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Information Organization Exercise 

Answers may vary. 

1 Thesis Statement: Uniforms are a good idea. 
2 First Supporting Argument: Uniforms are not as expensive 

as brand-name clothing. 
a. Detailed Supporting Example: One uniform costs little 

money. 
3 Second Supporting Argument: Uniforms make it easy to 

get ready for school. 
a. Detailed Supporting Example: Students do not have to 

waste time choosing clothing. 
4 Third Supporting Argument: Uniforms create a sense of 

unity among students. 
a. Detailed Supporting Example: School colors make 

students feel like they are a part of a group. 
5 Thesis Statement: The nebular hypothesis states that our 

solar system was formed from a cloud of gas and dust. 
6 First Supporting Argument: Gravity caused the cloud to 

flatten and to become disk shaped. 
a. Detailed Supporting Example: Our solar system is 

shaped like a disk. 
7 Second Supporting Argument: Solid elements joined 

together in areas of high gravity. 
a. Detailed Supporting Example: The planets formed in 

these areas. 
8 Third Supporting Argument: Most of the nebula's mass 

became the sun. 
a. Detailed Supporting Example: The sun retains 99 

percent of the cloud's mass. 

!%.CE@-.... ...... 

Note-Taking Exercise 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main Idea of the Passage: Schools might be damaging 
their students' academic performance by cutting art and 
music programs. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Music programs are less 
expensive to maintain than sports programs. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Playing an instrument 

D 
KEY 

improves communication between the brainstem and the 
neocortex. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Music education has both 
intrinsic and extrinsic value. 
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Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

Reading Uskning 

Main Idea Main Idea 
Music education should not Schools might be damaging their 
be included in the regular students' academic performance 
curriculum. by cutting art and music 

First Supporting Argument programs. 

Schools need to attract the best First Supporting Argument 
teachers possible. Music programs are less 

Supporting Detail expensive to maintain than sports 

need to offer teachers high programs. 

salaries: cut all programs not Supporting Detail 
included in standardized testing students supply instruments; 

Suppo,+jng kgument music teachers no high salaries 

Music education does not Second Supporting Argument 
improve math and science ability. Playing an instrument improves 
Supporting Detail communication between the 
music does not rely on logic but brainstem and the neocortex. 

