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Vocabulary

Vocabulary questions ask you to find the meaning of a word or phrase determined by the context.
There are 3 - 5 vocabulary questions for each passage. This question is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

A lion pride will typically have one to six mature males. Marked by their famous manes, mature
males are easily recognizable. The males will rule over a group of females that is nearly always more
numerous than the group of males. Male lions display little interest in their cubs in the first years of their
lives. As the male cubs approach sexual maturity, however, the older males become more aggressive
and hostile towards them. At the age of two, the male cubs are expelled from the pride by the older
males so that they will not become rivals for the females.

The word mature in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) dominant
(B) aggressive
(C) fertile

(D) adult

Answer & Explanations

The answer is (D). The word mature means “grown-up,” or “adult.” You can infer its meaning from the phrase in the
next sentence “Marked by their famous manes ..." because only grown-up male lions have manes.
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| 1. Vocabulary |

Keys to Solution

© Remember that the vocabulary question asks for the meaning of a word as it is used in the context.
Even if you know the dictionary definition of the word in the question, be sure to check the context.

@® Examine its context for helpful hints. The common clues you can use in vocabulary questions are:

e Definition, Restatement clues
In previous times, the primary mode of psychiatric treatment was therapy , in which the patient was
encouraged to talk about and examine his or her emotional problems.

e Synonym clues
Red wolves once roamed freely throughout the southern United States. Then came settlers who
cleared the land for homes and farms, greatly reducing the wolves' habitat.

e Example, Restatement Clues
The developed countries help build infrastructure for residents in poorer countries, by constructing
schools, sewage disposal plants and roads.

e Contrast, Antonym Clues
Psychiatric drugs originally intended to treat serious mental disorders are being used to address

more trivial issues.

e Inference Clues
The program was canceled after the reporters were found guilty of using a number of unethical

methods to get the news.

How the Question is Worded

-1 The word X in the passage is closest in meaning to

1 Based on the information in the paragraph, the term X can be best described as

Part A. Question Types «» 13



Basic Drill \ _____________

1 Epic poems are long stories, told in rhymed verses, which usually tell of a war or the adventures of a
great hero. They were one of the major forms of literature in the ancient world. In fact, epic poems probably
predate writing, because they were originally recited orally, and only written down much later. The oldest
known epic poem is the Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh. As with many epics, its author is unknown because it
was passed down orally for generations before it was written down. Therefore, epic poems are often best
viewed as the work of a culture rather than of a single author.

The word recited in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) composed (B) narrated (C) appreciated (D) taught

2 Map making, at least in the western world, did not advance much after the time of the ancient Greeks.
The Europeans of the Middle Ages rejected the belief in a round Earth for religious reasons, and this doomed
their maps to be hopelessly inaccurate. However, as the Middle Ages came to an end and trade and travel
between different parts of the world became more frequent, there was renewed interest in map making. The
methods of the ancient Greeks were studied and refined , and more accurate maps were made with the aid
of technological innovations, such as the magnetic compass and other navigational aids. By the beginning of
the 20" century, nearly the entire surface of the Earth had been accurately mapped.

The word refined in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) enhanced (B) rejected (C) approved (D) accepted

3 One of the major areas of interest for anthropologists is how new ideas are introduced and adopted
into a civilization. Some ideas may be invented independently by several different civilizations. For example,
agriculture was developed independently in China, India, the Middle East, and South America. In each of
these regions, civilizations developed agriculture on their own, without knowledge of the other civilizations
or their activities. Other areas adopted agriculture through a process known as diffusion . As European
civilizations came in contact with Middle Eastern civilizations, they saw the advantages to be gained from
agriculture and adopted the technology. Agriculture spread from China to other parts of Asia in the same
way.

Based on the information in the paragraph, the term diffusion can best be described as

(A) the production of new agricultural methods

(B) the continuous development of civilization

(C) the process through which new technologies are spread

(D) the process through which the advantages of a society are analyzed

14 « - i READING
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4 The mechanism of trade in New England and the middle colonies differed from that of the South: their
lack of staples to exchange for English finished goods was a relative disadvantage, but the abundance of
their own shipping and mercantile enterprises worked in their favor. This was not to the liking of the
British, who wished to ensure their own dominance in shipping and their importance as the sole lifeline to
the colonies. After 1660, the English government raised prohibitive duties against certain major colonial
exports: fish, flour, wheat, and meat, while leaving the door open to timber, furs and whale oil, products in
great demand in the home country. This hit the New York and New England colonies especially hard, and in
the years 1698-1717 they bought more from England than they sold there, resulting in an unfavorable trade
balance.

The word mercantile in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) navigational (B) investment (C) trade (D) manufacturing

5 Since it was first diagnosed in 1981, AIDS has steadily spread into an epidemic across the United
States. There are approximately 1 million Americans, or 0.06% of the total population, currently living with
HIV, the viral precursor to full blown AIDS. Those infections are unevenly distributed throughout society,
however. African-Americans make up nearly 50% of all cases of HIV, despite the fact that they account for
only 13% of the population. The statistics for African-American women are particularly grim, with African-
Americans making up 72% of all female virus carriers. Infection rates among Latin-Americans, the other

major minority group in America, are similarly lopsided .

The word lopsided in the passage in closest in meaning to

(A) severe (B) uneven (C) discouraging (D) unjust

6 One of the most famous architects in history, the American Frank Lloyd Wright is remembered both for
his nontraditional approach to architecture and for emphasizing the dictum, “Form follows function.” That
motto is the basis of “functionalism,” which gave rise to many buildings, such as Wright’s own design for the
Guggenheim Museum in New York City. One of the world’s most famous art museums, the Guggenheim
Museum is built around a great helical gallery several stories in height. The gallery consists of a broad ramp
along which works of art are displayed. Thus, the building’s form — a structure built around a broad, helical
ramp — complements its function, which is to display a large number of exhibits within a limited space and
in an easily accessible setting. It has become one of the landmarks of New York City.

The word dictum in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) fact (B) belief (C) necessity (D) hope

Part A. Question Types «e 15



Reference

Reference words indicate a person, object, place, or idea that has already been mentioned in a
passage. The most frequently used reference words are pronouns like it, they, and those. The words
these pronouns represent are called referents, or antecedents. Reference questions test your ability
to find the referent a reference word refers to. There are 0 - 2 reference questions for each passage.
This question is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

An obvious result of a disappearing middle class is the growth of the lower and upper classes. First
World nations are increasingly finding their populations separated into the rich and the poor, with fewer
and fewer people in the middle. In 1970, if one compared the average salaries of people with a college
degree and those without one, the difference would have been 17%. Today that difference is more
than 50%.

The word one in the passage refers to

(A) salary

(B) college degree
(C) salary gap
(D) job

Answer & Explanations

The answer is (B). If you compare the phrase “people with a college degree” and “those without one ", you can
understand that “those without one " means “people without a college degree.” Therefore, one refers to a college

degree.
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Keys to Solution

| 2.Reference

© Carefully read the sentence that contains the pronoun and check the surrounding text for the referent.

The referent will not always be the choice closest to the reference word, and may appear before or
after the pronoun. The correct referent will be the only logical replacement for the pronoun.

@ Study the examples in which reference words are used.

e Personal pronouns
Jazz is a mixture of many different kinds of music. It is a combination of the music of West Africa,

the work songs the slaves sang, and religious music.

e Demonstrative pronouns
Nearly every other animal has a relatively heavy coat of fur to protect it from the weather. When

humans began changing their environment by wearing clothes and building homes, this became

unnecessary.

e Relative pronouns
Nylon had many advantages: it was tough and stiff; it tended to keep its shape; and moisture could

not soak into it, which discouraged the growth of bacteria.

e Other pronouns
The kit fox resembles its distant cousin, the gray fox. Both have thick coats and bushy tails.

e Pro-forms
The Nile waters were found to be choked with plant matter. That awful condition was caused by a
shortage of rainfall in the Nile’s watershed.

How the Question is Worded

2 The word X in the passage refers to

41 The phrase X in the passage refers to

Part A. Question Types
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1 The first law of thermodynamics is one of the most fundamental laws of the physical world. The first
part of the first law of thermodynamics is that energy must be conserved at all times. Simply put, energy
cannot be created or destroyed. Energy may change forms, or it may be transferred from one object to
another, but there is always the same amount of total energy. An important concept in understanding this
is the concept of a closed system. A closed system is a set of objects that are not influenced by anything
outside of that system. Within a closed system, energy cannot be created or destroyed, but energy may be
added to or taken out of a closed system.

The word this in the passage refers to

(A) the transfer of heat

(B) the different forms of energy
(C) the creation of energy

(D) the conservation of energy

2 The countless number of stars in the universe makes the likelihood of other solar systems very
probable indeed. Thus, the existence of other solar systems, in which a collection of planets revolves around
a central star, has long been hypothesized by astronomers. Until very recently, however, this had never
been confirmed. While no scientist has come up with a rigorous analysis demonstrating why the relationship
between the Sun and the Earth should be unique, such intuitive arguments, although appealing, are not

good enough for science. For decades, scientists have strived to demonstrate that other solar systems exist.

The word this in the passage refers to

(A) the universe

(B) the countless number of stars

(C) the existence of other solar systems

(D) the fact that planets revolve around stars
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3 Marine organisms have developed some novel approaches to the art of survival while getting along
with neighbors — especially big, hungry ones. The fishes and shrimps that specialize in cleaning
associations are a good example. These small, colorful marine animals make a living by picking parasites
and diseased tissue off larger fishes. Such small marine animals are especially common in very crowded
environments such as coral reefs. Several species of wrasses, gobies and other fishes display cleaning
behavior. The banded coral shrimp is among the best known of the cleaning shrimps. This cleaning behavior

can be either a full-time or part-time job. Some cleaners do it all their lives, others only as juveniles.

