
choice significantly affecting understanding

0 - Copies the prompt, is off-topic, written in a foreign language, or consists of random keystrokes

12 o« i WRITING



Converting Your Score

The scores from the Independent and Integrated Writing Prompts are combined to give you the scaled score.
For example, a student who received a 5 and a 4 would have an average score of 4.5. Upon checking the
scale, the student would receive a scaled score of 28 out of 30.

Writing Rubric Mean TOEFL Scaled Score
5.00 30
4.75 29
4.50 28
4.25 27
4.00 25
3.75 24
3.50 22
3.25 21
3.00 20
2.75 18
2.50 N7
2.25 15
2.00 14
1.75 12
1.50 11
1.25 10
1.00 8
0.75 7
0.50 5
0.25 4
0.00 0

Part A. Independent Writing -« 13



CHAPTER

Getting Started

@ Planning the essay

14 «

The first thing you need to do is to read the prompt. While this may sound silly, it is vital that you clearly
understand the topic. Imagine how the student who misreads the prompt is going to feel if halfway through
writing the essay, he finds out that he’'s been writing on the wrong thing! So, take a minute and make sure
you understand what the prompt is asking for.

Question: ©® Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? @ The invention of the Internet
has had negative effects on your civilzation. @ Use specific reasons and examples to
support your opinion.

What is the prompt asking you for?

© Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

This is telling you what kind of essay you are going to write.

@ The invention of the Internet has had negative effects on your civilization.

Read the topic carefully. It's NOT how YOU feel about the Internet, but whether the Internet has had a
POSITIVE or NEGATIVE impact on SOCIETY. Remember that it doesn't matter which position you take;
what matters is which position is easier for you to think of ideas for.

© Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Be careful not to get vague. This will be discussed further in Chapter 3.

Brainstorming

Once you have read and fully understood the question, the next step is to brainstorm. While there are a
number of different brainstorming methods, you will be constrained by time. Thus, the simplest method is to
choose a side and generate as many ideas as you can.

can communicate easier

save time shopping

share information

— ————— has helped society

make learning more fun = " ~ save money
email game

i WRITING



Practice (1)
| 1. Getting Started

For each prompt, write as many ideas about your position as you can in less than 3 minutes.

1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than
parents are on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

e

2 Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that
computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Part A. Independent Writing e 15



3 It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use
spcific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

4 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at
home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

16 - i WRITING



| 1. Getting Started |

5 What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

6 What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

Sy

Part A. Independent Writing
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CHAPTER

Introductions

18 «

The Introduction is obviously the first thing the reader will see, so it is important to start off strongly. Too
often, students will treat the Introduction as something necessary, but not terribly important.
Introductions that are hastily written and poorly organized will end up hurting the overall development of
your essay.

* Begins with the overall view
Introduction
* Narrows into the thesis

Writing Theses

There are two things that an introduction MUST have. First, it needs general statements to either introduce
the topic or give background information on the topic. Second, it needs a thesis. American academic writing
in general, and thus TOEFL-style essay writing, is inductive, which is just a fancy word that means you need
to state your general conclusion first as a thesis statement and follow up with your support. Simply put, if you
don't have a thesis, you don’t have an introduction. No introduction means you don’t have a complete essay
and most likely will get a fairly poor score.

Take a look at the prompt and the brainstorming we did in the previous chapter.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The invention of the Internet has
had negative effects on your civilization. Use specific reasons and examples to support
your opinion.

~ shopping

share information ——— has helped society

X //"'l’ s
make learning more fun - /
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- | 2. Introductions |

The three strongest ideas are colored. Each idea will form one of the three body paragraphs that will make up
the middle of the essay. The thesis is then composed of two main points: the topic and the controlling idea.

T
i t

b v

i, i s o = e i o e - S———

“controlling idea = thesis » ;
SN PR ik

Take a look at the example:

The Internet enables us to communicate more easily and save time and money.
topic controlling ideas

This would be fine if we had just two body paragraphs. You'll see that it is actually expressing two ideas. The
first is that the internet enables us to communicate more easily, and the second is that it saves time and oney.
Remember that you want time and money to be two separate ideas, so the thesis should be more like this.

The Internet enables us to communicate more easily, save time, and save money.

The thesis needs to accomplish two things. The first is to let the reader know your position. The second is to
let the reader know the organization of the body.

Part A. Independent Writing es 19



Practice @

20

Try and make theses for the prompts that you brainstormed on in the previous chapter.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than
parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that
computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use
specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at
home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

i WRITING



| 2.Introductions |

( Writing General Statements

Once you have prepared the thesis, you can add the general statements in order to make the complete
introduction. Take the topic you have been given and try and expand it.

Our prompt is dealing with the impact of the Internet on society. Since the thesis clearly indicates that the
Internet has had a positive effect on society, the rest of the introduction should also have a positive tone. So,
taking the initial idea of the Internet, we can broaden it by discussing not just the Internet but the impact of
technology on society.

For example:

People have always been worried about the impact when new o
o ) ) ) Broad generalization that opens the topic

technology is introduced. For instance, business people are worried

about profits since a new technology can make their company

obsolete. Yet, progress itself is not negative. The positive or  Narrowing the topic, need transitions

negative impact of technology results from how it is used.

@ Putting It Together
The final introduction should look something like this:

People have always been worried about the impact when new

technology is introduced. For instance, business people are worried

about profits since a new technology can make their company
General statements

obsolete. Yet, progress itself is not negative. The positive or

negative impact of technology results from how it is used. One

recent development in technology, the Internet, has both positive

and negative potential. However, overall, | feel that the Internet is

positive for society since it enables us to communicate more  Thesis

easily, save time, and save money.

Part A. Independent Writing -« 21



Write out your own introductions.

1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than
parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

2 Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that
computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and

examples to support your answer.

3 It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use
specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

22 e« i WRITING




| 2. Introductions |

4 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at
home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5 What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

6 What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

Part A. Independent Writing -« 23



Useful L

The following are commonly used expressions for stating reasons and preferences.
1. Some people say that it is most important to protect the environment against pollution.

2. Other people say that it is more important to create jobs, even if pollution is a result.

3. Iagree / disagree with the view that courses in languages make better electives than courses
in the arts.

4. There are several / a number of reasons why I believe that it is more important to increase salaries
for firefighters than to spend money building a new park.

5. There is no doubt in my mind that / There is no question that websites are often more effective
than printed material in conveying information.

6. Itis better / It would be better to stay at one job for years than to switch jobs every few months.
7. My preference is walking to the office instead of taking a bus because the distance is so short.

8. The express train is preferable to local trains because it makes the trip in half the time.

9. It seems clear to me that living in a dormitory on campus is preferable to living off campus.

10. I prefer the view that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information these days.

24 o« i WRITING




2. Introductions

Choose one opinion, and fill in the blanks using the expressions on the page 24.

1. to eat a couple of small meals / to eat one large meal

—p me I say that i f Y is better than

2. listening to music at home / going to a live concert

— in my mind that are often more

enjoyable than

3. getting a job immediately after graduation / taking a few months off for travel

— My preference is

4. to work with a deadline / to work without a deadline

— 1 the view that is better

than

5. taking medicines and seeing a doctor when ill / just resting and waiting to get well

— is to

6. to protect the environment against pollution / to create jobs, even if pollution is a result

— There are why I believe that it is more important

Part A. Independent Writing - « 25



CHAPTER

Body Paragraphs

26 »

Body paragraphs make up the bulk of the essay and support the thesis given in the introduction. The
order of the body paragraphs can influence the reader and in turn influence the score that you will
receive.

Not all body paragraphs are equal. There will always be some supporting ideas that are stronger than
others. In fact, as you brainstorm, you most likely will feel more confident about some ideas than you
will feel about others. You should have three strong ideas for your body paragraphs. However, if you
don’t, they will need to be arranged to maximize their effectiveness.

What you want to do is start off strongly, but you also need to end strongly as well. In general, the
strongest support should be placed last. That means the overall structure should be:
2nd strongest idea

Body Paragraph 3rd strongest idea

Structure

Each body paragraph will have the same basic format.

» Begins with a topic sentence
3 Body Paragraphs
« Follows with supporting information and examples

The topic sentence is the broadest idea of the paragraph. Like a thesis, it defines and limits what will be

discussed, except that the topic sentence limits just one paragraph. Following the topic sentence should be
one or two supporting sentences and then a couple of sentences giving a more specific example.

i WRITING



[ L . R | 3. Body Paragraphs |

( Outlining

Now that you understand the structure, you need to outline the body paragraphs before you write. You
already prepared the ideas for your topic sentences when you made your thesis.

However, overall, | feel that the Internet is positive for society since it enables us to

‘ mmunicate more casily, save time, and save money.
@ (2] ©

Next, you want to briefly expand these ideas. For each body paragraph, you will need to add 2 parts. The
first is to narrow the focus of the topic. The second is to think up a specific example that you can use.

Topic © to communicate more easily = This is the topic for the first body paragraph.

Narrow — email and messaging -~ The topic is vague on purpose. This second line
will make it more specific. If you have trouble

with this step, you may have to change the topic
sentence and make it broader.

Example — studied in the U.S., able to talk with family ~ This is the example that will be used to
and friends illustrate the idea.

@ Putting It Together

Using your outline, you can make your body paragraph. The topic sentence should be just 1 sentence. The
support can be composed of 1 or 2 sentences. The bulk of the paragraph should be the example. Try to use
as many specific details as you can.

1st Body Paragraph

Topic Sentence  One way that the Internet benefits society is that people can communicate much more easily.

Support This is because email and instant messaging have changed the way that people

communicate with each other.

Example | spent a month studying English in America. Even though | went by myself, | wasn't homesick
at all. | was able to send emails every day to my family and friends, and | could include
pictures of my trip. In addition, when | used instant messaging, | could also see my family as
I talked with them, which is much better than just talking over the phone.

Part A. Independent Writing «e 27



Complete the outlines and write the body paragraphs for the other two paragraphs. The topic
sentences are done for you.

1 2nd Body Paragraph

Topic @ to save time

Topic Sentence Another reason is that the Internet saves people time.

Support

Example

28 o« i WRITING



________________________________________________________________________________ o] 3. Body Paragraphs |

2 3rd Body Paragraph

Topic © to save money

Topic Sentence The final reason is that the Internet saves people money.

Support

Example

Part A. Independent Writing - » 29



Write one body paragraph for each of the prompis.

1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than
parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Topic Sentence

Support

Example

2 Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that
computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Topic Sentence

Support

Example

3 It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use
specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

Topic Sentence

Support

Example

30 o« i WRITING



| 3.Body Paragraphs |

4 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at
home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Topic Sentence

Support

Example

5 What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

Topic Sentence

Support

Example

6 What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

Topic Sentence

Support

Example
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The following are commonly used expressions in body paragraphs. They show reasons, supports,
and examples.

1. The first / Another reason for going abroad to study is that it may help you to get a better job after
graduation.

2. This is because the more education you have, the more successful you will be later in life.

3. Therefore / Thus, they will be able to get a job quickly after graduating from college.

4. In addition, consider the story of my friend who had a similar experience.

5. To illustrate this, think of the possibility that a person may have an advanced degree from a universicy
and be unable to get a job.

6. Many people have argued that children should start learning a foreign language when they are very
young.

7. Suppose that / Remember that / Imagine that there are many different levels of meaning in what
looks like a simple story.

8. If / Unless you take this advanced math course next semester, you will have a lot of work ahead of you.

9. To be more specific, those who start learning English in elementary school have less of an accent than
those who don’t start learning English until high school.