1 ratherintuition I Supporting Detoil I 
supporting bgument math, science, listening, and 

~~~i~ education does not fit in foreign language skills increase 
well with our education system. Third Supporting Argument 

Supporting Detail Music education has both 

no definite answers; cannot be intrinsic and extrinsic value. 

graded; should not be graded; Supporting Detail 
expression main pleasure music can give career; joy 

Strong Response 
open in^ sentence The reading passage and lecture 

both address the issue of music education in public schools. 
Thesis statement The lecture presents arguments in favor of 
maintaining music programs. Thus it goes against the central 
argument made in the reading passage. 

Topic sentence First, the lecturer states that music 
programs are not cost prohibitive. The lecturer mentions 
that sports programs are far more expensive to maintain 
than music programs. Example The reasons are that music 
students pay for their own equipment and music teachers 
are paid much lower salaries than most football coaches. 
Contradictory sentence These points contradict the reading 
passage's argument that music programs are too expensive to 
maintain. 

Topic sentence Next, the lecturer argues that playing 



an instrument helps improve brain performance. Example 
The lecturer goes on to explain that, by strengthening the 
relationship between parts of the brain, students enhance 
their math and science abilities while improving their listening 
skills and foreign language learning ability. Contradictow 
sentence This goes against the argument made in the reading 
passage that music does not help students perform better in 
other subjects. 

Topic sentence The lecturer concludes by mentioning 
that music education has both intrinsic and extrinsic value. 
That is, it can lead to careers in music for some students while 
imparting a sense of joy in all music students. Example This, 
the lecturer argues, allows students to  become happier and 
more productive in other aspects of their lives. Contradictow 
sentence These arguments go a long way in rebutting the 
reading passage's claim that music education should not be 
incorporated into the educational system. 

Analysis Exercise 

grammatical mistakes (repeated 
misuse of "there" for their, "waist" 
for waste, and a lack of transitions), 
keeps the essay from sconng 
higher. 

Final Score 3 

P a g e 3 0  ---- ~~~ ~ .. . .. . 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: By being polite, you can help strengthen your 

relationships with family and friends. 
Reason 2: They will likely be kinder and more polite to you. 
Reason 3: If you are polite to somebody who is in a bad 

mood, you can make that person feel better. 

B. Disagree: 
Reason 1: When you are angry or upset, it might be difficult to 

remain polite. 
Reason 2: Generally, you treat strangers with less care 

because you do not know them and probably will 
not see them again. 

Reason 3: When somebody is being rude to you or is not 
listening to you, it can be better not to be polite. 

Planning 
Answers may vary 

Thesis Statement (Agree 1 Disagree) 
I agree with the idea that it is important to be polite and 
courteous to everyone, even strangers. 

First Supporting ldea 
Being polite to family members can directly impact your 
quality of life. 

Supporting Example 
You spend a lot of time with your family, so you should be nice 
to them. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Being polite to strangers can both directly impact your life and 
indirectly impact all of society. 

Supporting Example 
By being poiite to others, you inspire them to be polite, and so 
on. 

Conclusion 
Instead of making the world a more hostile place by being 
rude, make it a more hospitable place by being courteous. 

Strong Response 
Openina sentences The world is becoming a ruder place. 

Children do not respect their elders. People do not hold doors 
open for others walking behind them. Customers use bad 
language when they do not get the service they want. Thesis 
statement In this world, where good manner and politeness 
are becoming increasingly scarce, I agree with the idea that 
it is important to be polite and courteous to everyone, even 
strangers. 

Topic sentence Being polite to family members can 
directly impact your quality of life. General statement 
You are around your family in your most private moments 
throughout your entire life. Therefore, you need to foster good 
relationships with your family members. Example Being rude 
to your family members simply because you have had a bad 
day at work does not facilitate harmony and can actually 
irritate them. But by using such basic courtesies such as 
"Please" and 'mank you" in the home, you can help your 
family grow closer to each other and help them feel relaxed 
and comfortable. 

Todc sentence Being polite to strangers can both 
directly impact your life and indirectly impact all of society. 
General statement By doing something as simple as holding 
a door open for a stranger, you can make that person feel 
less stressed while making yourself feel good. Example 
Indeed, research suggests that people living in polite societies 
tend to be happier. And by being courteous to others, you 
can influencethem to be courteous as well. This will create 
a domino effect that will permeate throughout the whole 
of society, which will, in turn, improve the quality of life for 
everyone. 

Summary So the next time you decide against thanking 
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your server at a restaurant, keep this thought in mind: 
Rudeness is a contagious disease. Final comment Instead of 
making the world a more hostile place by being rude, make it 
a more hospitable place by being courteous. 

Analysis Exercise 

Development 

Organization 

Unity 

Language Use I 

I I Tn s response adaresses me 1op.c 
somewha1 we1 ~ " t  s D awe0 

4 3 2 1  Nates 

Final Score 3 

- 

- 

- 

Part B 

by afew serious sho&omings. 
On the positive side, it is fairly 
well developed, with each body 
paragraph including supporting 
examples that are moderately 
developed. Also, most of the key 
sentences are fairly clear. What 
keeps this response from scoring 
higher is a lack of organization and 
unity. Each body paragraph fails 
to present clear arguments. For 
example, the first body paragraph 
does not express its main idea- 
getting respect by being less polite 
- until the closing sentences. On 
top of this, there is a lack of clear 
transitions between the supporting 
ideas in each body paragraph. On 
the whole, this level9 response 
could have scored higher if t had 
better focus. 