The word ones in the passage refers to

(A) organisms
(B) approaches
(C) survival tactics

(D) neighbors

4 It is reasonable to suppose that speech was a gradual outgrowth of the system of communication used
by our pre-human ancestors — calls, gestures, or a combination of the two. In order for human speech to
arise from these systems, however, they first had to undergo significant development. Apes’ calls are
mutually exclusive; they cannot convey two ideas at the same time. For example, there may be one
vocalization that means “food,” and another that means “danger.” If a chimp notices a ripe banana, but at
the same time spots a leopard waiting to pounce, it can send only one of these messages to its fellows,
because a call system lacks a way of combining the messages “food” and “danger.” Speech, on the other

hand, permits such combinations.

The word it in the passage refers to

(A) chimp
(B) banana
(C) leopard
(D) fellow
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- Basic Drill \

5 From the very start, the culture of the American colonies was significantly different from its English
mother culture. Many of what are seen as “American values” were present from the time of the first
colonies. A good example would be the importance that American culture places on independence and
individuality. These were important values to the original colonists for a number of reasons.

The first would be the religion of the early settlers. It is well known that the first settlers were largely
motivated by their desire for religious freedom. Specifically, they felt that church officials in England held too
much power over the members of the church. The early settlers practiced a form of Christianity that taught
that it was the individual’s responsibility to develop his or her own understanding of religion. This was very
different from the Anglican Church in England, where priests interpreted the Bible and told people what was
right and what was wrong. Instead, the early settlers felt it was their duty to interpret the Bible for

themselves. This naturally gave people a sense of individuality and independence.

The phrase The first in the passage refers to

(A) value

(B) reason
(C) colonist
(D) motivation
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| 2.Reference

6 Eratosthenes, one of the fathers of Greek geometry, was born in Cyrene, a Greek city in Northern
Africa. He was most interested in devising a system of latitude and longitude for navigation. Such a system
would allow merchants to find their location accurately at sea. In order to do this, however, Eratosthenes
first needed to know the distance around the Earth. At the time, this was impossible to measure through
direct observation. Even if a voyager had been able to travel around the Earth in a straight line, the ancient
Greeks had no method of measuring distance accurately enough to be useful over such a long voyage.

So instead, Eratosthenes turned to the properties of geometry to solve the problem. As a young man,
he had noticed that at noon on the longest day of the summer, the sun did not cast a shadow in his
hometown of Cyrene. This meant that the sun was directly overhead. Later, as he studied in Alexandria, he
noticed that the sun did cast a shadow at that time on the longest day of the summer. Using a pole and
string, he measured the angle of the shadow, which was about 7 degrees. From this, Eratosthenes knew
that the distance from Cyrene to Alexandria was also 7 degrees of the Earth’s 360-degree circle, or about
2% of the total distance around the Earth. Eratosthenes came up with a figure of 47,000 km as the distance
around the Earth. The true distance is 40,008 km. The inaccuracy in his number comes from the fact that he

could not accurately measure the distance between the two cities.

The phrase the problem in the passage refers to

(A) the inability to develop a reliable navigation system

(B) the inability to find practical uses for geometry

(C) the inability to directly measure the distance around the Earth
(D) the inability of ancient ships to travel in a straight line
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Sentence Simplification

Sentence simplification questions ask you to find the best restatement of key information from long
and complex sentences. To answer these questions, you will need not only a firm grasp of English
grammar, but also the ability to restate information without changing its meaning. There is 1 sentence
simplification question for each passage. This question is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

Hummingbirds are a unique family of bird species. Found only in the Western Hemisphere,
hummingbirds are the smallest birds in the world, with some species being as small as 6 centimeters
and weighing as little as 5 grams. Like most small animals, hummingbirds lead extremely active lives.
During flight, their heart rate can reach up to 500 beats per minute, and this means a hummingbird’s
daytime life is a nearly constant search for food, as it will eat up to 15 times in one hour and will
consume its own body weight in nectar over the course of a day.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential
information.

(A) During flight, a hummingbird’s heart can reach up to 500 beats per minute in its constant search for
food.

(B) A hummingbird’s heart beats very quickly during flight, so it must constantly search for food and eat its
weight in food daily.

(C) A hummingbird’s life is a constant search for food, and since it must eat 15 times an hour, it must fly
very quickly.

(D) A hummingbird’s heart rate will reach over 500 beats per minute unless it is able to consume its own
body weight in nectar daily.

Answer & Explanations '

The answer is (B). (B) best summarizes the key idea of the highlighted sentence. This sentence can be broken into
several meaningful parts as shown below

@ During flight, their heart rate can reach up to 500 beats per minute, and @ this means a hummingbird's

daytime life is a nearly constant search for food, as it will eat up to 15 times in one hour and @ will consume its

own body weight in nectar over the course of a day.
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| 3.Sentence Simplification |

“A hummingbird's heart beats very quickly during flight” restates the information @, “so it must constantly search for
food" restates the information @, and “eat its weight in food daily” restates @. The information “as it will eat up to 15
times in one hour" is omitted in the paraphrased sentence, but this information is unnecessary and therefore can be

omitted.

Keys to Solution
© Determine the precise meaning of the highlighted sentence. Dividing the sentence into meaningful
parts helps you to grasp its correct meaning.

@ See if the sentence makes a reference to an idea outside of the sentence. If so, you need to find what
this reference word indicates.

© Identify key ideas and eliminate unimportant information. Information that provides examples or
equivalent ideas, such as appositive phrases, is unimportant information.

@ Decide which answer choice best paraphrases only the key information from the original sentence.
You need to understand how key ideas relate to one another.
® Eliminate answer choices if they

- leave out important pieces of information

- contain information that is not mentioned in the original sentence
- confuse the relationship between the ideas

- generally alter the meaning of the original sentence

How the Question is Worded

Which of the following best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence? Incorrect
answer choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential information.
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1 Setting tax policy is a crucial responsibility of the government, as these policies not only ensure the
funding of government programs, but also have a significant impact on the economy in general. A good
example of this comes from the early 80s, when America was faced with a serious recession. The
government made significant cuts in the tax rates for companies, but not for regular citizens, even though
regular citizens had little money at the time. The logic behind this was that cutting individual taxes would
not help, because it would only increase the amount of money consumers had to spend, without fixing the
problems in supply. By cutting taxes to companies, the government allowed those companies to use the tax
money they saved to increase their supply.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential
information.

(A) Cutting taxes would not help because it would only increase the amount of money consumers had.

(B) The reasoning for this was that cutting taxes is meaningless because it would increase consumers’
money but would not increase supply.

(C) The logic behind this was that cutting individual taxes would not fix problems in supply.

(D) The logic behind this was that cutting individual taxes would not increase consumer spending or fix
problems in supply.

2 It has long been known that communities often choose courses of action that are either very damaging
or even fatal to the community. For example, the society that lived on Easter Island continued to practice
extensive logging, even though eventual deforestation of their island led to the destruction of their society.
Today, many countries around the world continue to pollute the environment, despite well documented
evidence that such pollution may make life much more difficult or even impossible in the future. Such self-
destructive behavior may seem like madness, but it is explained by a branch of mathematics known as
game theory. Game theory attempts to explain why individuals or groups make certain decisions. A basic
assumption of game theory is that every decision maker acts in his or her own self-interest. People seek to
maximize their own benefit, and the welfare of others is secondary. In such situations, individual interests
often conflict with the interests of the group as a whole.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential
information.

(A) Today, many nations continue to pollute the environment for lack of well documented evidence
regarding the effects.

(B) Many nations that pollute the environment are not well aware of their actions, yet continue to do so.

(C) Even though they know the future consequences of their actions, many nations continue to pollute the
environment.

(D) It is well documented that many nations pollute the environment despite the fact that this will make life
impossible in the future.
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| 3.Sentence Simplification |

3 The payment of bride price (a sum of money or goods given to the family of the bride by the groom)
fhas quite a number of effects on African society. First, the payment of bride price acts to increase the stability
of African family structures. Sons are dependent on their fathers and older relatives to help them pay the
bride price of their wives, and this generally leads to greater levels of obedience and respect. The
negotiations between the two families concerning the bride price allow the parents and other family members
to meet and get to know one another before the marriage. Finally, since the bride price must often be
repaid in case of a divorce, the bride’s family often works to make sure that any marital problems are solved
quickly. Bride prices also work as a system of wealth distribution in African cultures. Wealthier families can
afford to support the marriage of their sons, and thus their wealth is transferred to other families.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential

information.

(A) Obedient and respectful sons can rely on their fathers and elders to help them pay the bride price of
their wives.

(B) Sons are dependent on their fathers and elders, and this makes them more obedient and respectful.

(C) Young men must obey their fathers and elders because they need their help to pay the bride price of
their wives.

(D) Sons respect the fact that their fathers and elders will help them pay the bride price of their wives.

4 Psychopharmacology, the use of mood-altering drugs to treat psychiatric conditions, is a rapidly
growing field of medicine. While the use of psychiatric drugs has been in existence for over fifty years,
improvements in the understanding of brain chemistry and the consequent discovery of new drug types
have greatly expanded their use, and there are now drugs available for the treatment of nearly every major
form of psychiatric disorder. This has undeniably led to the improvement of countless lives, but the
expanded use of drugs in treating the mentally ill may have unforeseen medical and social consequences.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential

information.