10. For example / instance, when I lived abroad, I was able to learn English much faster.
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3. Body Paragraphs

Read the sentences, and fill in the blanks with the most appropriate expressions from the box.

this is because therefore to be more specific

to illustrate this for example suppose that

1. Ithink the most important quality in a friend is a good sense of humor. . i

my best friend always makes me laugh whenever I'm feeling sad.

2. While there is more money available for national projects, there is also much more competition.

, companies that invest in the local economies reap much greater rewards.

3. Private tutoring or academies increases the gap between the rich and poor. ;

not all students will be able to afford the extra tutoring, so they will be at a significant disadvantages.

4. Teachers play a much greater role in a student’s success than other factors. 3

think of how those who need help can always ask the teacher.

5. the benefits of watching television outweighed the harm. Then one would

expect to see the students who watch the most television to receive the best grades.

6. Students enjoy taking classes with teachers who can make the class fun.

the more interested you are in a subject, the better you will do it.
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CHAPTER

The conclusion is the last thing the reader sees, so it is important that you finish strongly. Too often
students are tempted to throw in whatever other ideas they had in an attempt to wrap things up. This
makes the conclusion look disconnected from the rest of the essay. Remember — do NOT introduce
new supporting ideas since that would make it a body paragraph and not a conclusion; also, do NOT
contradict yourself. The conclusion is not the time for you to make any concessions to the opposing
side. Be strong and make sure that the reader has a clear understanding of your position at the end.

Structure

* Begins with a summary
Conclusion
« Follows with broad idea

The first sentence of the conclusion functions like the thesis. In essence, it is just a paraphrase of the thesis.
However, be careful: the two sentences cannot be identical. The sentences following the summary serve as
a call to action: basically, sentences which detail the importance of the topic.

( Putting It Together

34 .

People have always been worried about the impact when new technology is introduced. For instance, business
people are worried about profits, since a new technology can make their company obsolete. Yet progress
itself is not negative. The positive or negative impact of technology results from how it is used. One recent

technology, the Internet, has great positive and negative potential.

By using the previous introduction, you can see how similar the conclusion is to the introduction. The format
of the conclusion should look something like this:

Summary For these reasons, | believe that society has been helped by the invention of the Internet.

Broad Idea As the Internet spreads and becomes more common, its importance to people’s lives
cannot be overstated. But the Internet is not a right, and not all people are able to
access the Internet. Thus, the gulf between the rich and the poor will continue to expand
unless people make the conscious effort to ensure that technology and education are

made available for everyone.
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Practice
| 4. Conclusions

Paraphrase the theses you made on page 20 to make the summaries for the conclusions.

1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than
parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

2 Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that
computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

3 It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use
specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

4 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at
home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5 What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

6 What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
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Practice (2)

Write out your own conclusions.

1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than
parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

2 Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that

computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and

examples to support your answer.

3 It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use

specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.
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| 4. Conclusions

4 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at
home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5 What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

6 What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
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Useful

The following are commonly used expressions for summarizing and concluding essays.

1. Examples like these show why (how) / Reasons like these support the conclusion that smaller
cities are more pleasant places to live than big cities.

2. For these reasons, advertising made this product successful and profitable for its manufacturer.

3. For the reasons above / In conclusion / To conclude, I believe that it is better to rent an apartment
than to own a house.

4. 1Inshort, / In brief, it is necessary to study science and mathematics, but it is more important to study
history and literature.

5. On the whole, / Overall, I believe that it is better to attend a small college than to go to a big
university.

6. Although / Even though this report shows better research, that report is written in a much clearer and
more readable style.

7. Itis wrong to say / It is not to say something is obsolete when it is just out of fashion for a while.

8. This / That is why I think that it is better to stay home and rest rather than to go somewhere on
vacation.
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4, Conclusions
Complete the concluding sentences arranging the broken paris of each sentence and using the
expressions on the page 38.
: I8

will learn / students who work while in school / how to manage their time and energy

— Reasons like these support the conclusion that

2. can be helpful / for education and enjoyment / zoos

— In

3. totake gym classes / students / schools should require

— For

4. books are / something new / the best way students study

— Itis that

5. should limit / their children watch / the amount of television / parents

— I think that

6. for students / while they are in school / to work / it is better

— To , I believe that
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CHAPTER

Coherence and Sentence Variety

Coherence

Coherence literally means “to stick together.” A coherent essay, then, is one in which the sentences flow
together. The reader should have a clear understanding of why each sentence is there and what its purpose
is in the overall paragraph.

@ keyword repetition and pronouns

The two main ways to achieve coherence are: .
@ transitions

e Keywords and Pronouns

The keyword in both of these paragraphs is kimchi. As you read, see how many times you find the word
kimchi and how many times you find pronouns which refer to kimchi.

Kimchi. a traditional Korean food, is popular for two reasons. First of all, kimchi has a unique taste. w
It is very spicy, but kimchi can also be sour. Since Koreans eat a lot of rice, which can be fairly bland,
having kimchi as a side dish makes the meal much more enjoyable. In addition, kimchi is very good for
your health. Scientists have found that the bacteria in kimchi which cause it to ferment also help I
prevent a number of illnesses. Furthermore, eating spicy food like kimchi aids people in losing weight
since people tend to eat more slowly and will also drink more water. In conclusion, kimchi is widely

eaten in Korea for its taste and its health benefits.

Kimchi, a traditional Korean food, is popular for two reasons. First of all, it has a unique taste. It is

very spicy, but it can also be sour. Since Koreans eat a lot of rice, which can be fairly bland, having

it as a side dish makes the meal much more enjoyable. In addition, it is very good for your health. |
| Scientists have found that the bacteria in it that cause it to ferment also help prevent a number \
‘ of illnesses. Furthermore, eating spicy food like ' aids people in losing weight since people tend to

eat more slowly and will also drink more water. In conclusion, it is widely eaten in Korea for its taste

and its health benefits.

Which paragraph did you think was more coherent? If you chose the first one, then you're right. While
there is no specific rule as to how frequently you should use the keyword rather than replacing it with a
pronoun, do so if the pronoun is unclear or if it improves the coherence. When you do use pronouns, make
sure that you always use the same number and person throughout the paragraph. For example, don't shift
from “I" to “we" to “they.”
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Practice (1
,,,,,,, e : | 5. Coherence and Sentence Variety

Rewrite the paragraph. Make sure that the right pronouns are used and that the keyword is
repeated.

Original

The first formal calendar was created by the ancient Egyptians. It was solar and had 12 months in
each year, just like we have today. However, each month had thirty days, so it was off by a couple of
days. The Egyptians had a five-day festival at the end of each year to help realign it, but they ignored
the quarter days of each year. So, it became out of synch, and over time the summer months began to
come earlier and earlier. In addition to this, the Egyptians had a lunar one. This type was based on the
period between full moons. It was about twenty-nine and a half days between full moons. However, the

Egyptians were able to keep it accurate by linking it to the movement of the stars.

Your revision
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® Transitions

Transitions can be used to connect ideas between paragraphs or within the sentence. Transition phrases
and conjunctive adverbs most often appear at the start of a sentence, but they can be used in the middle
or the end. However, they are ALWAYS set off from the sentence by commas. (Note: too is the only
expression on the list that cannot be used at the beginning of a sentence)

« For instance, Jenna was the first student from the school to win the National Science Contest.

« Jenna was, for instance, the first student from the school to win the National Science Contest.

- Jenna was the first student from the school to win the National Science Contest, for instance.
Transition phrases and conjunctive adverbs can also be used to join two sentences. When using them,
you must use both a semicolon and a comma to join the two clauses together.

- Jenna was the first student from the school to win the National Science Contest; however, few

people were surprised to see her do so well.

Purpose Transition Phrases Conjunctive Adverbs
Conclusions In brief
In conclusion
In short
In summary
Indeed
Choices Otherwise
Additions In addition Also
Besides
Furthermore
Moreover
Too
Contrast In contrast However
On the other hand Instead
Nevertheless
Nonetheless
Still
Explanation In fact That is
Indeed
Results As a result Consequently
As a consequence Hence
Accordingly Therefore
Thus
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The original does not have any transition words. Add transitions where you think appropriate.
Make sure to use proper punctuation as well.

Original

Early construction was hindered by technological problems. The first elevators were slow and

j frequently broke down. Companies preferred to have their offices on the first floor. Customers didn't
have to walk up the stairs. Water pumps were not very powerful. People on the top floors had trouble
getting water to use for the sinks or toilets. Most buildings were made of stone or brick. Tall buildings
would require a lot of supporting walls on the first floor. So many walls would make the first floor

unusable. A strong and lightweight material would have to be found before the first skyscrapers could
| be built.

Your revision
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Sentence Variety

Sentence variety means that the writer uses different lengths and types of sentences. Why does this matter?
The types of sentences you use when crafting your essay have the same kind of effect as the pitch you
would use when giving a speech. Obviously, you wouldn't want to give your speech in the same tone over
and over. By that same token, neither do you want to write your essay with the same kinds of sentences over
and over again — don’t bore your audience.

® Types of Sentences
An independent clause is composed of a subject and a verb and expresses a complete idea.

Jack ate dinner.
S Vv

A dependent clause is an independent clause with a subordinate conjunction.

Because Jack ate dinner.

Subordinate conjunction S Vv

It is important to note that dependent clauses, as their names suggests, CANNOT stand by themselves.
They must always be joined to an independent clause.

1. Simple sentences

A simple sentence is one independent clause.

= Jack went to sleep.

« Mary went to the store.

2. Compound sentences

A compound sentence is two or more independent clauses, with a comma and coordinating conjunction.
There are seven coordinating conjunctions. If you have trouble remembering them, just think of FAN

BOYS.

« John visited school, and Sue went home.

« Jerry went home after school, for he knew his mother would be worried.

P A N B o Y S

For And Nor But Or Yet So
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| 5. Coherence and Sentence Variety

3. Complex sentences
A complex sentence is made of one dependent clause and one independent clause. If the dependent
clause comes first, then you must use a comma to separate the two clauses. If the dependent clause
follows the independent clause, then you usually do not use a comma.

- Because I was late for school, the teacher was upset with me.

- Jack overslept for school while his sister Jill did not.

Purpose Comparisons Choices Order Contrast Cause
After
As
Although
As soon as
i Even though As
Subordinate As If Before
} ) . Though Because
Conjunctions Just as Unless Since .
. Whereas Since
Until )
While
When
While

4. Compound-Complex sentences
A compound-complex sentence is made of two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent
clause. This type of sentence is not common, but you should have a few in your essay. Pay attention to

the commas, since it can get confusing.
- George always goes to the cyber café although he has a computer at home, so we like to joke

with him.

- Since Jenna is considered the best student in class, she is frequently asked to help other students, so she

doesn't have much free time.
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The original is composed of only simple sentences. Use coordination and subordination to
improve the original.

Original

Water plays a critical role in life in the desert. Desert plants have special adaptations. The desert has
little water. Most plants get their water from the soil. The plants have deep roots. The plants lose
water through their leaves. Desert plants have very small leaves or no leaves at all. They will use their

stem for photosynthesis. They will store water in the stem. This enables them to store more water.

They have shallow roots to take advantage of quick rains. These happen sometimes in the desert.

Your revision
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Vocabulary does play a role in your writing score. Not only will the examiners look to see if you
use the words correctly, but they will also want to see a variety of different words used.

1 Match the words in bold to the correct definition from the box.

(1) Sports and music are among the most popular extracurricular activities in many
modern public schools.