P a g e _ 3 9 ~ - ~ _  ...... ....... ~. .. .. ~~.~ 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: Schools are justified in 
spending large amounts of money on their sports teams. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Modern sports facilities are 
needed in order to attract a greater number of fans to 
football games. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Schools can increase their 
revenues by investing in their football teams. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: A good football team can 
give troubled youths a reason to stay in school. 

P a s a c  ~ . ~ .... ~ ~ .~ .  ~ . -~ -  

Critical Thmking 
Answers may vary. 

1 How does spending large amounts of money on football go 
against the mission of public schools? 
Schools should spend money in ways that benefit all 
students. 

2 How could the profits from a school's football program be 
used? 
The profits could be used to purchase additional equipment 
for the school's sports teams or to buy new textbooks and 
other learning materials. The money could also be used to 
give teachers salary increases. 

Listening @ 03 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
So we've all seen the headlines: "Schoois spending 

millions on footbali." If you're like me, you see these and 
wonder to yourself how schools can spend so much on 
football when they're losing funding for everything else. The 
truth of the matter is they can't. 

Some people argue that a lot of money needs to be spent 
on football programs to produce quality teams. That may be 
true, but does this really affect how enjoyable the games are to 
watch? By looking at the attendance numbers, you wouldn't 
think so. In most cases, attendance has remained steady 
for decades, and, in some places, attendance has actually 
decreased thanks in part to higher ticket prices brought on by 
the need of these schools to pay for their elaborate stadiums. 

And you can guess how the teachers feel about all this 
spending. A recent news article highlighted the, urn, twenty 
million dollars two Texas schools just spent on new football 
stadiums. At the same time, teachers are getting reductions in 
their health benefits and losing funding to purchase textbooks 
for their classes. If a school can't provide teachers with decent 
benefits, why is it spending millions on football stadiums? 
it seems as though many school districts are willing to lose 
talented educators in exchange for JumboTron screens for 
their stadiums. 

You also have to keep in mind the mission of public 
schools, which is to give all students, regardless of their 
race, color, creed, social status, or any other factor, an equal 
education. By pouring millions into football, which, uh, only 
directly benefits players and coaches, schools are failing to 
fulfill their main duty. Rather than waste money on a program 
that has little-to-no academic benefit, these schools must 
work on maintaining high academic standards so that all 
students can benefit. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary 

I Main ldea of the Lecture: Schools cannot afford to spend 
large amounts of money on their football programs. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Spending large amounts 
of money on football programs does not increase game 
attendance. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Schools spend money on 
stadiums in spite of losing classroom funding. 

4 Thiid Supporting Argument: Schoois should spend money 
on programs that directly benefit all students. 



Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

I In what ways does the professor refute the points made In 
the reading? 
He explains that attendance at football games has not 
improved as a result o f  investing in  new stadiums and that 
investing in footballprograms does not beneft the entire 
school, which goes against the mission o f  public schools. 

2 in what ways does the professor fail to address the 
arguments made in the reading? 
He fais to mention the potential benefits that result from 
revenues generated by investing in  football programs. 

.Fag.e42 . 

Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

Main Idea 
Schools are justified In spendlng 
large amounts of monsy on thetr 
sports teams. 
Find SupporIing Argument 
Modem sports facilltles are 
needed In order to attract a 
greater number of fans to football 
games. 
Supporting m i l  
new stadlum ~ncreased football 
game attendance 

Iiecond Supporting Argument 
Schools can lnaease thelr 
revenues by lnvestlng In their 
football teams. 
Supporting Detail 
football games; so $50,000 
income 

Third Supporting Argument 
A good *bail team can gtve 
troubled youths a reason to stay 
in school. 
Supponing Demil 
troubled youths stay In school 

Main Idea 
Schools cannot afford to spend 
large amounts of money on thelr 
football programs. 
First Supporting Argument 
Spending large amounts of 
money on fwtball pmgrams d m  
not Increase game attendance. 
Supporting Demil 
higher prices; attendance 
dBDIB8Ses 
Semnd Supporting Argument 
Schools spend rnoney on 
stadiums In spte of losing 
classroom funding. 
Supporting Detail 
waste money on stadturns; lose 
good teachers 
TNrd Supporting Argument 
Schools should spend rnoney on 
programs that directly beneffi all 
students. 

Supporting Wil 
spnd money for good teacher;; 
benefit all students 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a The professor's main purpose is to explain why 

schooi districts cannot afford to build elaborate 
football stadiums, and he does so by using three main 
supporting ideas. 
a He begins by  menf~oning the correlation between 

expensive football stadiums and spectator 
attendance. 
The professor's next point is about funding. 
The professor concludes his lecture by brining up 
the purpose o f  public schools, which 1s to provide an 
equal education for all. 

2 Double underline the sentences that refer to  the Ilstenlng. 
a The professor says that most football programs have 

not seen an increase in attendance for many years 
and that some have actually seen a decrease in 
attendance due to higher ticket prices. 
He iflustrates thls by referencrng two schools that 
each spent $20 million on football stadiums at a time 
when teachers are losing their benefits and textbook 
funding. 

@ m h e  lecture states that spending so much money 
just on football does not give all students the benefits 
they deserve. 

3 List some of the trans~tions the wrlter used on the l~nes 
below. 

. . He begins by  mentioning.. The professor's next point is.. 
The professor concludes his lectum by. .. 

Organization 

Evdwtion 

Language Use 

score 

Development 

lack of clanty. The writer brings 