(A) Psychiatric drugs have been around for nearly fifty years, but the improvements they can make in brain
chemistry have greatly expanded their use, and there are now drugs for most mental illnesses.

(B) Although these drugs are not new, discoveries relating to brain chemistry and the resulting development
of new drugs have greatly expanded the use of psychiatric drugs to include treatment of most mental
illnesses.

(C) Although psychiatric drugs are not new, improvements in brain chemistry have only recently allowed
them to be used to treat most mental illnesses.

(D) While psychiatric drugs have existed for over fifty years, their expanded use and the invention of new

drugs now allow doctors to treat nearly every form of mental illness.
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5 Valley formation occurs through a number of different erosion mechanisms. Valleys can either be U-
shaped or V-shaped, and a valley’s basic shape depends on how it was formed. U-shaped valleys are
typically much older than V-shaped valleys. U-shaped valleys form during ice ages. During these periods,
glaciers will form in V-shaped valleys created in previous eras. The intense weight of the glacier will cut into
the valley, and the slow movement of the glacier means that most of its erosive force is directed to the sides
of the valley rather than to the bottom. This produces a valley that has steep sides and a wide bottom. In
addition to their shape, these glacial valleys can be identified by the presence of rivers or streams that are
far too narrow to explain the erosion of the valley. These streams are the remainders of the streams that

cut the original V-shaped valley that existed before glacial erosion.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential
information.

(A) Glaciers remove an intense weight from the valley because their lack of speed means that they direct
most of their force to the sides.

(B) Because of its slow movement, the erosive forces created by the intense weight of the glacier will be
directed horizontally rather than vertically.

(C) The intense weight of the glaciers means that they will only move at a slow pace and will cut the sides
of the valley rather than the bottom.

(D) A glacier will cut the sides of a valley rather than the bottom because its intense weight resists the
downward force of erosion.
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6 The concept that language determines, or at least influences, our thoughts is known as linguistic
determinism. The theory was first presented in the West by Wilhelm von Humbolt, a famous German linguist
of the 19" century. His ideas were later expanded upon by Franz Boas, who, through his study of various
languages around the world, came to realize how complete and total the differences between those various
languages could be. This gave rise to the belief that if languages were so radically different, then the
thoughts allowed by those languages must be quite different as well. The assumption was that in order to
think something, a person had to be able to say it.

The concepts of linguistic determinism were most clearly focused in the work of Edward Sapir and his
protégé Benjamin Whorf. Although Sapir and Whorf never developed an explicit theory of linguistic
determinism, the ideas expressed in their numerous writings have come to be known as the Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis is a less rigid theory of linguistic determinism than the earlier
theories of the German linguists. Whereas earlier linguists had claimed that thoughts are impossible without
language and therefore controlled by language, Sapir and Whorf claimed that thoughts were merely
influenced by language. This difference gave rise to competing theories of strong and weak linguistic

determinism.

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in
the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential
information.

(A) While earlier linguists felt that it would be impossible to control our thoughts without language, Sapir
and Whorf were not influenced by these ideas.

(B) Although Sapir and Whorf claimed that language affects thinking, they felt the earlier claims about
language and thinking were impossible.

(C) Earlier linguists had claimed that thoughts and language were always connected, but Sapir and Whorf
argued that this connection was not that influential.

(D) Although earlier linguists had claimed that thoughts could only exist through language, Sapir and Whorf
argued that language only helped to shape our thoughts.
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Factual Information & Negative Fact

Both factual information and negative fact questions are based on information that is directly stated in
the passage. Factual information questions ask you to choose an answer that is correct according to
the passage. Negative fact questions ask you to choose an answer that is untrue according to the
passage. Each passage has 3 - 6 factual information questions and 0 - 2 negative fact questions.
Both question types are worth 1 point.

Sample Question

28 o

The most important scientific tools for astronomers are telescopes. This is proven by the fact that
the first major discoveries about the solar system, those of Galileo, accompanied the invention of the
telescope. As telescopes have increased in power over the centuries, they have allowed astronomers to
make more and more discoveries about the nature of the universe. The first telescopes used glass
lenses to focus their light, but most modern telescopes now use mirrors as their major light collectors.
In a lens telescope, the light must pass through the lens, so the lens must be entirely perfect. But in a
mirror telescope, the light simply bounces off the mirror. This means that only the surface of the mirror
must be perfect, making it much easier to manufacture large mirrors. Making larger and larger mirrors
for telescopes is important because a telescope’s power is directly proportional to the size of its mirror.
Therefore, the primary concern for astronomers is to get the largest mirror possible for their telescope.

T Which of the following is true of lens telescopes?

(A) They were easier to make.

(B) They were more powerful.

(C) They capture light more effectively.
(D) The lens needs to be flawless.

2 According to the passage, all of the following are true of telescopes EXCEPT:

(A) In modern days, mirrors are used to gather lights instead of lenses.
(B) Mirror telescopes require a mirror with a perfect surface.

(C) Lens telescopes present no problems in manufacturing.

(D) The power of mirror telescopes increases with the size of the mirror.

1-(D). The passage says that lens used in telescopes must be perfect so that light can pass through them.
2-(C). The passage implies that a lens telescope is more difficult to manufacture than a mirror telescope.
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| 4. Factual Information & Negative Fact |

Keys to Solution

Factual Information

@ Identify the key word in the question, and scan the passage for this word or corresponding idea.
Carefully read the related information.

@ The correct answer is a restatement of particular information from the passage. Therefore, while the
wording may be different, the similar ideas should be apparent.

© Exclude answer choices that contain

- information that is contradicted by the passage or not mentioned in the passage
- information that is stated in the passage but is irrelevant to the question

Negative Fact

@ Identify key words from the question, then scan the passage to find these key words in their original
context.

@ As with factual information questions, the correct answers will be paraphrased. It is important to
recognize corresponding ideas.

© Use the process of elimination. By identifying correct statements of information one by one, you will
eventually find the incorrect one.

How the Question is Worded

Factual Information
- According to the paragraph, which of the following is true of X?

4 According to the paragraph, X did Y because

Negative Fact

4 According to the passage, which of the following is NOT true of X?

- The author’s description of X mentions all of the following EXCEPT:
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1 People who eat meat usually get enough protein and the correct balance of amino acids. People who
are vegetarians, whether for philosophical, aesthetic, or economic reasons, have to be careful that they get
enough protein, and in particular, the essential amino acids. Increasing recognition of the role of plants as a
major source of amino acids for human populations has led agricultural scientists to develop high-protein
strains of food plants and plants with essential amino acids, such as “high lysine” corn.

What kind of plants are the scientists now trying to develop for vegetarians?

(A) Plants without amino acids

(B) Plants that offer nutrients similar to those in meat
(C) Plants that produce higher calories than meat

(D) Plants with no calories

2 Acid rain is rain that has unusually high levels of acid in it, and is a result of air pollution. When fossil
fuels are burned, they release chemicals containing sulfur and nitrogen into the air. Once in the air, these
chemicals combine with water vapor to form sulfuric and nitric acids, which then return to Earth when it
rains. Since it is the result of burning fossil fuels, acid rain presents the greatest problems in industrial
nations that rely heavily on coal as a source of energy. More advanced nations, such as the United States
and many parts of Western Europe, have developed technology that reduces the amount of sulfur and
nitrogen released from their power plants. They are therefore at least partially able to control their acid rain
problems.

According to the paragraph, advanced nations are less susceptible to acid rain because

(A) they consume less energy

(B) they have the technology for cleaner energy production

(C) they have the technology to separate the acid from the rain
(D) they have stronger environmental laws
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3 Modernism was probably the most influential intellectual and artistic movement of the 20" century.
Modernism is difficult to define because it has many aspects, but it is essentially the complete rejection of
the artistic values of the previous centuries. Artists like Picasso abandoned traditional attitudes towards
perspective and realism, and created highly fragmented and abstract works. Similarly, many writers
abandoned traditional structures of writing. T.S. Eliot dispensed with structure and organization in his poetry
to create “free verse” poetry, which followed none of the established poetic rules. In the sphere of music,
composers began to experiment with new sounds, focusing on the destruction of harmony rather than the

creation of it.

According to the paragraph, what is a common characteristic in all forms of modernism?

(A) The rejection of artistic tradition

(B) The strong influence of intellectuals

(C) A fear of experimentation

(D) A lack of any attempt to define its purpose

4 To the naked eye, planets and stars may appear to be similar, but they are really very different. Stars
are very hot and shine with their own light, whereas planets are much cooler and do not shine on their own.
The light one can see from a planet is actually reflected sunlight. As the sun’s light hits a planet, some of it
is reflected back into space. So while it appears that planets shine with their own light, this is really just an
illusion.

Planets maintain the same orbit century after century through a delicate balance of speed and gravity.
As the planets orbit around the sun, their circular motion tends to push them outwards. Anyone who has
ridden a merry-go-round has experienced the same effect. That outward push is exactly balanced by the
sun’s gravity, which pulls the planets towards the sun. This balance keeps the planets in their assigned orbits.

Many of the planets also have moons that travel around them as they travel around the sun. Earth has
one moon. Mercury, Venus, and Pluto have none. Jupiter, in contrast, has twelve moons. Mars and Neptune

have two. Uranus has five, and Saturn has nine.

All of the following are true of planets EXCEPT:

(A) They produce their own light.

(B) They travel in fixed orbits.