(2) ) A co-ed school must have a curriculum that is suitable for both male and female
students.
(3) - Students subjected to peer pressure in school may engage in unsafe behavior to

please their friends.
(4) - If you miss class, you will fall behind in your lessons, so attendance is very important.

(5) Learning disabilities such as dyslexia, or difficulty in reading, make school a challenge
for many children.

(6) Tertiary education is a big business in many communities, where a college or
university is economically important.

(7) Learning by (through) trial and error consumes a lot of time but is sometimes very
effective.

(8) As the literacy rate falls, the illiteracy rate rises, and many people become less
employable.

(9) Someone who likes a song will probably learn (know) its lyrics by heart and

remember them for years.

(10) Sometimes it is better to be a jack of all trades than to specialize in a narrow field.

. education at a college or university (SYN higher education)

. being unable to read and write

. mental conditions that influence someone’s ability to learn

. not part of the courses that students do at a school or college

- by trying many different ways of doing something to find the best way

to do something more slowly than other people, who then move ahead of you

- someone who can do many things at a fair level, but is not able to do anything really well

I & m m o O @ >

. school where students of both sexes are educated together

to memorize all of something exactly

=

pressure to do the same thing as other people who are your age so they will like you
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4

2 Match the words in bold to the correct definition from the box.

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

r® Mmoo o P

When his company went bankrupt, he decided to start a new career abroad.

Long ago, tulips became a valuable commodity in Holland, and prices for them soared.

People with this degree get good jobs, so students have an incentive to work hard in
school.

Workers thought their pay was not high enough, so they went (out) on strike for
more money.

Karen is a workaholic who works long hours and hardly ever allows herself to rest.

Because self-employment involves hard work, self-discipline, and sometimes high
risks, it is not for everyone.

The person who is in charge of processing inquiries will have to answer your question.

Maybe you were not cut out for this job, because you seem unhappy with it.

This is a successful company and has been in the black for the last five years.

Overwork can be dangerous, because the stress it produces can cause serious illness.

. one who works most of the time and finds it hard not to work

in a position of responsibility for a certain activity

being profitable/making a profit

. to stop working on purpose due to a disagreement about pay, working conditions, etc
to have the qualities needed for a particular job or activity

. to owe more money than you have

. working for oneself without being employed by a company

. any product that can be bought or sold

|. working too hard or too long

J. to have something that encourages somebody to do something
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3 Match the words in bold to the correct definition from the box.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10

I om Mmoo m »

to have a rule or principle that is unfair because it treats one side differently from another in the
same situation

to do what someone has promised or agreed to do

Part A. Independent Writing

Although we take electricity for granted, we would be in trouble if we ever had to do
without it.
Strong coffee is really not (to) my taste, but I drank a cup of it anyway to please my
host.
Even if you feel under the weather, you should go to the office and put in a day’s work.
The problem is, we all tend to have a double standard of behavior: one standard for
ourselves, and another standard for everyone else.
When Sue was diagnosed with a serious iliness, she accepted the news calmly and
asked the doctor what she should do.
Everyone trusted Sam because when he made a promise to do something, he always
kept his word.
It is easy to adopt a set of principles, but it is usually much harder to put them into
practice in one’s life.
Bill was in (serious) trouble when his professors found out that he had copied part of
a book without citing it as a source.
He exercised every day and was careful to keep/stay in shape, yet he still developed
a major illness.
) Toads have a lot in common with frogs, but they are different animals with their own
distinct characteristics.
. to have a lot of the same interests or characteristics as someone else
. to like something
- to expect something will always be there when you need it and not to appreciate it enough
. to discover what kind of illness someone has [esp. after getting tested)
in a situation with a lot of (serious) problems
to be in a good state of health or to be physically fit
. to actually start to do something
. feeling a little sick orill
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Proofreading

The last 5 minutes of your time should be spent reviewing your essay. Many students make the
mistake of writing until the time is up. However, it's more beneficial if you take the time to go back. If
you take another look at the rubric detailed in the first chapter, you'll see that for an essay to receive a
5, it must meet the following criteria:

Score Description

» Addresses the prompt
5 « |s well organized and developed
- Demonstrates coherence, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice

The final 5 minutes give you a chance to make sure your essay is coherent and well organized and
developed. This is a chance for you to clean up your writing as well as to catch any small spelling or
grammar errors.

Peer Editing

One of the best ways to improve your writing is to write more frequently. However, it can be very difficult to
measure your own writing objectively. Having other people read your essays will enable you to identify your
strengths and weaknesses. In return, you should also look at other students’ essays. Not only will you
become more skilled at finding errors, but you will also become more comfortable with how the evaluators
will judge your work.

There are four main aspects that you need to pay attention to:

= Structure — Are there a clear introduction, body, and conclusion?

» Thesis and supporting ideas — Is there a clear thesis, and is that thesis developed by the body
paragraphs?

= Coherence and cohesion — Does the author use transitions and stay on topic?

= Grammar and vocabulary — Does the author use appropriate words and grammar?
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Practice (1)
| 6. Proofreading

Read the essay below and correct all the spelling, grammar, and logic errors you can find.
(Hint: 13 errors)

Some people say that reading a book for the second time is the most interesting than reading it for
the first time. Other people say that the first reading is more interesting than a second reading. I
agrees with the view that reading a book for the first time is more enjoyable than reading it agian

because it is more exciting to learn new things and more informative.

First, when you read a book for the first time, you have never read them before. This means that you
discover many new things. Learnng new things is exciting. They seem less exciting; however, when
you read about them a second time. So, reading a book for the first time is more enjoyable because

of the pleasure of discovering new things.

Second, the first reading of a book is often the more informative. We learn more from a book during
the first reading than we learn during a latest reading. To illustriate why this is so, think of books that
you have read more than once. Did you get more information from them the first time you read them,
or the seccond time? Probably, the first reading was more informative than the second. The second
time, you reread much information that you have read already, so you get less information. Fewer

books are more informative when you read them a second time.

Of cours, there are books that you can benfit from reading over and over because they contain too
much information to absorb completely in a single reading. That's why many people agree that
reading books again can be helpful. So, I would say there is no question that reading a book for the

first time is more interesting than reading it for the second time.
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( Putting It Together

On the TOEFL, this essay would most likely receive a fairly high score. Let's take a more detailed look.

People have always been worried about the impact when new technology is
introduced. For instance, business people are worried about profits since a Structure
new technology can make their company obsolete. Yet, progress itself is not
negative. The positive or negative impact of technology results from how it is
used. One recent technology, the Internet, has great positive and negative
potential. However, overall, I feel that the Internet is positive for society

since it enables us to communicate more easily, save time, and save money .

There are a clear introduction,
three body paragraphs, and a
clear conclusion.

One way that the Internet benefits society is that people can much
communicate more easily . This is because email and instant messaging have
changed the way that people communicate with each other. For example, I
spent a month studying English in America. Even though I went by myself, 1 Thesis and supporting ideas

wasn’t homesick at all. I was able to send emails every day to my family and The thesis is found at the end
friends, and I could include pictures of my trip. In addition, when I used of thetintroduction. It is
instant messaging, I could see my family as I talked with them, which is

much better than just talking over the phone.

specific, and the body
paragraphs follow the order
laid out in the thesis. See the
Another reason is that the Internet saves people time . To be more specific, highlighted parts.
people are able to get the information they need much more quickly. For

instance, my dad told me that when he was young, it took him an hour to get

to the library. Thus, when he needed to study, he would waste nearly the

entire day traveling to and from the library to get the material he needed. In

contrast, I can use the Internet and get the information I need in a matter of

minutes. Coherence and cohesion

- - - There are numerou
Ihe final reason is that the Internet saves people money . This is because EheiBrEIEIIBEaR=

people can shop online to purchase their goods. To illustrate this, think of a
traditional store. The shopkeeper has to rent a large store in a nice
neighborhood to attract customers. The money he spends on rent and his
employees’ salaries is recovered by charging more for the products. Yet, if

transitions and good flow. See
the colored words. The author
also avoids digressions.

the shopkeeper sold his goods online, he wouldn’t have to worry about those
costs and so would be able to charge much less. Thus, both the customer and
the shopkeeper are able to save money by shopping online.

Grammar and vocabulary
For these reasons, 1 believe that society has been helped by the invention of

. The grammar is consistent,
the Internet. As the Internet spreads and becomes more common, its

with no errors that impact the

importance to people’s lives cannot be overstated. But the Internet is not a comprehension of the essay.
right, and not all people are able to access the Internet. Thus, the gulf The vocabulary is used
between the rich and the poor will continue to expand unless people make appropriately, although itis a
the conscious effort to ensure that technology and education are made bit repetitive.

available for all people.
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l 6. Proofreading

Read the sample essays and mark how well the essays meet the requirements. (1=very poor,
2=poor, 3=0K, 4=good, 5=very good). Then give what you think the overall score should be.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television have more
of a negative than positive effect on young people. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

1 Response A

These days, many people have argue that movies and television have more of a negative than positive
effects on young people. However, | disagree with the view that the overall effect of movies and
television on the behavior of the young has been more negative than positive. There are several reason

why | hold this opinion.

First, it is hard to find a motion picture or television program in which negative behaviors is praised
and rewarded. In my experience, the rule is that a movie or TV show is, in effect, a morality play where
virtue is rewarded and crime is punished. Think of your own experience of watching television and motion
pictures. Can you remember more than one or two instances where real evil — that is, murder, armed

robbery, or whatever — was shown in a way that made young people want to imitate it.

Also, remember that movie and television viewing usually occurs within the context of family life. Unless
a family has many problems, it rewards the positive behavior of children and discourages negative

behavior. In this way, negative influences from entertainment are reduced or cancelled out. If this is not
the case in family, then we could say the overall negative effect comes from the home environment, not

from entertainment.

Reasons like these support the conclusion that we can hardly blame movies and television for having,
overall, a negative influence on the young. Therefore, there is no doubt in my mind that we cannot say

movies and television have a negative effects on the behavior of young people.

Does it fully address the prompt?

Is it well-organized and developed?

Does it have coherence?

Does it demonstrate sentence variety and appropriate word choice?

Does it use proper grammar and spelling?
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W w w w w w
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Overall Score
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2 Response B

negative. | agree that its usually negative.

]
Movies and television has importance effects. Soemtimes these effects are positive and other times ’
|
I like movies and televisions. | watch programs all day but my mom angry. If | doesn't finsih homeworks ‘

then she very angry. When there is a good televisions | cant see my work. | want to watch. So, | can get

trouble from my mom.

When | don't see the movie, | study hardly. | get good grades. My mom is happy and | am happy. 5o,

movies and television has bad effects.

Does it fully address the prompt?

Is it well-organized and developed?

Does it have coherence?

Does it demonstrate sentence variety and appropriate word choice?

Does it use proper grammar and spelling?

L U SO =
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Overall Score

3 Response C

Every people likes movies and television. There are many different kinds shows. Funny shows, scary
shows, and so on. So, there are shows for all people. First, movies help make relaxed. And second,

television is good for family.

Firs of all, movies are funny. | have stresses. | go see a fun movie, then | relex. Will you worry about

schoolworks if you have fun? | bet you don’t. Me too. That's why movies are fun.

Second, television makes familys close. My mom and dad and cousin sister all like the same shows. So,
every sunday night time we watch togther and have funny. Althugh my dad is busy | can feel close him
when we laugh together. So, television is good for my family.

As a conclusion, | think movies and television are good. People should see when they can and enjoy.

Does it fully address the prompt?

Is it well-organized and developed?

Does it have coherence?