up the profem's points, but the 
unclear language makes It dffficuit 
to understand what exactly they 
were. The next problem is the lack 
of unrty. The response contrasts 
the reading and the lecture, but tt 
fails to elaborate on the differences 
between them. The flnai problems 
are the minor spelling ("arguement,' 
"professer," etc.) and grammaboal 
errors, which do not lnterfare with 
the meaning but can distract the 

Final Score 4 

J 

critical Analysb 
Answer C 
Answer C best supports one of the arguments from the 
ledure. Answers A and B both contradict the points made in 
the lecture. 

5 4 3 2 1  

Independent Writing: Job Satisfaction vs. High Salary 
I 

Nolm 

This response Is ?t level 4. It 
addresses all d the main points of 
both the leoture and the reading 
in afairiy organized way. There 
are a few key problems, though, 
that keep thls from being a level-5 
res~onse. The first Droblem is the 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: Earning enough money to live comfortably is 

sufficient. 
Reason 2: Because you spend so much of your time at 

work, being happy at work makes you healthier 
in general. 

6 SCRIPTS AND ANSWER KEY 



Reason 3: People who enjoy their jobs usually work more 
efficiently. 

B. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Earning a high salary prevents any money- 

related problems from happening. 
Reason 2: It is easier to live a comfortable, enjoyable life 

on a higher salary. 
Reason 3: People who earn high salaries can save enough 

money to do what they truly enjoy. 

Planning 
Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
While money is certainly important, it is not nearly as 
important as being satisfied with your work. 

First Supporting ldea 
As long as you can live comfortably, money should not be an 
issue. 

Supporting Example 
compare my middle-income family with the wealthy neighbors 

Second Supporting ldea 
Job satisfaction is also an important part of a healthy life. 

Supporting Example 
explain experience working at a high-paying but terrible job 

Third Supporting ldea 
Finally, liking what you do is essential to working well. 

Supporting Example 
compare the efficiency of computer programmers who enjoy 
their work versus programmers who only care about the 
money 

Conclusion 
Being happy with your job is more important than earning a 
large paycheck. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a While money is certainly important, i t  is not nearly as 

important as being satisfied with your work. 
a As long as you can live comfortably, money should 

not be an issue. 
Job satisfaction is also an important part of a healthy 
life. 

@ Liking what you do is essential to working well. 
a However, being happy with your life is more important 

than having any amount of money, and i t  is for 
this reason that being happy with yourjob is more 
important than earning a large paycheck. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a Although we never vacationed in Europe or owned a 

BMW; we were happy as a family. 
@I In contrast, our neighbors were quite wealthy. 

ln spite of their material wealth, their family was not 

happy. 
a Although I earn less than half as much money as I 

used to, /look forward to going to work each morning 
and now have enough energy to enjoy myself outside 
of work. 
a The study showed that those who enjoyed 

programming were nearly one hundred times more 
efficient coders that those who became programmeIs 
simply to earn a large paycheck. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
middle-class family compared to wealthy family; the health 
consequences of working at a deplorable job; efficiency of 
computer programmers 

Evaluation 

This response meriis a 3. The main 
Development pmblem is a lack of development. 

The writer has solid main ideas 
but fails to sumort them with 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A best supports the central idea of the response and 
could easily be used as the topic sentence for the third body 
paragraph. Answer B directly contradicts the thesis while 
Answer C does not adequately support it. 

Organization 

Unity 

Language Use 

Part B 

~aae-55- . . .. .. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: The Monroe Doctrine has 
allowed nations throughout the Americas to maintain their 
independence. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The doctrine allowed the 
United States to expand its sphere of influence throughout 
the Americas. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: The United States relied on 
the doctrine to prevent further colonization of the Americas 
by European powers. 

Final Swre 3 

J 

J 

J 

. . 
enough details and explanations. 
Another issue is weak unity. The 
writer has failed to integrate the 
examples given in the second 
body paragraph (the happiness of 
Warren Buffet and Bill Gates) while 
the essay lacks strong transitions 
between its ideas. Finally, the 
grammatical errors prevent this 
essay from scoring higher. 



4 Third Supporting Argument The Monroe Doctrine heiped 
promote political stability in Latin America. 

Answers may vary. 

1 How did the U.S. benefit from keeping European powers 
out of the Amencas? 
By keeping European powers out of the Americas, the U.S. 
was abie to expand its own sphere of influence w~thout 
competition from other powerful nations. 

2 Do you think the Monroe Doctrine ultimately helped other 
nations become independent? 
No, I do not think the doctrine heiped othernations 
become independent because the U.S. seemed to use 
the doctrine to j usm sending its military to gain control of 
other nations in the Americas. 

listening @a 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Proffmor (Female) 
Um, as you know, the Monroe Doctrine was created by 

the U.S. to defend smaller nations throughout the Americas 
from European colonization. But if this was the case, then why 
did it seem primarily to protect the interests of the US.? 

Well, first of ail. . .the United States was not a powerful 
country at the time, so it created the doctrine as a way to 
become a major player on the global stage. However, it's not 
so readily apparent that the doctrine heiped the U.S. gain 
any, urn, international authority. On the contrary, the doctrine 
was almost a cry for the attention of then-superpower Great 
Britain. In fact, the only reason the doctrine was abie to be 
enforced at all was that Great Britain tacitly supported it. 

But that's not to imply that the doctrine did not fulfill its 
intended purpose. The US. was a rapidly growing nation 
yearning for more clout, and under the guise of checking 
colonization, it relied on the doctrine to usurp vast expanses 