(C) They are affected by the sun’s gravity.
(D) They are visible by reflected sunlight.
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5 During the advent of the Industrial Revolution, widespread social acceptance of child labor meant that
children made up a large percentage of those who moved from the farm to the factory. In 1833, nearly two-
thirds of the factory workers in Leeds, a major industrial center in England, were under the age of 15. Nor
was England the only nation where children formed a majority of the factory workforce. As the Industrial
Revolution spread throughout Europe and the United States, so did this new form of child labor. Child labor
in Industrial Revolution factories, however, quickly proved to be far less benign than child labor on the
homestead. With no legal safeguards, children working in the factories of this time were little more than the
property of indifferent factory owners. It was typical for a child to work more than ten hours a day under
miserable conditions for 30-40% of the wages paid for an adult. Furthermore, children were subjected to
harsh punishments when they failed to keep pace with older workers. Children were routinely whipped,
dunked in cold water, or subjected to other inhumane punishments when they failed to meet their work
quotas. Children who ran away to escape such treatment were occasionally chained to their work stations.

The author mentions all of the following as hardships for child laborers during the Industrial
Revolution EXCEPT:

(A) long work hours

(B) low wages

(C) severe punishments
(D) random firings
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6 Map making, or cartography, is an activity of vital importance for human civilization. Maps improve the
speed and safety of travel, allow civilizations to set the boundaries of their territories, and occasionally by
their absence inspire further exploration of the world. The first known maps date to around 7000 BC.
Considering that earlier civilizations were hunter-gatherers with no cities or towns to mark on their maps,
this seems logical. The earliest maps are indeed maps of cities, and may have been used by city planners.
World maps at this time were next to useless. Early civilizations knew very little about the wider world
around them. Long distance travel was extremely difficult, and so the world maps of early civilizations were
based largely on their religious beliefs.

The first civilization to take a scientific approach to map making was the ancient Greeks. The ancient
Greeks, incidentally, were also the first ones to have an accurate view of the shape of the world. This
knowledge was a crucial element in the Greek system of map making. It was the Greeks who first developed
the system of latitude and longitude that we still use on maps today. Understanding that the world was a
sphere allowed the Greeks to divide their maps according to a 360 degree system. This turned the world
into a grid, on which they could precisely describe any location. While the Greek system of map making was
a good one, Greek maps were still quite inaccurate because they had no accurate means of measuring

distance at the time.

According to the passage, all of the following are results of map making EXCEPT:

(A) increased international trade
(B) faster, safer travel

(C) the ability to mark territory
(D) motivation for exploration
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Solar Activity

Like Earth, the sun has several different forms of visible activity, or weather. But unlike Earth, the sun’s
weather is created by forces deep within the sun rather than in its atmosphere. The sun is made of electrically
charged particles, which create a strong magnetic field around the sun. Because the sun rotates slightly faster
at its equator than it does at its poles, this magnetic field slowly gets pulled out of balance. A helpful analogy
is to think of the sun’s magnetic field as a giant rubber band. As the sun rotates, the rubber band slowly
twists, becoming tighter and tighter.

It is this rising imbalance in its magnetic field that gives the sun its first form of weather. As the
magnetic field of the sun gets twisted, it gets focused on one part of the sun’s surface, resulting in an area
where the magnetic field is much stronger than on the rest of the sun. This incredibly strong magnetic field

10 prevents heat from rising up from the center of the sun to this area of the surface. The result is an area of the
sun’s surface which is cooler than the rest of the surface. Because they are cooler than the rest of the sun,
these sunspots appear to be darker. These dark spots can be several times the size of Earth, and
astronomers have noticed them for hundreds of years. Sunspots appear to follow an 11 year cycle of activity.
Although no one has been able to adequately explain the causes for this cycle as of yet, it seems that the
height of the cycle represents the time of greatest imbalance in the sun’s magnetic field, resulting in more
sunspots.

= Eventually, the magnetic field around a sunspot will become so twisted that it will snap. All the
energy that has been stored in the twists of the magnetic field will be released in one moment. The result is a
huge jump in temperature called a solar flare. In as little as ten seconds, the temperature will rise to as much
as 20 million degrees, up from about 1 million. Solar flares also release huge amounts of radiation, primarily
in the form of x-rays, into space. When this radiation reaches the Earth, it can damage satellites and affect

weather patterns.
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1 The word imbalance in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) power

(B) rotation
(C) uncertainty
(D) inequality

2 How does the sun’s magnetic field create sunspots ?

(A) It limits the light emitted by the sun.

(B) It focuses the sun’s charged particles in one area.

(C) It prevents the internal heat of the sun from rising.

(D) It makes some areas of the sun’s surface larger than others.

3 The word adequately in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) sufficiently
(B) scientifically
(C) easily

(D) productively

4 The word it in the passage refers to

(A) sun spot

(B) magnetic field
(C) energy

(D) radiation

5 All of the following are true of solar flares EXCEPT:

(A) They are the final result of the imbalances in the sun’s magnetic field.
(B) They result in a rapid increase in the surface temperature of the sun.
(C) They have little effect on the Earth because of their distance.

(D) They release large amounts of X-rays into space.

Paragraph 3 is marked with an arrow [= ].
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The Robber Barons

= As an economic system, capitalism assumes that open markets and free competition are always of
benefit to the customer. The idea is that in order to compete in an open market, a company must offer higher
quality products at a lower cost than its competitors. The result of this competition is that the consumer gets
the best possible product at the lowest possible cost. Another assumption of capitalism is that governments
must refrain from regulating or interfering in the business practices of companies because this prevents free
competition. The problem, however, is that this system relies on companies operating in an honest and
ethical manner, which is not always the case.
= In the 19" century, America was still a developing nation in many ways. The Industrial Revolution

was rapidly transforming much of the nation. However, the US was still a rustic, backward nation when
10 compared with the great nations of Europe. Much of the country’s territory was undeveloped and lacked even

basic infrastructure, such as usable roads and electricity. Therefore, the focus of the United States during this

period was on development, and the men driving this development were the robber barons.

The robber barons were not actually nobility. They were the leading businessmen of the time. They

owned the factories, shipyards, and railway companies that built the infrastructure America lacked, and they
15 became very rich doing this. The robber barons got their name from the fact that many of the business

practices they used were dishonest, and sometimes even criminal. Willing to do whatever was necessary to

ensure their dominance in business, the robber barons bribed officials, threatened competitors, took

advantage of their employees, and cared little for the environmental impacts of their industries. In creating

their vast business empires, the robber barons routinely engaged in anti-competitive business practices to

destroy their competitors. The result was that their brand of capitalism was not beneficial to the consumer.

Without the threat of real competition, the robber barons were able to set prices as they liked, and they had

no real pressure to improve the quality of their products.
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1 According to paragraph 1, in what way does capitalism benefit the customer?

(A) It ensures that businesses operate in an ethical manner.

(B) The competition it creates ensures lower prices and higher quality products.

(C) It prevents the government from interfering in business.

(D) It increases the level of competition among customers for high quality products.

Paragraph 1 is marked with an arrow [=].

2 The word refrain in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) prohibit (B) acknowledge
(C) resist (D) institute

3 The phrase this system in the passage refers to

(A) government regulation (B) capitalism
(C) beneficial business practices (D) operating in an ethical manner

4 According to paragraph 2, what difficulty did America face in the 19" century?

(A) It lacked effective forms of business management.

(B) It lacked the territory to become a developed nation.

(C) It could not deal with the rapid transformations of the Industrial Revolution.
(D) Large portions of its territory were far less developed than Europe.

Paragraph 2 is marked with an arrow [= ].

5 Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted
sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave

out essential information.

(A) The robber barons used a number of dishonest methods to make sure that they were at the top
of their businesses.

(B) The robber barons bribed officials and threatened other businesses because they were dominant
in their businesses.

(C) Although they bribed officials and damaged the environment, the robber barons were willing to
do whatever was necessary in business.

(D) The robber barons were willing to do anything in order to continue bribing officials and
threatening their competitors.
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Fill in the blank with a word that corresponds with the given definition.

1. d : n. cutting down all trees in an area

2. | : n. the imaginary line around the earth that represents distant from the equator
3. : n. imaginary line that crosses from the North Pole to the South Pole

4. P : n. an organism that lives on or in another organism in order to get food from it

Choose the right meaning for the words in bold.
1. Because of unforeseen events, we had to change the date of the company’s move to a new building.

(A) unexpected (B) invisible (C) unnoticeable (D) unrealistic

2. Conditions that are unfavorable for some businesses are very good for other businesses with
different needs, markets, and products.

(A) ideal (B) normal (C) rare (D) disadvantageous

3. The discovery of a small planet around a distant star confirmed that the theory of planet formation
was correct.

(A) questioned (B) contradicted (C) raised (D) proved

4. The cost of a new car was prohibitive, so the family bought a used car at lower cost instead.

(A) fair (B) expensive (C) normal (D) changing

Choose the right word for the blank in each sentence.

1. Anyone who comes in with an infected person is at risk of becoming ill and

should see a doctor.

(A) formation (B) consequence (C) acceptance (D) contact

2. Because the tumor was in an location, doctors could not remove it by surgery

and instead used other treatments.

(A) circular (B) durable (C) inaccessible (D) rustic

3. The athlete was __to so many injuries that he had to retire from his sport.
(A) contributed (B) subjected (C) motivated (D) transferred

4. To sales, the company advertised its new product heavily on a number of

popular websites on the internet.

(A) devise (B) maximize (C) emphasize (D) predate
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Inference questions test your ability to understand information that is only implied, not directly stated
in the passage. Inferences can be made by using a set of facts directly stated in the passage to draw
logical conclusions. There are 0 - 2 inference questions for each passage. This question is worth 1
point.