Does it demonstrate sentence variety and appropriate word choice?

Does it use proper grammar and spelling?
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Overall Score
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Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why is music important to
many people? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

Qutline
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Test 2

Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: Some students like classes where teachers lecture (do all of the talking) in class. Other students
prefer classes where the students do some of the talking. Which type of class do you prefer?
Give specific reasons and details to support your choice.

Outline
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Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child's development.
What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to
support your choice.

Outline
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Test 4

Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games teaches us about life.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

OQutline
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| Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
‘ Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an
important decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Outline

64 o - i WRITING



o SACICIS

Part A. Independent Writing -« 65



Test 6

Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.
Typically, a good essay for the independent topic will require that you write 300-350 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to
learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Outline
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Integrated Writing

Chapter 1. Getting Started

Chapter 2. Note-taking for Reading
Chapter 3. Note-taking for Listening
Chapter 4. Structuring Responses

Chapter 5. Coherence and Sentence Variety
Chapter 6. Proofreading

Progressive Test 1~6




Integrated Writing Directions

The Integrated Writing Task, or Writing Based on Reading and Listening, is a 20-minute essay that tests your
ability to understand important ideas from an academic reading passage and a lecture. There are a couple of
key points that you need to pay attention to. The first is that you will have the chance to see the reading
again. However, do not rely upon that, as you cannot afford to cut into your writing time. Second, the essay is
NOT asking for your personal opinion, meaning that if you do not pay attention to the reading and lecture, you

will have nothing to write about.

For this task, you will read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will
show how much time you have to read. You may take notes on the passage while you read. The
passage will then be removed and you will listen to a lecture about the same topic. While you listen,
you may also take notes. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to
write. You may also use your notes to help you answer the question.

Then you will have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship
between the lecture you heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as
possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not ask you
to express your personal opinion. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.

Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of

the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember it will be available to you again when
you write. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on
until the lecture is over.

Directions: You will have 20 minutes to plan, write, and revise your response to a reading passage and
a lecture on the same topic. First, read the passage and take notes. Then, listen to the
lecture and take notes. Finally, write your response to the writing question. Typically, a good
response will require that you write 150-225 words.

' Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on

points made in the reading.
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Using Your Time Wisely

You will have 20 minutes for your essay. Just as in the Independent Writing Task, you will need to allot time
for planning and revising.

Planning Writing Revising

2 mins. 16 mins. 2 mins.

The Essay Format

» Summary of the speaker’s position

Introduction
- Relationship of the lecture to the reading
» Summary of speaker’s first point
1st Body Paragraph
» Tie to the reading
» Summary of speaker's second point
2nd Body Paragraph
- Tie to the reading
» Summary of speaker’s third point
3rd Body Paragraph

« Tie to the reading

Note that there may not always be three body paragraphs. The number of paragraphs will depend upon the
number of points given by the speaker. There will generally be two or three. However, on occasion there may

be four, but there will never be just one.
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Score Rubric

Possible scores range from 0 (the lowest) to 5 (the highest). Your score will be based on the following rubric:

Score

i WRITING

Description

* Successfully selects the important information from the lecture
* Accurately ties the information in the lecture to the reading
* Is well organized and developed

* Selects the important information from the lecture, but may omit or fail to accurately describe
a minor point

* Ties the information in the lecture to the reading but may be imprecise on a minor point

* Grammar and usage errors do not detract from the clarity and cohesiveness of the ideas

Contains important information from the lecture and connects it to the reading, but has one or
more of the following problems:

* Ties to the reading are vague or unclear
* Omits or misrepresents a key point made in the lecture
* Grammar and/or usage errors that detract from the clarity and cohesiveness of the essay

Contains some important information from the lecture and connects it to the reading, but has
one or more of the following problems:

* Significantly misrepresents or omits the connection between the lecture and reading

* Omits or is inaccurate about a significant portion of the lecture

* Grammar and/or usage errors that obscure the meaning of key points

Contains one or both of the following problems:

* Has little or no relevant content from the lecture

* Grammar and/or usage significantly inhibits comprehension

* Copies the prompt, is off-topic, written in a foreign language, or consists of random keystrokes



Converting Your Score

The scores from the Independent and Integrated Writing Prompts are combined to give you the scaled score.

For example, a student who received a 5 and a 4 would have an average score of 4.5. Upon checking the

scale, the student would receive a scaled score of 28 out of 30.

Writing Rubric Mean
5.00
4.75
4.50
4.25
4.00
3.75
3.50
3.25
3.00
2.75
2.50
2.25
2.00
1.75
1.50
1.25
1.00
0.75
0.50

0.25
0.00

TOEFL Scaled Score

30
29
28
27
25
24
22
21
20
18
17
15
14
12

11

-t
o

[@ 2N (&} ~ @
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CHAPTER

Getting Started

@ Planning your essay

74

The key to your essay is to understand what the prompt is asking you for. Basically, there are three types of
prompts.

Question: © Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, @ explaining how they cast
doubt on points made in the reading.

\ Question: ® Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, @ explaining how they illustrate
L points made in the reading.

— =
\ Question: © Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, @ explaining how they are
similar to or different from points made in the reading.

What are the prompts asking you for?

© Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard.

This is the same for every prompt. This is just reminding you that the focus of your essay needs to be the
lecture and not the reading.

@ Explaining how they cast doubt / illustrate / are similar to or different from the points made in
the reading.

Simply put, the speaker will either agree, disagree, or do a bit of both in his or her lecture. While this
should be fairly obvious as you listen to the lecture, you can never be sure, so pay attention to the
question. If it differs from what you thought, then you may have misread the passage or misunderstood
the speaker.
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ | 1. Getting Started

() Summarizing

In order for you to manage your time, it is important that you are able to summarize what you read and hear.
You have to be able to identify what the key parts are.

® Reading example

The key ideas are colored in the passage and then summarized on the right. At the bottom is the complete

summary.
| Reading Passag Summary
When Europeans first reached North America is a matter of Europeans arrived in North America in
debate. The traditional story is that European explorers first the late 15th century.
arrived there in the late 15th century, but that view is now
rejected. Archeology has provided solid evidence that seafarers
from northern Europe, commonly known as Vikings, reached Vikings came long before.
North America centuries before then, although these early
visitors did not establish permanent settlements there. There is
a possibility that certain Europeans arrived in North America still It is possible that other Europeans came
earlier, but undeniable proof of such ancient voyages from earlier.
Europe to America is lacking. This much, however, is certain: by It is certain that Europeans arrived in
the early 16th century, Europeans had realized a lasting North America in the 16th century and

" " ) had effects there.
presence in North America, and that presence would increase — =

slowly at first, and later in a flood of exploration, conquest, and

immigration.

Complete summary

Once, it was thought that Europeans first came to North America in the late 15th century, but now
we know that that is not true. Vikings from northern Europe visited North America long before then.
Possibly, other Europeans made trips to North America even earlier, but this is not certain. We do
know, however, that many more Europeans arrived in North America in the 16th century and later.
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® Listening example

Listen to the following short lecture. The key ideas are colored in the script and then summarized on the

right. At the bottom is the complete summary. Pies I
Summary
Such an excessive workload may have more than one possible Explanations for an excessive workload
explanation. One scenario is that the person simply likes the job Enjoying the job: expression of one’s

and enjoys spending time at it. A self-employed artisan, for personality

example, may enjoy his or her art so much that its practice

occupies almost the whole day. In a like manner, the founder

and CEO of a company may essentially live at work because the Workaholic: job equals identity
company is an expression of his personality. Another reason for

“workaholism” is that the workaholic defines himself or herself

by job performance and equates the job with his or her identity.

Therefore, the longer and harder the workaholic works, the Work for self-image

better his or her self-image becomes.

Complete summary

There are many possible explanations such as enjoying the job or that the company is part of one's
personality. Also, workaholice become tied to their jobs, so when they work hard, their self-image

improves.
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Practice

| 1. Getting Started |

Read the passages. For each paragraph, underline the key points and then summarize them on

the right.

1 summary

How do schools adapt to a multicultural society?
Countries around the world face this issue as individual
societies become globalized through immigration. The
traditional approach has been: let minorities and
immigrants adapt to the mainstream, native culture,
including its school curriculum, taught in the majority’s
native language.

This works, but only when the multiculturalism is limited
and localized. When a society becomes multicultural
beyond a certain point, strains start to show, and difficult
decisions must be made about education policies.
English, for example, was once the predominant
language throughout the country. Now, however, English
has strong competition from Spanish, as Hispanic
immigration increases the country’s Spanish-speaking
population.

Imagine that half the students in a district speak Spanish
as their first language and resist learning English. Should
a curriculum in English be imposed on them, or should
schools have a separate curriculum in Spanish? A middle
course might be to try teaching in both languages at
once, but that would be problematic, to say the least.

This is a highly controversial issue in many school
districts. Schools wish the problem would go away, but it
will not. On the contrary, it promises to get worse and
worse. As it does, a solution seems ever more distant.
Add cultural differences to the language controversy, and
the prospects for schools look even bleaker.
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2 Summary

One controversial business practice of recent years has
been “offshoring.” Companies in developed countries,
where labor is expensive, move facilities, operations, and
jobs offshore, to countries where labor costs are
comparatively small. As a result, workers in developed
countries lose employment. Displaced from work, the
workers are upset and complain. They argue that
workers abroad have an unfair advantage because the
cost of living there is lower, so that people can afford to
work for much lower wages. For example, a company
hires several engineers in India for the cost of one
engineer in the United States. This, workers in developed
countries claim, discriminates against them unfairly.
They cannot help it that they live where wages and living
costs are high. Why should they suffer for that reason?

Companies, however, can also cite “fairness” to defend
offshoring. Companies must make profits to survive. To
do that, they need to cut expenses as much as possible.
Since wages are major expenditures, it pays to hire
people where labor is cheap. Moreover, foreign workers
have excellent skills. Engineers in India can do jobs as
well as Americans can. Would it be fair to companies if
they were forced to hire expensive workers in developed
countries when workers abroad — who need the jobs just
as much — cost far less?

Both arguments, for offshoring and against it, are
defensible. People need jobs, but their employers must
make profits to pay wages. There is “fairness,” then, on
both sides. The question is, whose definition of it will
prevail?
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Birth defects are common problems. They may be so
slight that a person never notices them throughout his or
her life, or they may appear during childhood in dramatic
ways.

Although many congenital defects found in children are
so minor that they go unnoticed, others can be very
serious. Among the most frequently seen are congenital
defects of the heart. More than 30 kinds of such heart
defects in children are known. Together, these
abnormalities affect approximately 25,000 babies born
each year in the United States, or about one in 120.

Many of these conditions result in problems with blood
flow in or around the heart. A newborn baby may turn
blue because the body cannot get enough oxygen
through the blood. In other cases, however, defects are
less apparent and may take time to be detected and
diagnosed. A child who is not gaining weight normally
several weeks after birth, for example, may have a heart
problem.

Early detection of congenital heart defects in children is,
of course, important. Many cases of congenital heart
disease can be diagnosed using ultrasound during
pregnancy. Once a heart problem is diagnosed, various
treatments may be utilized. One approach is surgery. A
child with a defective heart may require an operation to
correct the problem and ameliorate blood flow.
Medication may be prescribed. In short, a range of
remedies, surgical and otherwise, is available.

| 1. Getting Started |

Summary
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Optical illusions occur when we perceive visual images
that actually are not as we perceive them to be. Other
ways to express this are to say, "What you see is not
what you think you see,” or “You can't believe your
eyes.” In optical illusions, a perception does not conform
to an objective measurement. One of two lines may
appear to be longer than the other, even though

measurement shows them to be exactly the same length.