of territory from Spain. By keeping the European powers at 
bay, the U.S. used the doctrlne to fulfill its Manifest Destiny 
. . . the ldea that U.S. territory should extend from the East to 
the West Coast. Clearly, there was a double standard at work 

So what ultimately became of the doctrine? Over the 
next several decades, the U.S. relied on it to establish, uh, 
hegemony throughout the Americas. Perhaps the most notable 
instance of th~s occurred in 1895, where the U.S. threatened 
to take strong action against Great Britain if it failed to resolve 
its dispute with Venezuela. Although the Bntish pnme minister 
initially objected to the demands of the U.S., he did not, urn, 
push the issue further when the U.S. stood ~ t s  ground. As a 
result, historians view this as the final concession by European 
powers of the U.S.'s dominance over the Americas. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: The Monroe Doctrine was 
created for the benefit of the United States. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The Monroe Doctrine did not 
help the U.S. gain international authority. 

3 Second Supporting Argument The doctrine was used to 
justify Manifest Destiny. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The U.S. relied on the 
doctr~ne to establ~sh hegemony throughout the Americas. 

Oiticd T h i n g  
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the lecturer refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The lecturer refutes ail of  the arguments from the readmg. 
It says that the doctrine did not allow the U.S. to galn 
any international authority, that the U.S. was not primarily 
interested in stopping colonization, and that the U.S. used 
the doctrine to gain some measure of control over Latin 
American nations. 

2 In what ways does the lecturer fail to address the 
arguments made in the reading? 
She does a thorough job of refuting the points made in the 
reading. 

Tandem Note-Takimg 
Answers may vary. 

I Moinldea 
The Monroe Doctrine has allowed The Monroe Doctrine was 
nations throuahout the Americas created for the benefit of the 
to maintain their independenoe. 
First Supporting Argument 
The doctrine allowed the United 
States to expand its sphere 
of lnfiuenoethroughout the 
Americas. 
Supporting Detail 
could not colonize wlo retribution 
from U.S. 
Second Supporting Argument 
The United States relied on 
the doctrine to prevent further 
colonization dthe Amerlcas by 
European powers. 
supporting Detdll 
European powers no colonization 
Third Supporting Argument 
The Monroe Doctrine heiped 
promote political stability in Latin 
herioa 
Supporting Detail 
1870s; prevent& European 
powers tom interfsring 

United States. 

First Supporting Argument 
The Monroe Doctrine did not 
help the U.S. galn international 
authority. 
Supporting Detail 
gained the support of Great 
Britain 
Second Suppodng Argument 
The doctrine was used to justify 
Manifest Destiny. 
Supporting Detail 
gained lots d land from Spain 
Thid Supporting Argument 
The U.S. relied on the doctrine tc 
establish hegemony throughout 
the Americas. 
Supporting Detail 
Great BritalnNenezueie dispute 
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Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

a Her arguments largely refute the points made in the 
reading passage. 
a The lecturer begins by agreeing with the reading's 

assertion that the U.S. was not a powerful nation 
when the doctrine was introduced. 
a The professor's next point is about the relationship 

between the doctrine and colonization. 
a Finally, the instructor argues that the doctrine was 

used to establish U.S. hegemony throughout the 
Americas. 

2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 

a She says there is little evidence that the doctrine 
helped the U.S. gain any international authority and 
that i t  was created primarily to get the attention of 
Great Britain, which was the world's most powerful 
country at the time. 

a As the lecturer noted, the doctrine kept European 

powers out o f  the Americas, thereby allowing the U.S. 
to seize vast amounts of land from France and Spain 
and to carry out its goal of Manifest Destiny. 
a She illustrates this by mentioning how the U.S. relied 

on the doctrine to intervene on the conflict between 
Venezuela and Great Britain. 

3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 
The lecturer begins by.. . The lecturer's next point is ... 
FinaNy, the instructor argues that.. . 

Evaluation 

This is a level-3 response. It 
features fairly strong organization, 
with each body paragraph focusing 
on the main ideas from the reading 
passage and lecture in a relatively 
clear manner. What holds this 
response back are the lack of 
development and the fact that it 
fails to explain which arguments 
come from the reading passage 
and which come from the lecture. 
Also, the grammatical mistakes, 
while minor when taken individually, 

L~~~~~~~ use 1 I 1 J I 1 are frequent enough to distract 
reader. 

Final Soore 3 

Criticd Analysis 
Answer C 
Answer C is the best choice because it provides a specific 
example from the lecture while explaining where it came from. 
Answer A is incorrect because it explains one of the points 
from the reading passage, but this response would benefit 

from having more detail about the lecture. Answer 6 is also 
incorrect because it is a general statement that does not 
provide the level of detail needed to improve this response. 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Having broad knowledge is more beneficial: 
Reason 1: Having broad knowledge can make it easier to 

solve problems because you develop a broad 
understanding of many fields. 

Reason 2: By receiving a broad education, you learn about 
a wide variety of subjects. In this way, they are 
able to discover which are most interests them. 

Reason 3: With a broad knowledge base, you can solve 
problems across many fields. 

B. Having specialized knowledge is more beneficial: 
Reason 1: A specialized knowledge allows you to develop 

a high level of mastery in one area. 
Reason 2: Many high-paying jobs require specialized 

knowledge, making it financially beneficial. 
Reason 3: Having specialized knowledge gives you a 

greater sense of purpose in life. 

Planning 
Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Broad Knowledge I Specialized knowledge) 
A specialized education is much more beneficial. 

First Supporting ldea 
Specializing in one area allows you to master a subject. 

Supporting Example 
Many fields require the mastery of a deep set of skills. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Individuals with specialized skills are able to land lucrative 