Sample Question

Midden analysis is the analysis of the trash piles of ancient civilizations. What people throw away
can tell archaeologists a great deal about a culture. Animal bones and vegetable remains can provide
important clues about the diet of ancient peoples. Discarded tools tell us of their occupations. Broken
pottery, scraps of clothing, and other personal objects can tell us of their lifestyles. Furthermore,
midden analysis can often tell us a great deal about the habitat in which a people lived. Chemical
analysis of plant matter, for example, provides information regarding temperatures, average rainfall,
and other climatic information about the time period.

What can be inferred from the passage?

(A) Middens only exist in certain climates.

(B) Climate affects the chemistry of plants.

(C) What people throw away changes in different climates.

(D) Middens are generally layered according to temperature changes.

Answer & Explanations

The answer is (B). We know the fact that chemicals in plant matter tells us information about climate in the period when

the plant lived. We can infer from this fact that climate has an effect on the chemistry of plants.
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Keys to Solution

@ Find a key word in the question and scan the passage for the key word or corresponding idea. Read
the related information carefully.

| 5.Inference

@ |t is essential to have a thorough understanding of the passage. An inference should always be made

based on the facts stated in the text. An incorrect understanding of the text will only lead to incorrect
inferences.

® Do not look for answer clues outside of the passage. Personal experiences, beliefs, or values will not

help you make correct inferences. Everything you need to solve the problem is provided in the
passage.

O Familiarize yourself with various types of inference questions, and use different strategies depending

on the question.

e Some inference questions are based on a single statement, or connections between several
statements in the same part of the passage.

e Some inference questions ask you to find a conclusion that is implied throughout an entire
paragraph, or several paragraphs.

® Some inference questions may ask you to predict a possible outcome by applying rules, laws, or
principles discussed in the passage.

How the Question is Worded

2 Which of the following can be inferred about X?
41 The author of the passage implies that X

2 Which of the following can be inferred from paragraph 1 about X?
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Core sampling is an essential tool for scientists wishing to investigate the geologic history of the Earth.
In core sampling, a hollow drill is used to drill into the Earth. The material contained in the hollow section of
the drill can then be brought up and studied. Core sampling can be conducted in any area (and with any
material) where the Earth is stable enough to form layers. A good example would be the ocean floor. On the
ocean floor there is almost no activity to disturb the layering process. There are no waves or human activity
to disturb the sediment. Therefore, sediment builds up in progressive layers, with each layer being older
than the one on top of it.

From the passage, it can be inferred that core sampling

(A) is a relatively new technique in geology

(B) is not very useful near human population centers
(C) was first developed for deep sea exploration

(D) can be performed even in cases of mixed sediment

In chemistry, a redox reaction is one in which one chemical is oxidized (loses electrons) and one
chemical is reduced (gains electrons). Redox reactions are some of the most common chemical reactions in
the natural world and are the result of the differences in the electronegativities of two chemicals.
Electronegativity is a chemical property which describes the ability to draw electrons from other chemicals.
Chemicals that have a strong ability to take electrons from other chemicals are said to be highly
electronegative, while those that tend to lose electrons easily are said to be electropositive.

A common example of a redox reaction would be the formation of rust. Rust forms when iron, a highly
electropositive metal, comes into contact with water. When this happens, iron loses electrons to the oxygen
atoms in water. The oxygen atoms and the iron are then bound together to form a new chemical compound,
iron oxide (rust). The formation of rust happens more quickly in salt water because salt water is more
electrically conductive than regular water and thus allows the electrons to move from the iron atoms to the
oxygen atoms more easily. Because many metals are highly electropositive, they also undergo similar
chemical reactions when exposed to water. Aluminum, for example, will react to form aluminum oxide,
another common form of rust.

What can be inferred about oxygen?

(A) It is necessary for all redox reactions.

(B) It is present in higher concentrations in salt water.
(C) It is an electronegative chemical.

(D) It will only react with metals.
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3 The art form of the opera was first developed in the Italian city of Florence during the 1590s. At the
time a group of composers and artists known as the Camerata were interested in injecting story telling into
music. They were inspired by the belief that the great tragic plays of ancient Greece had been sung rather
than simply acted. Another motivation may have been the desire of the composers to find an alternative to
the production of music for the Church, which they found rigid, conventional, and oppressive. This is
supported by the selection of material for the opera. Early composers took their material from the
mythologies of ancient Rome and Greece, which were full of plots, betrayals, and love affairs. From the very
beginning, the sobriety of the Church had little place in opera.

It can be inferred from the passage that early operas

(A) were always performed in Greece

(B) rarely, if ever, dealt with religious topics

(C) placed more importance on creativity than quality
(D) were only made by the most talented composers

4 The properties and chemical composition of sea water can change drastically with changes in
temperature and salinity. Both temperature and salinity (the amount of salt that is dissolved in sea water)
affect the density of water. In turn, density affects the ability of a substance to float. Less dense substances
will rise above denser substances, as is seen with oil and water. These two facts account for the fact that the
ocean has two distinct layers, surface water and deep water, which are separated by the thermocline.

Sea water is not perfectly clear; sunlight only penetrates through the first few hundred feet of sea
water. As a result, all of the sun’s heat is absorbed by this upper layer of sea water. Wave action mixes this
water together fairly evenly, and so the temperature is fairly uniform. Beyond the reach of sunlight and
wave action, however, the temperature of the ocean drops rapidly, more than 20°C in a few hundred feet.
Beyond this point, the temperature of the water continues to drop, but at a far slower rate. The result is two
layers of water with very different densities. The layer of rapid temperature change that separates these two
layers is called the thermocline. Nearly 90% of the world’s water is below the thermocline, but the vast
majority of sea life lives above the thermocline.

Based on the information in the passage, what can be inferred about water below the thermocline?

(A) It exists mostly as ice.

(B) It has a higher density.

(C) No life can survive below it.

(D) It is only a small fraction of the Earth’s water.
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5 The custom of paying a bride price before marriage is still a well-established part of many African
cultures. In paying a bride price, the family of the groom must provide payment to the family of the bride
before the marriage is allowed. The bride price can vary greatly from culture to culture in Africa. In the Zulu
and Swazi tribes of southern Africa, the bride price often takes the form of cattle. The actual payment of
money sometimes takes place, but payment in goods is more frequent. The amount paid in a bride price can
also vary. In modern times the bride price is occasionally quite small, and its value is mainly symbolic.
However, the bride price can still be quite high, especially among prominent or highly traditional families.

There are a number of justifications used to explain the payment of bride price. The first is that the
bride price represents an acknowledgement of the expense the bride’s family has gone to in order to raise
her and bring her up as a suitable bride for the groom. It also represents payment for the loss of a family
member, since the bride will officially become a member of her husband’s family and will leave her own. On
a deeper level the bride price represents payment for the fact that the bride will bring children into the
family of the groom, thereby increasing the wealth of the family. This concept is reinforced by the fact that
the bride price must often be returned if the bride fails to bear children.

It can be inferred from paragraph 2 that African families

(A) place great importance on childbirth

(B) never see their daughters after marriage

(C) pay the bride price on the day of the wedding
(D) place more value on men than women
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6 One of the most curious aspects of the enslavement of Africans in the New World is that they wrote
about the severe conditions of their bondage. In the long history of human bondage, it was only the black
slaves in the United States who created a body of literature that both testified against their captors and
portrayed the urge of every black slave to be free and literate. Hundreds of ex-slaves felt compelled to tell
their tales in anti-slavery lectures in the North and in the written form of the autobiographical narrative. As
several scholars have shown, there is an inextricable link in the Afro-American tradition between literacy and
freedom. As Ishmael Reed put the matter in his fictional slave narrative, Flight to Canada (1976), the slave
who somehow learned to read and write was the first to run away.

There were several reasons for the tendency of literate slaves to run away. First of all, the slave who
could read and write had a much higher chance of reaching the North than the slave who could not. Literate
slaves could read maps and plan their route more carefully. They could also write themselves fake passes
which explained why they were away from their master’s plantation. Aside from these practical advantages
that literacy provided, it often provided the motivation to run away as well. Literate slaves were able to read
for themselves. This allowed them to see past the lies of their masters, who had taught them that slavery
was their natural place in the world. The realization that this was not the case often brought the first
thoughts of running away to the North.

Which of the following can be inferred about African slaves in America?

(A) They didn’t want to take revenge on their masters.

(B) Chances of illiterate slaves’ successful flight were very low.
(C) Many slaves were able to read or write.

(D) Their conditions were worse than those of slaves in the past.
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Rhetorical Purpose

It is the job of every writer to effectively and efficiently convey understanding of the subject to the
reader, whether the purpose of the text is to inform, criticize, or even entertain. To achieve this,
various rhetorical methods may be employed. For example, the writer may give examples, use
allegories, or make comparisons and contrasts, all in the name of making the message clear. In iBT
TOEFL reading, rhetorical purpose questions usually ask what kind of role a specific detail plays in
relation to a paragraph, and how it aids in the audience’s understanding of the subject. Along these
same lines, you may also be asked to identify rhetorical relationships between paragraphs or within
the passage as a whole. There are 0 - 2 rhetorical purpose questions for each passage. This question
is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

It has long been an accepted fact that changes in environment can have a great impact on
evolution. Changes in environment present new challenges that a species must adapt to or face
extinction. Instances illustrating this fact are numerous. Climatic changes 64 million years ago led to the
extinction of the dinosaurs and the emergence of mammals. Rapid changes in the African climate led
early hominids to develop larger brains that would later characterize them as human. The introduction
of antibiotics in medicine has led some diseases to evolve so that they are more resistant to these
medicines. These are just a few of the ways in which environmental changes help drive evolution.