Two colored areas in a picture may look lighter or darker
than one another, although they can be proven to have
identical coloration. A basketball seen in one setting may
look much bigger in a different setting, although the
basketball is the same size in both cases.

How do optical illusions occur? Sometimes they are
physiological in character. In other words, they result
from certain processes in our bodies. An example is the
spot that forms momentarily in your vision after you see
a flash of very bright light. The perception of a “green
spot” immediately following the flash is an illusion
produced as your eyes adjust to a sudden, excessive
stimuius.

More subtle and interesting are cognitive illusions. Here,
the illusion occurs as you interpret visual input in an
incorrect or ambiguous way. Maybe you have seen the
famous picture of an animal that appears to be either a
rabbit or a duck, depending on how you interpret the
image. The animal’s head has two long extensions. In
one interpretation, they become the rabbit’s ears. In
another interpretation, they become the duck’s upper
and lower bills. The actual image remains unchanged,
but cognitive illusion creates two different interpretations
of it.

i WRITING

Summary



5

l"',r;_n TG P L

£y

Many people hope we can develop new technologies that
make energy available but do not harm the environment.
Ideal sources of energy will reverse damage that has
been done to the environment, or at least prevent more
damage from happening. The reality is, however, that
almost any and every technology harms the
environment. To illustrate, consider plans for using
hydrogen as fuel. It has been argued that we could
eliminate pollution created by the use of coal, oil, gas, or
nuclear power if we changed to using hydrogen as fuel
instead.

In principle, hydrogen has advantages. Hydrogen is a
clean fuel. That is, the only product of burning hydrogen
is ordinary water. Moreover, in the form of water,
hydrogen is everywhere already. Water covers most of
the world’s surface. To “mine” hydrogen, we need only
separate the hydrogen atoms from the oxygen atoms in
water. After the hydrogen fuel is burned, the water thus
produced returns eventually to lakes, rivers, and seas. In
theory, then, we would never run out of hydrogen. It
would be an inexhaustible fuel.

Arguments in favor of hydrogen fuel, however, ignore
some major problems. For example, hydrogen is not
truly a clean fuel. Because the hydrogen and oxygen
atoms in water are bound together strongly, much
energy is needed to separate them and extract the
hydrogen. That energy must have a source, which
probably would be coal, oil, gas, or nuclear energy. All
those energy sources create pollution. Therefore, it would
be impossible to extract hydrogen from water without
releasing pollution too. That means that the dream of
perfectly “clean” hydrogen fuel is only a dream, and
probably will remain so.

| 1. Getting Started |

Summary
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organize them into a summary on the right.

All right, let’s talk about corporate sponsorship of schools.
When it's done properly, it benefits both parties. Of course,
schools benefit from donations of money or supplies.
Corporate donations are an important source of money for
schools. Such contributions may make the difference
between some students attending school or being unable to
do so. With money from corporations, schools can offer
scholarships and build new infrastructure.

Meanwhile, corporations also benefit from this arrangement.
They may use contributions to schools as a way to reduce the
taxes they have to pay. Companies may also use donations
to get attention for themselves. A large gift to a school is
great for public relations, because the donor becomes known
as a good “corporate citizen” through supporting education.
What else? Well, another benefit is to guarantee a continuous
supply of well-educated, highly qualified workers for
corporations.

This is especially important in our time, when a well-educated
work force is essential to a prosperous economy. Hmm ... it
is not just a coincidence that the countries with the highest
income per person also have the most highly educated
populations. Education equals prosperity. Therefore,
corporations that support education also support the
economy which supports them.

Some corporations may go so far as to support entire
schools. This policy is expensive but may be needed to
provide the highly specialized training which some businesses
require, but which ordinary schools are not able to provide.
Of course, all corporate contributions to schools require
careful planning. Donations made carelessly may do no one
any good. In view of the long-term payoff, however,
corporations profit from helping schools, just as schools have
a strong interest in encouraging contributions from
corporations. In the long run, everyone wins.
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Let’s talk about snack food, shall we? As many of you
know, potato chips are big business. Americans eat
almost 3 kg of the salty snack per person each year. That
translates into an industry that employs more than
60,000 people and brings in about six billion dollars in
annual sales. But how did it begin?

According to one story, the potato chip was born one day
in 1853 in Saratoga, New York. A customer at a resort
there complained about the fried potatoes he was
served. He said they were too moist, too thick, and too
light on salt.

This comment made the cook angry. He decided to give
the man what he craved — and he went to extremes.
The cook sliced some potatoes as thinly as possible, fried
them until they were brown, added huge amounts of salt,
and gave a plate of them to the hard-to-please diner.
The customer loved them ... and, well, so did lots of
other people. Mass production followed. A potato chip
factory opened in Ohio in the 1890s. Soon, factories
across the United States were turning out potato chips.

If one person could be called “Mr. Potato Chip,” however,
that person would probably be one Herbert Lay, who, in
1932, started a company in Tennessee to distribute
potato chips.

His company’s name — Lay’s — became almost
synonymous with the product. Lay's Chips became the
first brand name to be marketed successfully on a
national scale. In 1944, Lay’s also became the first snack
food maker to buy commercials in the then-new medium
of television. Now Lay's is part of the food multinational
Frito-Lay. Hmm ... not bad for an angry cook’s idea,
wouldn't you say?

| 1. Getting Started |

Summary
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Are you an Internet addict? Some people think there
really is such an illness. It is called “Internet addiction
disorder,” or IAD. Let’s talk about it.

People began talking about IAD in the mid-1990s. It
resembled “pathological gambling,” in which people
become addicted to gambling, and the addiction ruins
their lives. Likewise, some people spend too much time
online. The Internet dominates their lives. They go
through “withdrawal” — that is, feel nervous or sick — if
they are deprived of it. Withdrawal symptoms may
include depression and even, um, making involuntary
typing motions with the fingers. Problems like these can
interfere with work and personal relationships.

Not everyone thinks IAD really exists. Some experts
think there is a difference between IAD and disorders like
pathological gambling. A gambling addiction does great
harm to the gambler and his or her family. So-called
Internet addiction is usually less destructive. Besides,
you can argue that people can get addicted to certain
websites and activities on the Internet, but not to the
Internet itself. In the same way, someone could get
addicted to gambling but not to, say, the city where the
gambling takes place.

But some people treat IAD as real. China, for example,
set up a military-style boot camp, a really tough
treatment center run by the army, to help young Chinese
Internet addicts.

By the way, this issue is not important just to patients
and doctors. It is important to insurance companies, too.
If IAD is defined as a disorder, insurance companies
might have to pay for its treatment in some cases. In a
society full of Internet addicts, that could mean... well,
big money.
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Today, 1'd like to pick up on the point made in the
reading about alternative energy sources. While the
points the reading makes are fairly old, they aren’t much
different than that of the points made today.

The most popular alternative energy source today is
biofuel. This is basically like gas that is created using
plants such as corn or sugar cane. The main advantages
of this are the lack of pollution and the ease with which it
can be integrated into the existing society. However,
both reasons are actually not true.

First, while the use of biofuel doesn’t cause pollution, the
production of it does. Farmers use tractors to grow the
corn or plants. Also, the process of converting the plants
into biofuel is very harmful to the environment, as a lot
of water is needed and a lot of waste is produced. Then
there is the added concern about rising food prices. You
see, if farmers can make more money selling their corn
to biofuel refineries, then the cost to the consumer will
increase, since there will be less corn on the market.
While you may think that would be small, corn is actually
used in a large number of processed foods. Not to
mention that many farmers also give corn to their
animals. Thus, the cost of beef and chicken will also
increase.

Now, the other myth is that it will be easy to add biofuel,
since many cars can be designed to use it, too. While
that is partially true, biofuel is actually very bad for
engines and is very difficult to store. So, if you live far
away from a refinery that makes biofuel, the quality of
fuel you get will be much worse.

| 1. Getting Started |
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CHAPTER

Note-taking for Reading

86 =

You will have 3 minutes to read the passage, which will be approximately 250 words long. While the
passage will reappear during the 20-minute writing portion, you do not want to waste that time by
rereading the passage. You will be able to get through the passage within that time by summarizing the
information you read and taking good notes.

Note-taking

As you learned in the previous chapter, summarizing will help you to identify what the most important ideas
are in the passage. However, you will not have the time to actually write those ideas down when taking the
real test. When you take notes, you should take those ideas and organize and compress them so that they
can be easily understood.

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with common shorthand for taking notes. If you want to create your own
symbols, feel free to do so; however, make sure that you are consistent in their use so that you won't get
confused later.

< Common Shorthand for Note-taking >

+, & and — cause, lead to
# not equal # number
= equal P money
X not, no therefore
> more than because
< less than = more or less
T increase e.g. for example
1 decrease ete. and so on
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Eco-labeling is a process in which a product that meets certain
environmental standards has a label on its packaging that tells
the consumer the product is environmentally friendly. For
example, a notebook that is made of recycled paper will have an
eco-label somewhere on its cover. While the intention of the eco-
label system is to promote environmentally friendly production
practices, it is largely ineffective for a number of reasons.

First, most consumers are largely unaware of the system. When
asked, many buyers are unaware of what an eco-label is, what it
signifies, or where it can be found on a product. Furthermore,
even when consumers are aware of the eco-labeling system, the
large majority of those consumers do not take the ecolabel into
consideration when making a purchase, as consumers are
typically far more concerned with the cost of a product. As a
result, eco-labels are ineffective in encouraging consumers to
buy more environmentally friendly products.

Another drawback to the eco-labeling system is that it is
generally only used by small, local businesses. Small businesses
that operate in a particularly environmentally conscious area
may choose to use eco-labels. The environmental impact of
these small companies, however, is minimal compared to that of
large multi-national corporations, few of which use eco-labels.

Finally, eco-labeling puts companies at a significant market
disadvantage. The process of eco-labeling is expensive and
drives up the cost of a product. The company must then either
decide to take a smaller profit share in order to offset the cost,
or pass on the cost to the consumer, which will hurt the
company'’s sales.

Complete summary

.| 2. Note-taking for Reading |

Notes

The author’s main point

Eco-labeling

— for envr. Frdly prdcts e.g. notebook
—good intnt

— X effect

First point

— Most ppl X aware, X take serious
— ppl concern cost
— X effect

Second point

— Only used by small, local biz
—in envr. consc areas
— min impact

Third point

Disadvan to compnies

— process $$

— profit | or customer cost
~hurt sales

Eco-labeling is environmentally friendly. For example, these labels will be seen on notebooks. The intentions

are good but not effective. First, most consumers are unaware of eco-labels. So, they do not take them

into consideration and are more concerned with cost. Thus, eco-labels are ineffective. Next, eco-labels

are only used by small, local businesses in environmentally conscious areas; this makes the impact on

the environment minimal. Finally, eco-labels put companies at a disadvantage since the process is

expensive. Companies must choose between smaller profits or greater cost to the consumer. This hurts

the company's sales.

Part B. Integrated Writing

« 87



Read the passages and underline the most important points. Complete the notes on the right,
and summarize the passage at the bottom.

At least three generations have grown up on video

entertainment. Another generation of children has grown to

adulthood using the Internet, with its heavy reliance on text
messaging and abbreviations such as “b4” for “before” and “18r”

for “later,” and graphics like : ™) to express feelings. This is, in a

sense, the new literacy, or what passes for literacy. When a child
or adolescent spends six or seven hours per day absorbing video
images or surfing the Internet, however, what happens to
traditional literacy — the ability to read and write? Unless the

people in charge of education are very careful, it will suffer. It is

suffering now.