jobs more easily. 

Supporting Example 
Many high-paying jobs require specialized knowledge. 

Third Supporting ldea 
Professionals with specialized knowledge tend to have a 
greater sense of purpose in life. 

Supporting Example 
Explain the situations of two friends who recently graduated 
college. 

Conclusion 
For most people, obtaining a specialized education is much 
more beneficial as it can lead to a high-paying career and give 
a greater sense of purpose in life. 



Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

A specialized education is much more beneficial. 
Specializing in one area allows you to master a 
subject. 
Individuals with specialized skills are able to land 
lucrative jobs more easily 

CD Professionals with specialized knowledge tend to 
have a greater sense of purpose in life. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a Fields such as pharmacology and accounting 

require the mastery of a deep set of skills. Anything 
less than complete understanding in these fields is 
unacceptable. 
Many of today's highest-paying jobs, such as engineer 
and computer programme4 require specialized 
knowledge. 

O The journalism friend has not been able to find a 
steady job that he enjoys while the engineering friend 
recently started a high-paying career as a nuclear 
engineer. 
a The journalism friend always complains about how 

meaningless his life is. 
3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 

below. 
an engineer designing a bridge; a computer programmer 
writing code; the journalism student not having purpose in 
life; the engineering student enjoying life 

Page 67 

Evaluation 

1 5com 5 1 4 1 3 2 1 1  Notes I 
In spite of some shortcomings, 
this is a strong response overall. 
The thesis statement is clear and 
well written as are most of the 
topic sentences. The paragraphs 
are nicely organized, and the 
transitions between them are 
smooth. Although there are a few 

'nstead of people's, 
ead of interesting, 
interfere with the 

unclear examples. 
, he writer's intent 
s why this response 

Final Score 

Page 67 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A would best strengthen the response. Answer B 
contradicts the central idea of the response while Answer C is 
a specific fact that cannot be developed easily. 

Part B 

Page 71 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main Idea of the Passage: The Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
collapsed due to aerodynamic instability. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The extremely narrow width of 
the main span of the bridge in relation to its length allowed 
the bridge to twist, thus causing it to collapse. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: A lack of support cables 
contributed to the twisting motion, therefore contributing to 
the collapse of the bridge. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The bridge would not have 
collapsed had it been built out of stronger materials. 

Page 71 - 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 The main span of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge used solid 
steel plates that blocked the wind to support the roadbed. 
How do you think these may have contributed to the 
collapse? 
These solid plates probably contributed to the collapse 
because the allowed the wind to move the roadbed more 
easily 

2 Why do you feel the bridge designers did not use concrete 
in spite of its superior strength? 
I t  is possible to infer from the last sentence that the 
designers felt concrete was too heavy a building material. 

Page 72 

Listening @ 07 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
All right, class, today I want to discuss the importance 

of aerodynamics in bridge design. Now, you are aware of the 
famous Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapse, but you might not 
be aware of the role the bridge's design played in the collapse. 

Let me start off by addressing the issue of the bridge's 
width. It's true that the main span of the bridge was very 
narrow, but this wasn't the reason why it collapsed. Galloping 
Gertie was the first bridge to employ plate girders to support 
the roadbed. These poorly designed plates were not at all 
aerodynamic and actually presented an obstacle for the wind. 
So, even if the engineers had quadrupled the width of the 
span, that would have done little to prevent the self-excited 
vibrations that ultimately led to the bridge's failure. 

Another factor cited as a major cause of the collapse was 
the lack of support cables. While it's true that the slippage 
of one of the support cables contributed to the failure of the 
structure, there is little evidence to suggest that having an, uh, 
insufficient amount of support cables was a principle cause. 
Actually, given the amount of force created by the twisting 
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road surface, even having twice as many cables would not 
have prevented the swaying from occurring. 

The last point I would like to mention is the bridge's 
building material. Undoubtedly, the bridge would still be 
standing today had it been built with steel-reinforced concrete. 
However, it is shortsighted to suggest that the bridge fell 
simply because it was built out of steel. Again, design was 
the determining factor. Had a truss design been used for the 
roadbed, the bridge would have remained intact because it 
would have easily allowed air to pass through . . . and the 
bridge would have been much more aerodynamic as a result. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: A flawed design caused the 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge to collapse. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The use of plate girders that 
were not aerodynamic contributed to the structural failure 

of the bridge. 
3 Second Supporting Argument: There is little evidence to 

suggest that a lack of support cables contributed to the 
collapse of the bridge. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The use of an aerodynamic 
truss design would have prevented the bridge's collapse. 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the instructor refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The lecture explains that the use o f  solid steel plates to 
support the roadbed contributed to the collapse more 
than the narrowness of the main span. It also mentions 
that increasing the number of cables would not likely have 
prevented the coflapse and that the design of the roadbed 
contributed more to causing the collapse than the use of 
steel did. 

2 What examples does the instructor provide to support his 