Why does the author discuss antibiotics?

(A) To explain how humans treat certain diseases

(B) To give an example of how an organism can adapt to changes in its environment
(C) To discuss how the creation of medicine can sometimes endanger human health
(D) To show that the effects of evolution are not always positive

Answer & Explanations

The answer is (B). The main idea is that the organism inevitably has to adapt to environmental changes. All of the
examples illustrate ways to adapt to the challenges caused by environmental changes.
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Keys to Solution

@ Read the question and locate the section of the passage that contains that particular information. As

| 6.Rhetorical Purpose |

you read, figure out how this information relates to the main idea. For example, the question may deal

with information that:

- exemplifies or supports a main idea

- clarifies an unfamiliar concept that a paragraph discusses
- refutes or supports a certain argument

- compares or contrasts one thing with another

- provides a solution or answer to a problem

@ |t is very helpful to familiarize yourself with various ways of organizing ideas in a passage.

® definition
® comparison and contrast
® problem and solution

cause and effect
classification

® Memorize expressions frequently used in answer choices.

]
® to give / provide an example of ® to identify
® to argue ® to describe
® to contrast A to/with B ® to suggest
® to compare A to/with B ® to give evidence that
® to note ® to explain
® to show /illustrate / demonstrate e to differentiate
® to emphasize ® to support
How the Question is Worded
4 The author discusses X in paragraph 1 in order to ...
-2 Why does the author mention X in paragraph 1?
2 In paragraph 1, the author uses Y as an example of ...
2 In paragraph 1, the author explains the concept of X by ...
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1 The Earth’s magnetic field is roughly in line with its axis of rotation, and in places extends for tens of
thousands of miles beyond the Earth. The magnetic field of the Earth, however, is not entirely stable. Each
year the exact location of the magnetic poles can drift up to 15 km. Any number of factors can lead to local
or temporary disturbances in the magnetic field. Furthermore, the overall strength of the Earth’s magnetic
field is currently weakening. Finally, there is considerable evidence that the Earth’s magnetic field has
undergone a large number of major shifts and reversals throughout the history of the Earth.

The author discusses the instabilities in the Earth’s magnetic field by

(A) mentioning current decreases in its size
(B) giving examples of magnetic fluctuations
(C) explaining the role of the axis of rotation in creating instabilities

(D) mentioning various theories of what causes those instabilities

2 The French colonial empire began with the discovery of the New World at the end of the 1400s. The
French had gotten off to a slow start because of a series of wars with Spain. Eventually, however, France
established colonies in the Caribbean as well as in both North and South America. France lost much of its
North American territory to England in the French and Indian Wars of the 1750s, and it lost Haiti, its most
prized colony in the Caribbean, to a slave revolt in 1801. When it sold the remainder of its North American
territory to the US in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, it appeared that France was losing interest in its
American colonies. Actually, chaos at home made it impossible for France to keep control of its colonies. The
French Revolution, the rise of Napoleon, and the resulting European wars required all of France’s attention

and resources.

Why does the author mention Napoleon ?

(A) To better illustrate the true reasons for France’s withdrawal from its American colonies
(B) To better demonstrate his ineffectiveness as the leader of a colonial power
(C) To discuss his role in enabling the Louisiana Purchase

(D) To explain the return of France to active colonization
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3 Thousands of years ago, human beings lived in dark, dank caves. Today, some people are living in
light, dry ones. Why are people moving back into caves? Will you be living in a cave someday? A cave may
not be everyone'’s idea of a dream home, but it can offer an alternative to other types of housing.

In fact, building underground is not a new idea. Subterranean factories are standard in Sweden. In
Japan, it is also a regular practice to build shopping areas below ground. In addition, Kansas City, Missouri,
is home to the world's largest underground business complex, known as Subtropolis . If living, working, and

shopping underground seem plausible to you, there may be a cave in your future.

Why does the author mention Subtropolis in Kansas City?

(A) To contrast it to the subterranean factories in Sweden

(B) To stress that building underground is not an uncommon practice

(C) To explain why some people prefer to live underground

(D) To argue that subtropolises will be widespread throughout the world in the future.

4 Cultivation theory, first developed by sociologist George Gebner in the 1960s, attempts to explain the
effects that mass media have on the attitudes of the public. In its simplest form, cultivation theory says that
mass media, such as television and radio, help to form our view of the world. Our understanding of how the
world works and our feelings about the world are heavily influenced by mass media.

According to cultivation theory, the more a person is exposed to mass media, the more that person
relies on mass media for an understanding of reality. This is important because what is shown as reality in
the mass media is often quite different from what actually happens in the real world. For example, if a person
watched a great number of police dramas on TV, that person might believe that police are frequently
involved in gun battles with criminals. But in real life, most police go through their entire careers without
ever firing their weapons. This is just one example of how mass media can give the public an inaccurate
view of reality. In another example, television typically shows characters that are attractive and wealthy,

leading to the unrealistic expectation that most people in real life should be attractive and wealthy also.

The author mentions police dramas in order to

(A) suggest a cause for the violence in society

(B) illustrate how mass media creates inaccurate views of reality
(C) illustrate the negative effects of violent TV shows

(D) suggest that people should not watch such TV shows
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5 The end of the American Civil War was supposed to bring freedom to the African-American slaves; and
for a while it did. After the war, the southern states were controlled by the Northern army in a military
government. During this time, African-Americans enjoyed relatively equal treatment in the South. As the
southern states were slowly readmitted into the Union and the Northern army withdrew, however, many of
the freedoms that African-Americans had gained were again taken from them.

The first attack on African-American freedoms came in the election of 1876. White southerners used
violence and intimidation to keep African-Americans from voting in this election. The result was a southern
government that was entirely white and hostile to African-Americans. Southern states quickly passed a
number of laws intended to keep African-Americans from enjoying the freedoms they had won. Informally
known as the Jim Crow laws, these laws basically separated whites and African-Americans in the South.
African-Americans were prohibited from eating in the same restaurants, going to the same schools, or even
using the same water fountains as whites.

The most damaging laws to African-Americans, however, were the voting laws. The southern states
passed laws requiring literacy tests and a special voting tax for all voters. While some African-Americans
could pass the literacy test, few could afford to pay the voting tax. These two laws were very effective in
limiting the political power of African-Americans. In 1900, Alabama had 181,000 African-Americans who
were old enough to vote, yet only 3,000 were actually registered to do so. The voting laws ensured that
African-Americans had no voice in government and no effective way to fight against their unfair treatment.

Why does the author mention African-American voters in Alabama in paragraph 3?

(A) To suggest that the Jim Crow laws were most severe in Alabama
(B) To show the effectiveness of the Jim Crow laws in excluding African-American voters
(C) To show that while African-Americans had large numbers, they lacked political organization

(D) To better illustrate the small proportion of the African-American population that could read and write
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6 Establishing the dates for the artifacts they find is one of the chief jobs of archaeologists. Modern
archaeologists have a number of highly accurate scientific methods to determine the date of an artifact, but
in the early days of archaeology, this was mainly done through guesswork. The first attempt to develop an
organized system for dating artifacts came in 1820, when Christian Thomsen, a Danish archaeologist,
suggested his three-age system. The basis of Thomsen'’s dating system was the examination of tools found
at an archaeological site. According to Thomsen, all early cultures had progressed from first using stone
tools to bronze tools and finally to iron tools. Thus, if bronze tools were found at a site, an archeologist could
say with certainty that the site came after the Stone Age but before the Iron Age. Analyzing the
sophistication with which tools were made could help further identify the time period for a site. High quality
stone tools would indicate the site came from the late Stone Age, while simpler stone tools would suggest it
came from the early Stone Age.

Thomsen'’s dating system, however, has a number of problems. First, while his system is helpful for
dating sites within the same culture, it is not very effective in dating sites from multiple cultures. Different
civilizations adopted the new technologies of bronze and iron at different times, and one culture may have
still been in the Bronze Age while another culture had already progressed to the Iron Age. Furthermore,
some civilizations never adopted these technologies, or skipped steps. The peoples of the Sahara , for
example, went directly from using stone tools to using iron tools, skipping the Bronze Age entirely. Another

example would be the Maya civilization in Central America, which never progressed beyond stone tools.

Why does the author mention The peoples of the Sahara ?

(A) To show that Thomsen lacked knowledge of African cultures
(B) To prove that the three-age system is flawed
(C) To explain why the Bronze Age should be eliminated from the three-age system

(D) To suggest that these cultures were more advanced than those Thomsen studied
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Sentence Insertion

Sentence insertion questions ask you to determine the most logical place where a given sentence
should be put. These questions present an extra sentence in bold and ask you to place it in one of
four possible places, marked by squares [[ll]. Select the square that represents the most logical
place for the insertion sentence. There is 1 sentence insertion question for each passage, and itis
always the next-to-last question. This question is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

52«

The horseshoe crab is one of the world’s oldest creatures. But now these crabs may be in
danger. [F] Each spring they come onto shore during the high tide to lay their eggs. At the same
time, thousands of sea birds arrive to feast on the crab eggs. 3] Now, however, there are fewer crabs
making the journey to land. As horseshoe crabs make good fishing bait, fishers come to the shores and
scoop up the female crabs before they can lay their eggs. The fishing business may be taking as many
as two million crabs each year from eastern shores.