As late as the 1960s, reading and writing skills remained

essential in basic education. Ordinary students were expected to
be able to write a short essay successfully. They also were taught
to read and understand text at least as advanced as a newspaper
article. Any performance below this was considered substandard.
In short, one learned to read and write, or failed in school. Any

child who was still reading at the fifth-grade or sixth-grade level
by grade 11 or 12 was thought to have a grave problem.

Those days of higher expectations for literacy were also times of

better discipline. Learning to read and write the old-fashioned
way taught students to follow certain rules — in language, in

school, and, by extension, in society overall. Now, as “new
literacy” predominates, discipline and skills in reading and writing

are both in decline. Was there a vital link between old-fashioned
literacy and disciplined, civilized behavior? Some observers think
so. They suggest that traditional literacy was much more
important than we once presumed.

Complete summary

Notes

The author’s main point

Importance of old-style literacy

— 3 generations: video entertainment
»Internet using - text msg, abb.
e.g. b4, 1&r, :*) = new literacy

—then: trad. literacy?

First point
In 12609

- : essential edu.
e.qg. short essays, paper articles

— if not able? Substandard & failed

Second point

Higher expectations

. students follow rules
New literacy = reading & writing skills .

literacy - civilized behavior
=> more important than we thought

Three generations have grown up on video entertainment. The current generation uses the Internet, text

messaging, and abbreviations to express their feelings. This is the new literacy, but as a result,

traditional literacy suffers.
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2. Note-taking for Reading |

Notes

Most people remember the dot-com bubble of the late 1990s. The author's main point
This bubble occurred between about 1995 and 2000, when stock Dot-com bubble (1995-2000)
markets showed a rapid increase in value due to growth in the (]

then-new Internet sector. Internet-based companies, or “dot- " Internet sector growth
coms,” tried to increase their market share without paying much — w/o actual profit — unhusual
attention to net income, or actual profit. This strategy went — result: bubble — burst

against conventional business practice, which is to pay attention
to the bottom line. The results were soaring stock prices and
speculation by individuals — in short, a “bubble.” When the dot-
com bubble burst, the effects were felt everywhere, and a
recession followed.

This phenomenon is nothing new in the history of business. It First point

has happened many times before, in many different places, Examples in history

involving everything from flowers to toys. The famous stock many times: flowers > toys
market crash of 1929, which marked the start of the worldwide - in 1929
Great Depression of the 1930s, represented a bubble’s collapse. = Great Depression (1950s)
Japan had a real estate bubble in the 1980s. It also collapsed —Japan: ____ (1980s)

with painful results.

Wherever bubbles happen, however, the causes are the same: Second point
greed, over-optimism, and recklessness. The price of a commodity Cause:

rises to very high levels that no longer have any connection to

realities such as the actual benefit one receives from it. Process: price 7 T w/o actual benefit
Speculation drives more speculation in a process which continues, » epeculation -
thus pushing prices ever higher. This process creates the so-called =>price T 1~

bubble. It cannot, however, keep going indefinitely. At some point, ~ Result: reality — no will to pay
reality takes over. Buyers are no longer willing to pay ever- price . . .
increasing prices. When that moment arrives, prices suddenly

drop to where they should be, the bubble bursts, and the outcome

is financial ruin, as vast amounts of wealth are destroyed.

Complete summary
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Genetic modification of foods is not a new practice. It has been
practiced for thousands of years under the name of “selective
breeding.” Animals and plants were chosen because they had
traits that humans found useful. Some animals were larger and
stronger than others, or they yielded more food, or they had
some other trait that humans valued. Therefore, they were bred
because of those traits. Individuals with those traits were
brought together and allowed to breed in the hope that their
offspring would have the same traits in greater measure.

Much the same thing was done with plants. To produce bigger
or sweeter fruit, or grow more grain per unit of land, strains of
plants were combined and recombined to produce hybrids, or
crossbreeds that had the desired traits in the right
combinations. All the while, however, biologists wondered: is
there a more direct and versatile way to change the traits of
plants and animals? Could we rewrite, so to speak, the heredity
of organisms to make them serve our needs better?

In the 20th century, genetic modification made such changes
possible at last. Now, it was possible to alter the genetic code
without using the slow and uncertain process of selective
breeding. It even became possible to blend plants and animals
genetically: to insert animal genes into plants, for example, in
order to give the plants a certain trait they ordinarily would
lack, such as resistance to freezing. The result was a
tremendous potential to change the very nature of biology.

Complete summary
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For decades, the question has been debated: is human
intelligence uniquely human, or is it instead capable of being
replicated artificially in a computer? Could a computer be
intelligent by human standards?

There was no consensus about the answer. To help resolve this
uncertainty, 20th century British mathematician Alan Turing
proposed what is now called the “Turing test.” If a computer
can imitate a human successfully (that is, if the computer can
demonstrate behavior indistinguishable from that of a human),
Turing suggested, then the machine is intelligent.

Here is how the Turing test would work in practice. Imagine a
human investigator arranges to communicate, through an
interface using a computer keyboard and monitor, with two
other entities. One of the two entities is another human. The
second entity is a computer. The investigator asks questions or
submits other messages that require responses from the two
other entities. If the computer’s responses cannot be
distinguished from the human’s, then the investigator has to
conclude that the computer is intelligent. In that case, the
computer qualifies as intelligent because it has passed itself off,
so to speak, as having a human intelligence.

What this assumes is that a simulation of intelligence is the
same as actual intelligence. Thus, a computer will have
achieved consciousness since it will not only have information
but also be able to think about the information and combine it
in order to answer a question.

Complete summary
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One of the most pressing social issues of our time is support for
the elderly. As the percentage of the population over 65 years of
age increases rapidly, many societies are alarmed about the
projected needs of this older generation and uncertain how
those needs can be met. Many elderly persons are beyond the
age where they can work for their own support, even when
suitable jobs for them are available (which is not always the
case). Moreover, there is a practical limit to how heavily younger
taxpayers may be taxed to support the old. The time will come
(some would say it is here already) when the younger
generation can no longer tolerate the bill for other people’s
grandparents and great-grandparents in addition to their own
family members.

Not only is the elderly population increasing in absolute terms,
but its financial needs — for income, medical care, et cetera —
are rising as well. Already, in some cases, putting an elderly
person in a nursing home is said to be more costly than
spending one’s final years as a passenger on a luxurious cruise
ship. Where is the money for the elderly’s support to come
from? That question is unanswered, and few people appear
willing to address it honestly.

To complicate matters further, the elderly are a large and
powerful bloc of voters. They insist on improved benefits for
themselves, and indeed consider those benefits to be their right,
to be provided even at a tremendous cost to their juniors.
These and other related issues mean that policy options are
increasingly few, unpleasant, and controversial.

Complete summary
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During the 1960s, there was much controversy about America’s
“counterculture.” When one spoke of the counterculture then,
one thought of men with unusually long hair, teenagers using
illicit drugs, movies with hallucinatory special effects, very loud
and harsh music, or a wide variety of odd practices such as
dressing in a fashion reminiscent of the Native Americans.
Admirers praised the counterculture for rejecting sterile, old-
fashioned values and customs. Critics faulted the counterculture
for rejecting anything more than five or six years old, or in the
slightest way “institutional.”

“Counterculture” was, however, one of those words which, upon
closer study, turned out to have very little meaning. It is made
of two words that combined mean “against prevailing modes of
belief and behavior.” Before one can identify a counterculture,
then, one must identify a prevailing culture against which it
operates. This is more easily said than done. Does one define a
culture or counterculture in terms of the tastes, habits, or
opinions of the majority versus a minority?

One can cite many minority beliefs and tastes which are
nonetheless considered part of mainstream culture. Country
music is one of these. Not everyone likes country music. It does
not reflect values and tastes that everyone holds. Its great
admirers probably represent a minority in society. Yet country
music is considered part of mainstream culture. It is heard all
around us and influences everything from eating habits to
everyday speech. Fondness for country music, then, may put
one in a minority but does not make one part of a
counterculture. This is just one illustration of how hard to
define cultures and countercultures can be.

Complete summary
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Practice (2)

Read the passages and underline the most important points. Complete the notes on the right,
and summarize the passage at the bottom.

1 Notes

Traditionally, most surveys have been conducted via telephone

or post mail. In the 21st century, however, online surveys have
emerged as a promising alternative because online surveys hold
several advantages.

First, online surveys are much less cumbersome to administer
and analyze. Traditional survey methods require significant
manpower investments. A survey team is needed to either place
the telephone calls or mail the surveys to consumers. In
comparison, very little manpower is needed to distribute an
online survey, as the computer can be programmed to do this
automatically. Furthermore, the responses to online surveys are
simply submitted to a web page, further simplifying the process.

Online surveys also lead to an increased response rate. Since
online surveys can reach a far greater number of people than a
traditional survey can, they naturally result in a higher number
of responses. Furthermore, responding to an online survey
requires very little effort on the part of a consumer, increasing
the likelihood that he or she will participate in it.

Finally, online surveys allow marketers to reach a wider range
of individuals than would be possible through traditional survey
techniques. Reaching people of different ages, cultures, and
classes is essential because it gives marketers a view of every
possible opinion. Since Internet access is nearly universal,
online surveys virtually guarantee that a survey will reach every
possible group.

Complete summary
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Notes

Purchasing a home is the single most important monetary
decision most people will make in their lifetimes. A home
represents a significant investment, and it is important to
protect the value of that investment. In order to do so, many
homeowners choose to join homeowners associations. A
homeowners association is a committee made up of homeowners
in a particular neighborhood that works to preserve the value of
homes in the area and improve the neighborhood in general.
Homeowners associations help protect the value of a home in a
number of ways.

First, these associations protect home values by ensuring that all
homes in the neighborhood are clean and well kept. The
association must approve any changes to the outside of homes
and has the power to force homeowners to make repairs to their
homes, such as repainting the home or fixing cracks in the
driveways. Since homes in clean, well-kept neighborhoods sell for
more money, this helps protect the value of homes.

Homeowners associations also have a considerable amount of
influence with local school boards. They are able to push for
more funding for schools, or seek the removal of an ineffective
teacher. Since people are generally willing to pay more for a
home in a neighborhood with good schools, this also protects
the value of homes.

Finally, homeowners associations use membership fees to
beautify and improve the neighborhood. Such fees are often
used to improve local parks or build new playgrounds. These
sorts of improvement projects raise the value of all the homes
in the neighborhood.

Complete summary
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Firefighters and forest rangers can calculate the likelihood and
potential severity of a forest fire in a particular area by
measuring the fuel load of the forest. A forest’s fuel load refers
to the amount of easily burnable materials, such as small
bushes, dead leaves, and fallen trees, the forest contains.
Generally, the higher the fuel load, the greater the likelihood
there will be a severe forest fire.

In a healthy forest, the fuel load is relatively low, so any forest
fire that occurs is likely to be of low intensity and will go out
relatively quickly. Furthermore, since the fire will be short-lived
and of low heat, it will not kill the strong, mature trees of the
forest. Therefore, even when a forest fire does occur, the forest
is not completely destroyed.

In areas where the fuel load reaches high levels, however,
forest fires are of much greater intensity because they have
more fuel to feed on. These forest fires tend to burn longer,
spread farther, and destroy even mature trees. Thus, high fuel
loads are a significant danger.