argument? 
He mentions the plate girders, which presented an obstacle 
for the wind. He also talks about the extreme force of the 
twisting motion. Finally, he mentions the truss design and 
how i t  would have made the brldge strongec 

Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

The Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
collapsed due to aerodynamic 
instability. 

Reading 

First Supporting Argument 
The extremely narrow width of 
the main span of the bridge In 
relation to its length allowed the 
bridge to twist, thus causing it to 
collapse. 

Supporting Detail 
self-perpetuating twisting motion; 
could not rest 

Second Supporting Argument 
A lack of support cables 
contributed to the twisting 
motion, therefore contributing to 
the collapse of the bridge. 

Suppotiing Detoil 
support cables down twenty-five 
percent 

Third Suppolting Atgument 
The bridge would not have 
collapsed had it been built out of 
Stronger materials. 

Supporting Detoil 
concrete bridges stronger 

listening 

A flawed design caused the 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge to 
collapse. 

Mdn Idea I Main Idea 

Fird Supporting Argument 
The use of plate girders that were 
not aerodynamic contributed to 
the structural failure of the bridge. 

Supporting Detail 
quadrupling width of span would 
not have helped 

Second Supporting Argument 
There is little evidence to suggest 
that a lack of support cables 
contributed tothe collapse of the 
bridge. 

Supporting Detoil 
doubling number of support 
cables would not have helped 

Third Supporting Argument 
The use of an aerodynamic truss 
design would have prevented the 
bridge's collapse. 

Supporting Detoil 
truss design; wind pass easily 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a The lecture posits that the bridge collapsed due to 

a flawed design, which runs contraty to the points 
made in the reading passage. 
a m h e  professor questions the reading's assessment 

that having a narrow main span contributed to the 
collapse of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge. 
The professor then moves on to the issue of the lack 
of support cables. 
a The professor concludes his lecture by discussing the 

bridge's building materials. 
2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 
a He says that the width of the brldge could not affect 

the bridge's structural integrity in any way 
a He does admit that a lack o f  support cables may have 

contributed to the collapse, but he believes that the 
twisting was so severe that even doubling the number 
of support cables would not have prevented the 
collapse. 

O Had the bridge employed the more aerodynamic truss 
design, i t  would have remained standing to this day. 

3 List some of the transitions the wriier used on the lines 
below. 
To begin with ... The professor then moves on to ... The 
professor concludes his lecture by ... 



Development 

Organization I 
This response d m  a good Job 
of intennreavtng points from the 
readlng and the lecture The 
strong organkation and good use 
of transitions generally make the 
essay easy to understand. There 
are a few factors preventing this 
essay from sconng a 5 though. 
Whtle the response a generally 
clear, the key sentence in the 
second body paragraph ("However, 
the professor says that not enough 
cables was not problem, because 
the for- d the road was too 
much for the cables to handle.? 
ts difficult to follow.The response 
also oontalns several spelling 
enors rawrdynamic," "callapse"), 
misused words ("wrdeness"), a h i i  
in verb tense, and other assorted 
ermrs that dlsbact the reader. 

Final Score 4 

Oitiml Anolysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the best cholce because it provides more detail 
from the lecture, which would help address the task of 
summarizing the lecture. Answers B and C are not correct 
because they are based on the arguments presented in the 
reading passage. 

Answers may vary. 

k Agree: 
Reason 1: Consulting with others can allow you to consider 

your situation from a d~fferent perspective. 
Reason 2: When you get advice from others, you are able 

to consider many different possible solut~ons. 
Reason 3: Getting suggestions from others can allow you 

to make your decision confidently. 

B. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Getting advice from others can slow down the 

decislon-making process. 
Reason 2: Only you know what is best for yourself. 
Reason 3: People might consider you indecisive and weak 

w~lled if you cannot make decisions alone. 

Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
i believe it is essential to consult with others when making 
important decisions. 

First Supporting Idea 
One of the strongest arguments in favor of consulting with 
others is the issue of impact. 

Supporting Example 
A major decision such as getting married can affect the lives 
of many others. 

Second Supporting Idea 
There IS also the issue of ga~ning new perspectives. 

Supporting Example 
Even U.S. presidents get advice from others when making 
decisions. 

Third Supporting Idea 
Finally, there is the issue of confidence. 

Supporting Example 
Getting approval from others makes the decision-making 
process easrer. 

Conclusion 
It is imperative to get advice from others when making 
important decisions. 

Oiticd Anolysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

CQ I believe f t  1s essential to consult wfth others when 
makfng fmporfant decfsions. 

@I One of the strongest arguments in favor of consulting 
wfth others is the Issue of mpact. 
a Impact is not the sole justificatfon for consulting 

others, however; there is also the Issue of gainrng new 
perspectives. 

@I Final& there is the Issue of confidence. 
2 Double underl~ne the sentences that ~nclude supporting 

details. 
a I recently got manled. 

This decision impactednot only my life but also the 
hves of my husband and our famfiies. 
a In this situation, I was not able to make a decfsion 

alone. 
a Rather; I had to consult with the people who would 

be affected by the outcome of my decislon to many 
before I could make a decisfon. 

O Even hfgh-ranhng leaders, such as the presfdent of 
the Unfted States, seek the op~nions of  others before 
making a decfsfon. 
For fnstance, I once consfdered changing my career, 
but I was nof confident that f t  was a wfse decision to 
do so. 

3 L~st  some of the examples the wnter used on the lines 
below. 
the impact of mamage on the couple and their families; 
leaders ask others from advfce: not berng able to execute a 
plan due to a lack of self-confidence 
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Development 