Look at the four squares [[ll] that indicate where the following sentence could be added to the
passage.

In fact, they predate the time of the dinosaurs.

Where would the sentence best fit?

Answer & Explanations

The answer is square Y. The first sentence says that the horseshoe crab is one of the oldest creatures. The insertion
sentence emphasizes the first sentence by saying it is older than the dinosaurs. Therefore, the insertion sentence
should be placed after the first sentence.
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Keys to Solution

© Reading passages in the TOEFL /BT are written coherently and have a logical flow, with or without the
insertion sentence. Don't waste time looking for spots where the sentence will clear up an illogical or
incoherent discussion. Instead, look for places where it simply provides additional relevant information.

@ Sece if there are any reference words such as pronouns and pro-forms in the insertion sentence.
Reference words provide hints for the correct location because they refer to previously mentioned
nouns and ideas. Look for such referents in surrounding sentences, and these will indicate where the

insertion sentence belongs.

© See if there are any transitional words or phrases in the insertion sentence. Such transitions indicate
the function of an insertion sentence, like explaining a sequence or providing an example. Examine the
context of the discussion and determine where such transitions logically fit.

O Double-check the passage after inserting the extra sentence. Read it again to make sure that the
passage makes sense with the insertion sentence. If the flow is illogical or unnatural, find another place
to put the insertion sentence.

How the Question is Worded

Look at the four squares [[l]] that indicate where the following sentence could be added to the

passage.

[You will see a sentence in bold]

Where would the sentence best fit?
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1 Stoicism was one of the many philosophical movements which originated in Athens during its golden
age. First formulated by Zeno of Citium in 301 BC, stoicism stresses indifference to both pleasure and pain,
whether in a physical or emotional form. Stoics hold that reason should be the sole guide of one’s actions,
and that passions, such as pleasure and pain, cloud one’s reason. Stoics train themselves to lead a
materially simple life. [§] Luxuries are to be avoided. Similarly, stoics seek to lead an emotionally simple
life, free of emotional entanglements. [B] Stoics taught themselves to live apart from their society, at least
in an emotional sense.

Choose the correct square [[Jl]] where the given sentence should be added.

To a stoic, the ability to think clearly is the greatest of all virtues, and anything that impairs this
ability should be avoided.

2 Although the works of James Fenimore Cooper are generally considered to be of low literary quality
today, Cooper’s novels have an important place in the history of American literature for a number of
reasons. First, his hero, Natty Bumppo, served as a model for later heroes in American fiction. Even more
than 150 years later, one can still see Bumppo’s qualities of rugged individualism mirrored in the modern
action heroes of books and films. Secondly, Cooper’s novels awakened a hunger for truly American novels.
Before Cooper’s time, American readers had generally looked to European authors as the source of much of
their literature. These novels naturally dealt with European issues rather than American ones. After the
success of Cooper’s novels, however, Americans were no longer content with this situation. [E] They began
to demand novels that took place in American settings and dealt with American issues. Therefore,
Cooper’s novels were influential in promoting the growth of American literature in general. [8)

Choose the correct square [[J]] where the given sentence should be added.

In short, they wanted novels for Americans, written by Americans.

3 The ideas of Charles Darwin had significant effects well beyond the areas of biology and ecology. The
basic premise of Darwin’s ideas — the concept that organisms must adapt or face extinction — made its way
into the social theories of the 19" century as well. Social Darwinism, the adaptation of Darwin’s ideas to
human societies, was the dominant social philosophy of the 19th century. [&] In its basic form, Social
Darwinism claimed that the same forces which cause the evolution of organisms caused the evolution of
societies as well. According to this view, it was natural that societies which were better adapted to the
pressures of the era would advance and oppress those which were not so well adapted. [B] Therefore, every
society was locked in a struggle for supremacy against its neighbors.

Choose the correct square [[ll] where the given sentence should be added.

Simply put, Social Darwinism stated that the rise and fall of cultures was governed by the survival
of the fittest.
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4 The forest canopy is defined as the upper reaches of the forest. It is composed of large, slow-
growth trees, which rise high above the forest floor and then spread their branches over a wide area. [5]
Examples of canopy trees would be pines, oaks, and redwoods. They rise as a straight column of wood
for many feet, and then, at their tops, branch out to spread a heavy layer of leaves. [B] In this way, canopy
trees are able to absorb the largest amount of sunlight. In fact, canopy trees have such a monopoly on
sunlight in the forest that they are responsible for nearly 90% of all photosynthesis that occurs.

Choose the correct square [[ll] where the given sentence should be added.

What distinguishes these trees is that they have little or no leafage at their lower levels.

5 In a direct democracy, the power of decision making lies directly with the public. The public chooses its
leaders, votes on its laws, and is actively involved in the major decisions of society. The power of a direct
democracy is based on three principles: the power of initiative, the power of referendum, and the power of
recall. The power of initiative is the power to raise issues that should be voted on. [F] In a direct
democracy, any citizen can, in theory, suggest a new law or policy. In practice, issues are usually raised
through petitions. [B] The power of referendum is simply the power to approve or reject initiatives through a
direct vote. In this way, citizens in a direct democracy are actively involved in creating their own laws. The
final principle of a direct democracy is the power of recall. Under the power of recall, the public has the right
to remove government officials it is unhappy with. This means that the leaders of the nation are directly

responsible to the public, since they can basically be removed from office at any time.

Choose the correct square [JJ]] where the given sentence should be added.

If a citizen can get a certain number of signatures for his or her idea, that person can force the

society to vote on the idea.

6 An important idea in economics is Say’s Law of Markets, which attempts to explain recessions.
Recessions are temporary downturns in the economy characterized by increased unemployment, decreased
production of goods, and decreased spending by consumers. If people lack money, they cannot buy the
products that factories produce. [B] In turn, factories become unprofitable and are forced to reduce their
workforces, leading to increases in unemployment and further drops in consumer spending. The
traditional view of recessions holds that they are the result of a lack of money. [B] According to Say, the
true cause of recessions is problems in supply. Specifically, he felt that most recessions start because there
is a lack of supply, or that the wrong goods are being supplied. This creates an overabundance of some
goods and a lack of other goods. In this case, consumers want to buy products, but they are not being
supplied with the products they want to buy. The result is a drop in overall consumer spending, which then

worsens the effects of the recession.

Choose the correct square [[l]] where the given sentence should be added.

In 1803, however, French economist Jean-Baptiste Say suggested another explanation.
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Reading Practice (1)

Atmospheric Circulation

Much of the world’s weather is determined by two atmospheric cells: the Hadley cell and the Polar cell.
Cells are atmospheric cycles that are driven by thermal energy. As the sun heats the air near the surface of
the Earth, that air begins to rise. At a certain point, however, this air encounters a barrier and cannot rise any
further. As new air is heated and begins to rise, the warm air near this barrier is pushed sideways, since it

5 cannot move vertically anymore. As it moves, it begins to lose its heat, until it once again begins to sink
towards the Earth, pushing the cooler air below it sideways and forming a circular movement of air, which is
called a cell.

The Hadley cell begins about 5 degrees north or south of the equator, where the sun’s heating effect is
the strongest. The high temperatures near the equator allow the air to pick up tremendous amounts of

10 moisture from the oceans before it begins to rise. The energy contained in the warm, moist air causes violent
thunderstorms which transport that energy high into the atmosphere. As the warm, moist air begins its
horizontal movement, it begins to lose energy in the form of heat. By the time it reaches a latitude of about
30 degrees north or south, it has lost enough heat energy to once again sink towards the Earth. In the last
part of the cycle, the air flows back towards the equator to begin the cycle again. An important effect of this is

15 that the Hadley cell creates the strong trade winds that early sailors used to cross the seas.

The Polar cell begins at much higher latitudes, where the air is considerably cooler and drier. I At
about 60 degrees north or south, the air still has enough heat to drive a cell cycle. As the air rises, it
encounters a similar barrier and begins to move laterally instead of vertically. [B] By the time it reaches the
North or South Pole, it has lost nearly all of its heat and sinks back down to the Earth. The major difference is

20 that the air was never warm enough to pick up much moisture, so this part of the cycle involves much less
water loss than it does in the Hadley cell. The major effect of the Polar cell on weather is that it creates the jet

stream, the strong eastern wind pattern that controls much of the weather at northern and southern latitudes.
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What can be inferred from the passage about the movement of air?

(A) Air near the equator moves faster than air near the Poles.

(B) Cool air tends to sink below warm air.

(C) The loss of moisture tends to slow the movement of air.

(D) The movement of air is influenced by changes in weather patterns.

Why does the author mention trade winds ?

(A) To discuss the discovery of the Hadley cell

(B) To illustrate the dangers of the thunderstorms in the Hadley cell
(C) To further illustrate the weather effects created by the Hadley cell
(D) To indicate the areas where Hadley cells most frequently occur

What can be inferred from the passage about the Polar cell?

(A) It is less useful to sailors than the Hadley cell.

(B) It is not as clearly understood as the Hadley cell.

(C) Its air currents move more slowly than those of the Hadley cell.
(D) It creates fewer thunderstorms than the Hadley cell.

How does the author explain the movement of air in the Hadley cell and the Polar cell?

(A) By discussing how each cell influences the other

(B) By discussing the role of heat in the movement of the air

(C) By contrasting the direction of movement within each cell

(D) By explaining how weather can disrupt the normal movement in each cell

Look at the four squares [Jl]] that indicate where the following sentence could be added to
the passage.

Although these atmospheric conditions are somewhat different, the mechanics that drive
the Polar cell are the same as those for the Hadley cell.