Many of the forests in America’s national parks now have
unnaturally high fuel loads, largely due to a long-standing but
misguided policy of the National Park Service. For decades, the
National Park Service has attempted to put out all forest fires as
soon as possible instead of letting less severe forest fires put
themselves out. As a result, fuel loads have steadily built up in
national forests, creating an unsafe situation in which

widespread, highly destructive forest fires are increasingly likely.

Complete summary
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A leading question among anthropologists is: what exactly led to

the development of human cities? Basically modern humans have
existed on earth for over 100,000 years. Yet it is only in the last
8,000 years that they have begun to gather in significant numbers
and form cities. Prior to that period, humans existed in small
family or tribal groups, generally consisting of fewer than 100
individuals. What, then, led humans to make the dramatic shift
from living in small groups to living in large, organized cities? It
seems that the development of cities required a particular set of
circumstances.

First, it required a minimum population density. For much of their
early history, humans existed only in small numbers. This is due
to the fact that early humans relied on hunting and gathering wild
food for their survival. Even the most fertile land would only
support a relatively small number of predators, so it was not until
humans began to practice agriculture that they were able to
gather in large enough numbers to form cities.

Furthermore, the development of a city could only be possible if
a large number of people shared a common language, culture
and religion. Without such unifying factors, a cooperative,
peaceful existence among large numbers of people would have
been impossible.

Finally, it seems that early humans needed to be faced with a
large problem, which one small group of individuals could not
solve on its own. Only when large-scale cooperation was needed
to overcome a problem would humans come together to form
cities.

Complete summary
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Useful i

The following are commonly used expressions for demonstrating the professor’'s disagreement
with the ideas in the reading passage.

1. The professor admits that / The professor insists that / The professor points out that this
artist’s work is of greater value than most people think.

2. In suggesting / proposing that some mineral deposits may be created by bacterial activity, the professor
challenges the viewpoint expressed in the reading.

3. The professor places more value on protecting forests from development than on the economic
benefits that development might bring.

4. The professor is against the plan to increase fees to cover the effects of rising energy prices;
however, the reading is in favor of such a plan.

5. Although the reading supports opening membership to undergraduate students, the professor
supports restricting membership to postgraduate students only.

6. While the reading claims that the author’s education was very important, the professor places more
importance on the author’s work experience.

7. This directly contradicts the reading which says that increased levels of carbon dioxide in the air
are mainly responsible for global warming.

8. The professor’'s statement that these paintings are clearly the work of two different artists refutes
the points made in the reading.

9. The professor contradicts the reading by claiming that / The professor casts doubt on the
reading by claiming that the mysterious light seen in the night sky was a planet, not a spacecraft.

10. The professor, in contrast to the reading, says that / Despite what the reading claims, the

professor says that there is reason to think Chinese sailors reached North America many years
before Columbus.
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2. Note-taking for Reading

Read the sentences, and fill in the blanks with the most appropriate expressions from the box.
Change the form if necessary.

point out cast doubt contradict
despite in favor of although
1. The professor that students who sleep at least eight hours a night do better
in school.

2. The professor is against the plan to charge students an extra fee; however, the reading is

such a plan.

3. the reading supports increasing trade with other countries, the professor

supports limiting trade only to those countries that we have trade agreements with.

4. This directly the reading, which states that teen smoking has steadily

decreased for the past five years.

5. The professor on the reading by claiming that some students learn better

when they listen to music as they study.

6. what the reading claims, the professor says that few people are able to

distinguish between the two wines.
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CHAPTER

Note-taking for Listening

The academic listening section will last for approximately 2 minutes. Since this is the focus of your
response, it is essential that you include all of the key points that the speaker mentions. Failure to include
any key point will significantly impact your score, no matter how well-written the rest of the essay is.

@ Note-taking

Just as in the reading section, you will need symbols and abbreviations as you take notes. However, since
you will only hear the lecture, it will become harder for you to identify what is important. Thus, do NOT try to

write everything down.

There are two ways that speakers emphasize what is important.

1. by emphasizing or repeating key words, ideas, or phrases
2. by using expressions that draw the listener’s attention to important information

< Important Transition Words >

« First, Second, Third... « For instance/example/another example

« The main reason/role, another reason/role, one reason/role

- There are two/three/four types/kinds/groups/ways

* Primarily, Importantly
* The key feature of

Your notes should follow this basic outline:

1st reason 2nd reason 3rd reason

support 1 support 2 support 1 support 2 support 1 support 2
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| 3. Note-taking for Listening |

() Example

As you listen, underline what you think are the most important parts.

Okay. Today, I want to talk to you about eco-labels ... uh, specifically, I want to clear up some of the
misconceptions that surround them. Contrary to popular belief, eco-labels are actually quite an
effective means of promoting environmentally friendly practices in the marketplace. To prove my
point, I'll use a fairly well-known example: dolphin-safe tuna.

I'm sure all of you have seen cans of tuna fish that have a little label on them saying no dolphins were
killed while catching the tuna, right? Well, that is an example of an eco-label — and it's a pretty
successful one. Studies have shown that consumers have a high awareness of what dolphin-safe tuna
is, and that they prefer to purchase brands with the dolphin-safe label over brands without it, even
when the dolphin-safe tuna is more expensive.

Now, some of the tuna companies that use the dolphin-safe tuna label are some of the largest
producers of tuna in the world, dispelling the myth that it’s only small companies that employ eco-
labels. Another example would be in the homebuilding industry, where many major home builders use
an eco-label to indicate that the wood used to build their houses comes from environmentally friendly
suppliers. In fact, if you take a look at almost any industry, you will see that many of the leading

manufacturers use eco-labels.

The reason that so many large companies use eco-labels is that they find significant benefits in doing
so. By using an eco-label, the company gains a reputation as being environmentally responsible. This
becomes a great marketing strategy for the company and often helps to increase its sales.
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Here's the same lecture again, but this time it has been marked up for you.

Okay. Today, I want to talk to you about eco-labels ... uh, specifically, I want to clear up some of the
misconceptions that surround them. Contrary to popular belief, eco-labels are actually quite an
Topic

effective means of promoting environmentally friendly practices in the marketplace. To prove my

point, I'll use a fairly well-known example: dolphin-safe tuna.

I'm sure all of you have seen cans of tuna fish that have a little label on them saying no dolphins were
killed while catching the tuna, right? WeII, that is an example of an eco-label — and it's a pretty
successful one. Studies have shown that consumers have a high awafeness of what dolphin-safe tuna
is, and that they prefer to purchase brahds with the dolphin-safe label over brands without it, even

when the dolphin-safe tuna is more expensive.

Now, some of the tuna companies that use the dolphin-safe tuna label are some of the largest
producers of tuna in the world, dispelling the myth that it's only small companies that employ eco-
labels. Another example would be in the homebuilding industry, where many major home builders use
an eco—‘iébel to indicate that the wood used to build their houses comes from environmentally friendly
suppliers. In fact, if you take a look at almost any industry, you will see that many of the leading

manufacturers use eco-labels.

The reason that so many large companies use eco-labels is that they find significant benefits in doing
so. By using an eco-label, the company gains a reputation as being environmentally responsible. This

becomes a great marketing strategy for the company and often helps to increase its sales.

Eco-labels: effect promote env frndly goods
. e.g. dolphin-safe tuna

1. label on cans, X dolphins killed » successful
— consumers aware
— prefer even though more $$

2. Largest comp in world use
— dispel myth only small
— another - home building env frind - wood
— any industry

3. benefits

rep. envir resp/marketing/ sales T
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R | 3. Note-taking for Listening

Listen to the lectures and complete the notes.

(MP3 I
Notes: Every gen. fault with next
1. Plato complained about plays
2. Internet makes kids less polite
3. Concerns about lit. X founded
4. Kids more literate
8)

Notes: 1st bubble market — tulip mania

1.
— Nether. 1600s tulips intro

2.
— Not sustainable
— Bubble pops
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Notes: Genetic Modification
GM in principle:

— save time & effort

1. things: not work as in principle

- results: not what we expect

2.

— change in a gene — change whole organism
3. changes in organism: affect others

— GM food:

— Organism: complex

— Little change —

— Can't foresee

(e CH

L ERRNERSE L o o eSS RS

Notes: Phenomenal Consciousness & Access Consciousness
— no definition accepted by all

— experience of phenomena

2. Access cons.
— access to info (by phenom. cons.)
— info by reflecting

s

—» many other interpret. & models
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(vP3 I

5

Notes: The Problem of Supporting the Elderly

prob:
Global T but rich countries |

1. T age -
— older ppl vote
— politic want to help them

2
— retire X work
- T help
3.
b (r3
Notes: How to Spot a Counterculture

Concept of counterculture:
/ identifying it: possible

Counterculture:
1. —if social movement, lifestyle, etc.: viewed with shock or horror

—if not:

2. —if change: sudden, dramatic

— new & unfamiliar expressions of traditional ideas & customs

3 -
— if not: just a short-lived fad

Counterculture:
" general characteristics
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#» Listen to the lectures and complete the notes.

(Mp3 REN)

1
Notes:

(MP3 IEN
Notes:
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Notes:
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Useful A

The following are commonly used expressions for demonstrating the professor’s support of ideas

in the reading passage.

10.

108 «

What the professor says about statistics supports the reading’s claim that one should be skeptical
of many statistical summaries.

The professor talks about/discusses the eruption of Mt. St. Helens in 1980 to support the
explanation of why some volcanoes are more dangerous than others.

In the lecture, the professor uses / mentions the decline in amphibian populations as an example
of the situation pointed out by the reading.

This supports the point mentioned / made in the reading that it is easy to misidentify an object in
the sky and conclude that a star or planet is a UFO.

The points the professor makes in the lecture prove that the most orderly and peaceful societies in
the world tend to be the most literate as well.

The speaker argues that money does not always ensure a person’s happiness.

According to the lecture / speaker / professor, they should try to reduce the percentage of fatty
foods in their diet.

The professor uses the example of coyotes in Yellowstone National Park to illustrate the benefit of
predators in the wild.

To begin with, the speaker mentions the damage that large-scale farms have on the environment.

This explanation supports the reading’s claim that irrigation can in fact sometimes be harmful to the

environment.
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3. Note-taking for Listening

Complete the concluding sentences arranging the broken parts of each sentence and using the
expressions on the page 108.

1. the teachers / spend more time / will be able to / with each student

— What the professor says about statistics that in smaller

classes,

2. than learning a first language / learning a second language / is more difficult

— The points the professor makes in the lecture that

3. diet and exercise / who want to lose weight / people / must

— the lecture,

4. some geniuses / as a result of their gift / suffer

— The professor uses of Mozart to that

5. the tulip bubble / the damage / did to the Dutch economy

— , the speaker mentions

6. are ready for / not all children / school at the same age

— This the reading’s claim that
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CHAPTER A

Structuring Responses

The essay for the Integrated Task is not as formal as the one for the Independent Task. Since it does not
follow the typical Introduction-Body-Conclusion format, some students find themselves wandering a bit.
However, despite the non-traditional layout of the essay, there is still a very set format that you can use
to ensure that you include all of the information.

Q) Structure

« Summary of the speaker's position

Introduction
* Relationship of the lecture to the reading
* Summary of speaker’s first point
1st Body Paragraph
* Tie to the reading
* Summary of speaker’s second point
2nd Body Paragraph
* Tie to the reading
» Summary of speaker’s third point
3rd Body Paragraph

* Tie to the reading

As mentioned previously, the prompt asks you to summarize the speaker's points. Thus, the flow of the
essay should reflect the flow of the lecture that you heard.
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- | 4. Structuring Responses

 Outlining

The following are the reading and listening notes from the examples in Chapter 2 and Chapter 3. We can
combine the notes to make an outline. Make sure the relationship between the lecture and reading passage
matches.