Where would the sentence best fit?
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Reading Practice

White's Law

= White’s law, named after the famous anthropologist Leslie White, is a theory which attempts to
explain how the availability of energy affects the speed of advancement in civilization. White’s law basically
states that civilization evolves as the amount of energy harnessed per person is increased, or as the efficiency
of energy usage is increased. [&]

= The basic assumption of White’s law is that out of the three major aspects of civilization
(technological, sociological, and ideological), the technological aspect plays the primary role in driving the
evolution of civilization. White thought that the purpose of all technology is to help overcome the
challenges of survival. [B] Farming technology provides us with greater amounts of food, and housing
technology provides us with shelter. Since all technology requires some form of energy to operate, greater

v amounts of energy should allow us to use greater amounts of technology, which in turn should allowﬂsodety to
advance more. The same would be true of more efficient energy usage. If technology is created that uses less
energy, that should have the same basic effect as increasing the total amount of energy available.

White distinguished five different stages in the evolution of civilization, according to the different forms
of energy used to power technology. In the first stage, energy is provided by our own muscles. Humans in this
stage of development must do all of their own work. In the second stage of development, humans begin to
use animals to power their technology, as a farmer does when he uses a horse to pull his plow. The third
stage occurs when humans begin to use plants as a source of power. White identified this stage with a huge
increase in the efficiency of farming. In the fourth stage, humans begin to rely on natural resources such as

coal and oil as their primary source of energy. In the final stage, nuclear power is utilized to provide energy.
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1 According to paragraphs 1 and 2, all of the following affect the advance of civilization EXCEPT

(A) the total amount of available energy per person
(B) the utilization of technology

(C) the forms of energy available

(D) the efficiency with which energy is used

Paragraphs 1 and 2 are marked with arrows [= ].

2 In paragraph 2, the author discusses the assumptions that White made about civilization in
order to

(A) stress the importance of technology in modern civilization

(B) illustrate the weaknesses in White’s theory

(C) demonstrate the logic behind White’s theory

(D) explain why some civilizations are more advanced than others

Paragraph 2 are marked with arrows [=].

3 Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted
sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave
out essential information.

(A) Since all technology needs energy to work, the availability of technology should increase with
that of energy, which will allow further developments in civilization.

(B) In order to allow societies to advance in turn, greater amounts of energy are needed to operate
the increasing amount of technology those societies produce.

(C) Better technology, which is needed to allow society to advance more, will require greater
amounts of energy to operate.

(D) Because the operation of technology requires the formation of energy, further advances in
society are only allowed by greater amounts of energy.

4 The word distinguished in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) defined (B) studied (C) hypothesized (D) differentiated

5 Look at the four squares [[ll] that indicate where the following sentence could be added to
the passage.

The full theory is complex, but it can be simplified into the following statement.

Where would the sentence best fit?
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B
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Fill in the blank with a word that corresponds with the given definition.

1. M : n. an exclusive control over something

& U : n. a situation where people vote to make an important political decision

3 L . n. removal of an official from a government position by vote

4. P _: n. a document signed by many people that demands some action from the government

Choose the right meaning for the words in bold.

1. The man who is going to give a lecture today is a prominent figure in politics.

(A) well-known (B) innovative (C) long-standing (D) skilled

2. Wind power is a pollution-free source of energy but is difficult to harness in places without steady
winds.

(A) provide (B) conserve (C) waste (D) use

3. The emergence of new political parties is a common occurrence in some countries but is relatively
rare in others.

(A) plan (B) duty (C) expectation (D) rise

4. The release of large bubbles of gas from under the mud caused a disturbance on the ocean floor.

(A) explosion (B) split (C) disruption (D) pollution

Choose the right word for the blank in each sentence.

1. A resource may be abundant, yet be very hard to because expensive equipment
is needed to use it.

(A) utilize (B) establish (C) penetrate (D) fulfill

2. Archeologists concluded that the ~ found near the city were made in the Bronze Age.
(A) artifacts (B) occupations (C) canopies (D) captors

3. This machine hasa  to become too hot, so be sure that you always watch its

temperature carefully.

(A) sobriety (B) composition (C) tendency (D) factor

4. A substance like sugar will easily in water, but a substance like oil will remain

separate from water.
(A) absorb (B) inject (C) investigate (D) dissolve
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TYPE

Prose Summary

Prose summary questions ask you to complete a summary of a passage. In these questions, you will
be given an introductory sentence and six statements. From these six statements, you must select
three statements to create a summary of the passage. The Prose summary question is worth 2 points.

Sample Question

62

Bird Migration

Every spring and fall, you can probably look up into the sky and see large flocks of birds either
coming or going. This habit of flying south for the winter and north for the summer is called migration,
and most birds do it. Birds migrate for a number of reasons. One reason is of course to escape the
harsh conditions of winter. Although they have feathers, most birds are poorly equipped to deal with
extremely cold temperatures. Their nests are open to the wind and snow, and do little to keep the birds
warm. Furthermore, birds often find it extremely difficult to gather enough food during the winter. By
flying south into warmer climates during the winter, birds avoid the cold temperatures and food
shortages that other animals have to endure during the winter months. Another reason is mating. Many
birds will only lay their eggs in certain places and at certain times of the year. So, migration also occurs
at mating times.

One of the amazing things about birds is the distances and the accuracy with which they migrate.
Many birds are able to find their way back to the exact same spots year after year, despite having flown
thousands of kilometers. The bar goose, for example, migrates over 30,000 kilometers each year
without losing its way.

In order to travel such long distances without getting lost, birds use a variety of methods to help
them navigate. One of the most important of these methods is the use of landmarks. From high in the
air, birds have an excellent view of the land below them. They can see mountains, rivers, and other
natural land features, and use them to find their way. Birds also have small bits of metal in their brains.
This helps them to sense the Earth’s magnetic field and determine the direction in which they are flying.

Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the passage is provided below. Complete the
summary by selecting the THREE answer choices that express the most important ideas in the passage.
Some sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are not presented in the
passage or are minor ideas in the passage. This question is worth 2 points.

Most birds fly south for the winter and north for the summer in a pattern called migration.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ | 8.Prose Summary |

(A) Birds migrate both to escape winter conditions (D) Birds are able to migrate incredibly long
and to arrive in the proper places during the distances without getting lost along the way.
mating season. (E) Birds use landmarks easily seen from above and
(B) Birds must migrate because the insects they eat a kind of internal compass to help them navigate.
burrow themselves deep in the ground during (F) The navigation systems of birds are far more
the winter. advanced than any system that humans have
(C) Many birds are unable to mate or lay their eggs if developed.

they have not migrated to the proper place.

Answer & Explanations '\

Answer Choices (A), (D) and (E) summarize paragraph 1, 2, and 3 respectively. (B) is not mentioned. (C) is only a minor
detail mentioned in paragraph 1. (F) is not accurate information.

Keys to Solution

@ As you read the passage, take notes on important facts and details.

@ The introductory sentence provided in the prose summary question directly states the main idea of the
passage. Select statements that directly relate to the introductory sentence.

© Make sure you can distinguish between major ideas and minor ideas. Major ideas are important pieces
of information that directly support the main idea. Minor ideas are details irrelevant to the main idea.
Select only the major ideas for your summary; exclude minor ideas.

O Before answering the prose summary question, skim the first few sentences of each paragraph.
Relevant major ideas can usually be found at the beginning of each paragraph. Also, make sure that
you can recognize these major ideas when they are paraphrased or worded differently.

© You can recognize incorrect statements and eliminate them if they

® are not mentioned in the passage or directly contradict information in the passage

® are only minor details in the passage

How the Question is Worded

Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the passage is provided below. Complete the
summary by selecting the THREE answer choices that express the most important ideas in the passage.
Some sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are not presented in the
passage or are minor ideas in the passage. This question is worth 2 points.
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The Dark Age of Greece

Many civilizations undergo a series of high points and low points during their history. Among early
civilizations, we call the low points “dark ages,” because civilizations often dropped to such a low level that it is
hard to get an accurate picture of their history during these periods. During a dark age, a civilization may not
have produced monuments, statues, or other objects which we use to learn about early civilizations.

One of the most important dark ages was the dark age of Greece, which lasted from about 1100 BC to 900
BC. Prior to that time, Greece had a highly advanced society called the Mycenaean civilization. The Mycenaeans
were a trading civilization, and they did much to spread their culture across the eastern Mediterranean. In fact,
the Mycenaean civilization was so important that when it collapsed in the 12" century BC, most other civilizations
in the region collapsed as well. The next 200 years are like a blank page to historians, and we know very little
about this period. One major reason for this is that writing basically stopped. The collapse of the Mycenaeans
brought an end to writing in the area, and thus an end to the written records historians rely on.

The little that we know about this period has been learned from archaeology. It seems that civilization
became much less advanced. The pottery from this period is much simpler and less artistic. This suggests that
there was a lack of wealthy people to buy higher quality products. Another interesting point is that most of the
large cities of earlier time periods appear to have been abandoned in favor of much smaller settlements. This
would suggest a large decrease in population, possibly due to a widespread lack of food and consequent
starvation.

Sometime around 800 BC, the Greeks began to emerge from this dark age, most probably due to the
influence of other civilizations. They had lost their early writing system, but began to use the writing system of
the Phoenicians at this time. They began constructing larger cities and trading with their neighbors again. Over

the next 300 years, their civilization continued to rise, and their dark age was forgotten.

1 Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the passage is provided below. Complete the
summary by selecting THREE answer choices that express the most important ideas in the passage.
Some sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are no