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on
points made in the reading.

I Notes
Listening Notes
Eco-labeling — for envr. Frdly prdcts Eco-labels: effect promote env frndly goods
e.g. hotebook e.g. dolphin-safe tuna
~Kiffect 1. label on cans, X dolphins killed = successful
1. Most ppl - X aware, X take serious — consumers aware
— ppl concern cost — prefer even though more $$
= Aeffest 2. Largest comp in world use
2. Only used by small, local biz — dispel myth only small
—in env. consc areas — home building env. frind - wood
— min impact — any industry
3. Disadvan to companies 2. benefits
- process $$ —rep. env. resp/marketing/ sales
- profit | or customer cost T - hurt sales
| Outline
Introduction Speaker’s position: Eco-labeling is effective for promoting environmentally friendly

products.
Relationship: Contradicts the reading, which says eco-labeling is not effective

Body Paragraph 1 Speaker’s point 1: Consumers are aware of labels and prefer to buy products with
them.

Tie: Most people are unaware and mostly concerned with cost.

Body Paragraph 2 Speaker’s point 2: Largest companies in the world use eco-labeling. Also, home
building industry and other industries.

Tie: Only used by small local businesses and so has a minimal impact.

Body Paragraph 3 Speaker’s point 3: Eco-labels have benefite to companies since they improve
reputation, marketing, and sales.

Tie: Eco-labels hurt companies’ sales by increasing coste.
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Introduction

Body Paragraph 1

Body Paragraph 2

| Sample response

For the introduction, state the speaker’s position and then its relationship to the reading.

Speaker's position: Eco-labeling is effective for promoting environmentally friendly
products.

Relationship: Contradicts the reading, which says eco-labeling is not effective

The professor says eco-labeling is an effective way to promote environmentally friendly business
practices. In several ways, this directly contradicts the reading, which says that eco-labeling is not

effective even though the eco-label system is intended to promote production processes that do not
harm the environment.

For the body paragraphs, state the speaker’s point and then elaborate with two or three sentences. The
paragraph should end with how the speaker’s point is related to a point made in the reading.

Speaker’s point 1: Consumers are aware of labels and prefer to buy products with
them.

Tie: Most people are unaware of eco-labeling and mostly concerned with cost.

To begin with, the professor states that many customers are aware of the eco-labels. Using the
example of dolphin-safe tuna cans, which was very successful, the professor shows that customers
prefer to buy products with the labels even though they may be more expensive. This directly

contradicts the claim in the reading that many customers are unaware of eco-labeling and are more
concerned with price than eco-friendliness in any case.

Speaker’s point 2: Largest companies in the world use eco-labeling. Also, home
building industry and other industries.

Tie: Only used by small local businesses and so has a minimal impact.

The professor then discusses how large the tuna companies are that use the label. In addition, the
professor states that the homebuilding industry also uses eco-labels for wood. He specifically states
that this dispels the myth that only small companies use the eco-labels, which clearly refutes the

reading’s argument that eco-labeling is used mostly by small, local businesses, and this limits its
effectiveness.
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| 4. Structuring Responses

Body Paragraph 3 Speaker’s point 3: Eco-labels have benefits to companies, since they improve
reputation, marketing, and sales.

Tie: Eco-labels hurt companies’ sales by increasing costs.
Finally, the professor says that eco-labeling helps big companies gain a market advantage by giving

them a reputation as eco-friendly, thereby increasing the companies’ sales. This directly contradicts
the reading, which asserts that eco-labels hurt companies’ sales by increasing costs.

Complete response

The professor says eco-labeling is an effective way to promote environmentally friendly
business practices. In several ways, this directly contradicts the reading, which says that
eco-labeling is not effective even though the eco-label system is intended to promote

production processes that do not harm the environment.

To begin with, the professor states that many customers are aware of the eco-labels.
Using the example of dolphin-safe tuna, which was very successful, the professor
shows that customers prefer to buy products with the labels even though they may be
more expensive. This directly contradicts the claim in the reading that many customers
are unaware of eco-labeling and are more concerned with price than eco-friendliness in

any case.

The professor then discusses how large the tuna companies are that use the label. In
addition, the professor states that the home building industry also uses eco-labels for
wood. He specifically states that this dispels the myth that only small companies use the
eco-labels, which clearly refutes the reading’s argument that eco-labeling is used mostly

by small, local businesses, and this limits its effectiveness.

Finally, the professor says that eco-labeling helps big companies gain a market
advantage by giving them a reputation as eco-friendly, thereby increasing the companies’
sales. This directly contradicts the reading, which asserts that eco-labels hurt companies’

sales by increasing costs.
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Use the notes to complete the outlines. Then write out your responses.

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt
on points made in the reading.

114 »

| Notes
Reading Notes Listening Notes
importance of old-style literacy Every gen. fault in next
— 2 generations: video entertainment 1. Plato complained about plays
— Internet using - text msq, abb. e.g. b4, 1&r, :*) — Novels destroy morals,
= new literacy — crit complain TV

—then: trad. literacy? — suffering
2. Internet makes kids less polite

In 196092 —Xtrue
— reading and writing : essential edu. — kids just express dif
e.g. short essays, paper articles )
~ if not able? Substandard & failed %: eencatiie abolit Ik Xfeunded
' . — kids reading dif things
Higher expectations — like weblogs - blogs

— better discipline

"+ students follow rules 4. Kids more literate

‘ . . — past data X include poor
New literacy =reading & writing skills | — b/c internet students get what interests
literacy - civilized behavior them
— more important than we thought

I Outline

Introduction Speaker’s position: Every generation finds fault with the next generation.

Relationship: Casts doubt on argument that current generation is worse

Body Paragraph 1 Speaker’s point 1: People have always complained in the past about new inventions.
Tie:

Body Paragraph 2 Speaker's point 2: Kids are not less polite than in the past; they just express
themselves differently.

Tie:

Body Paragraph 3 Speaker’s point 3: Kids still read, just that they read different things.
Tie:
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2 Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they illustrate
points made in the reading.

I Notes
Reading Notes Listening Notes
Dot-com bubble (1995-2000) 1st bubble market — tulip mania
stock market value T 7 1. Mania for tulips
" Internet sector growth — Nether. 1600s tulips intro
—w/o actual profit — unusual — Skyrocketing in price

— result: bubble — burst — recession 2. ppl just buy and resell

Examples in history — Not sustainable
— many times: flowers — toys — Bubble pops
— stock market crash in 1929 — Ruin for invest and dutch econ

= Great Depression (1930s)
— Japan: real estate bubble (1980s)

Cause: greed, over optimism, recklessness
— Process: price T T w/o actual benefit
— speculation — speculation = price T T 7
— Result: reality — nho will to pay = price T T 1

— financial ruin

I Outline

Introduction Speaker's position: Tulips were the first bubble market.
Relationship: Reflects the same points as the lecture

Body Paragraph 1 Speaker’s point 1: Tulip mania grew but had no basis.
Tie:

Body Paragraph 2 Speaker’s point 2: The bubble pops and hurts investors and economy.
Tie:
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on points made in the reading.

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt

I Notes

GM of food : not new

. for a long time: selective breeding
— animals & plants chosen
. useful traits
— bred in hope offspring w/ same traits

Plants:
— for bigger, sweeter fruit, more grain
— hybrids in combinations

— more direct & versatile way? In 20th C: GM
— made possible

— alter genetic code w/o slow process
— blend plants & animals genetically e.g.
resistance to freezing

Result: big potential to change the nature of

Listening Notes

Genetic Modification

GM in principle:
— save time & effort
— serve our needs better

Question about this?

1. things: not work as in principle
— heredity: very complex
— results: not what we expect

2. traits: not added like a car option
— change in a gene — change whole organism
— can't guess how it will turn out

2. changes in organism: affect others
— GM food: affect animals eating it or no
reproduce or die out
— Organism: complex
— Little change — change ecosystem
— Can't foresee

..GM: dangerous, need great caution

Speaker’s position: The professor believes that genetic modification could lead to a

number of problems.

Relationship: Contrasts with the reading which says possible benefits

biology
I Outline
Introduction
Body Paragraph 1
Tie:
Body Paragraph 2
Tie:
Body Paragraph 3

Tie:
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Speaker’s point 1: Things do not work out according to principle.

Speaker’s point 2: Changes to the whole organism cannot be predicted.

Speaker’s point 3: Changes to one organism can impact other creatures.
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt
on points made in the reading.

I Notes
Reading Notes Listening Notes
Debate: human intelligence Phenomenal Consciousness & Access
— only human? Conscioushness

- replicated by a computer? Humar: conscious

Turing test: — no definition accepted by all
— 20th C. Brit Alan Turing 1. Phenomenal cons.
— if com can imitate human — machine(com): — experience of phenomena
intelligent — set of things u perceive
How it works: human investigator 2. Access cons.
— Questions human and computer , msgs — access to info (by phenom. cons.)

— what u learned already
— info by reflecting — thinking, evaluating,
interpreting

communicate

— if com’s response = human's — computer:

intelligent
Whole thing: bigger, more complex — many other

Simulation of intelligence = actual interpret. & models
Com must have info and think

| Outline

Introduction Speaker’s position: Computers can't be conscious.

Relationship: Contrast idea that computers will attain consciousness

Body Paragraph 1 Speaker’s point 1: Phenomenal conscioushess is information.
Tie:

Body Paragraph 2  Speaker’s point 2: Access consciousness is different.
Tie:
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Practice 1

. . S B

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they illustrate
points made in the reading.

I Notes
Reading Notes Listening Notes
Supporting the elderly: big current social issue The Problem of Supporting the Elderly
—over ©5 yrs T T — their needs: alarming, .
uncertain P ' Eop
— can't work for own support Global T but rich countries |

— limit of tax the young can tolerate 1. 7 age — political effects

Financial needs T T — older ppl vote
— nursing home cost > lifetime cruise ship — politic want to help them

— where is the money? X answer 2. financial impact

Elderly: large & powerful voters — retire X work
— insist improved benefits as their right — government x help
— policy options: few, unpleasant, controversial = | help

3. taxes on young T

| Outline

Introduction Speaker’s position: Underpopulation is a serious problem.
Relationship: lllustrates the difficulties the elderly will face

Body Paragraph 1 Speaker’s point 1: The elderly have a great impact on which laws are passed.
Tie:

Body Paragraph 2  Speaker’s point 2: The government will have trouble supporting the increasing
numbers of elderly.

Tie: =

Body Paragraph 3  Speaker’s point 3: There will be increased taxes on the young.
Tie:
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Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt
on points made in the reading.

| Notes
Reading Notes Listening Notes
Counterculture in America How to Spot a Counterculture

— much controversy

— hair, drugs, odd practices, etc.

— admirers: praised for rejecting sterile values
& customs

— critice: faulted for rejecting anything a little Counterculture:
old or conventional

Concept of counterculture:
criticized: vague, not exact /but identifying it:
possible

1. — if social movement, lifestyle, etc.: viewed
“Counterculture™ very little meaning with shock or horror
— against dominant belief & behavior — if not: just a fad

— 50 then what is culture? very hard to identify 2. — if change: sudden, dramatic, either of

= majority ve. minority? — shift. from old belief & behavior; OR
Minority but mainstream culture — new & unfamiliar expressions of
e.g. country music traditional ideas & customs

— liked by minority but still mainstream 3. — if change lasts despite disapproval
. fondness for country music # a counterculture — if not: just a short-lived fad

.. cultures & countercul