Evaluation 

Organization 

 con I S  

Language Use 

This response has a lot of 
shortcomings that hold it back. 
Although it features decent 

- organization bolstered by the 
use of transitional phrases 
between ideas, it is weakened by 
a lack of development and poor 
explanations. The example for the - 
Third Supporting ldea is especially 
difficult to understand. Furthermore, 
the overall level of grammar and 
vocabulary is quite low, and the - numerous typing enors make the 
response more difficult to read. For 
these reasons, this response earns 
a 2. 

I I I I I I  
4 

Final Score 2 

Page83.. ........ ~~ ...... ~~ ~ ...... .... 

Critical Analysis 
Answer B 
Answer B is the best choice because body paragraph 2 
argues that asking for the advice of others can slow down the 
decision-making process and prevent people from getting 
what they want. 

3 

Part B 

Note-Taking 

2 

Answers may vary 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: The current global warming 
trend poses a threat to life on the Earth. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Human activity has caused 
the Earth's temperature to rise during the last century, and 
it will continue to rise in the future. 

3 Second Supporting Argument Solar variation also 
contributes to global warming. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The problems caused by 
solar variation are compounded by an increase in GO2 

emissions. 

1 

Page 87 

~ o t e r  

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

2 How is the argument about the rise in C02 emissions 
flawed? 
It  fails to explain how the amount of C02 produced by  
human activity relates to the amount o f  C02 produced by 
nature. 

listening 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Female) 
There is a lot of evidence to suggest that the Earth is 

getting warmer. If you look at all of the sensationalist headlines 
out there, you might conclude that we are heading for a major 
catastrophe. But when we look more closely at the data, this 
doesn't appear to be the case. 

Global warming is something that occurs naturally as the 
Earth vacillates between warm and cool cycles. Right now, we 
are roughly in the middle of a warm cycle, albeit one that's 
wanner than most. However, if you look back through the 
geologic record, you'll find that there have been times within 
the past 10,000 years that have been much warmer than 
now. In other words, there is little to suggest that the current 
warming cycle is unnatural. 

On top of that, solar radiation levels seem to have 
little effect on climate change. Even though the Earth has 
been moving closer to the sun for hundreds of years now, 
temperatures have only noticeably risen in the past century 
or so. What's more, even the main proponents of the solar 
radiation theory admit that, um, the role of solar variation in 
global warming must still be investigated. 

Another favorite argument of global warming activists is 
that an increase in C02 levels as a result of human activity 
causes climate change. In reality, there is little strong evidence 
to support this. The fact is that C02 levels were five times 
higher during the time of the dinosaurs, so our current C02 
levels are, uh, far from extreme. And according to scientists, 
nature produces over twenty-six times as much C02 as 
human beings do. In short, it seems that nature contributes far 
more to global warming than we do. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: Global warming does not pose a 
serious threat. 

2 First Supporting Argument The Earth naturally vacillates 
between warm and cool cycles. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: There is little evidence to 
suggest that increased solar radiation levels contribute to 
global warming. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The increase in C02 levels as 
a result of human activity does not cause climate change. 

1 Do you think a rise in the Earth's average temperature by 
one degree over a period of a hundred years is harmful? 
Explain why you feel this way. 
A t  any given time, the temperature across the Earth can 
differ by more than one hundred degrees Celsius, yet living 
creatures are still able to survive. 



rnse.89 ........................... ... 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the lecturer refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The lecturer explains that the current global warming cycle 

is natural. She also mentions that there is little evidence to 
suggest that an  increase in solar radiation levels contributes 
to global warming and that the increase in C02 levels 

caused b y  human activity does not contribute to global 
warming. 

2 What examples does the lecturer provide to  support her 
arguments? 

The lecturer explains that there have been times in the past 

10.000 years that have been warmer than now. She also 
explains that temperatures have only risen in the past one 

hundred years even though the Earth has been moving 
closer t o  the sun for centuries. Finally, she explains that 
C02 levels were five times higher during the time o f  the 

dinosaurs and that nature produces twenty-six times as 

much C02 as human beings do. 

a The lecturer begins b y  refuting the argument 

presented in the reading that the current rise i n  
temperature is unnatural and unprecedented. 

a The professor then addresses the role solar radiation 
levels play in global warming. 
a The Instructor concludes b y  debunking the idea that 

increased C02 levels cause global warming. 
2 Double underline the sentences that refer t o  the listening. 

a The professor says that the Earth naturally goes 
through warm and cool  cycles and that there have 
been times over the past 10,000 years that have been 

much warmer than now. 
a She illustrates this point by  mentioning the fact that 

the Earth has been moving closer to the sun for 

hundreds ofyears but that temperatures have only 
risen in the last one hundred years. 

She explains that C02 levels were five times higher 
during the time o f  the dinosaurs and that nature 
produces much more C02 than humans do. 

3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 

The lecture begins by.. . The professor then addresses.. . 
The lecture concludes b y  ... 

Tandem Nate-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

- - --- 

-as 
Main ldea 
The current global warming 
trend poses a threat to life on the 
Earth. 

First Supporting Argument 
Human activity has caused 
the Earth's temperature to rise 
during the last century, and it will 
continue to rise in the future. 

Supporting Detail 
average temperature rise by 
three degrees Celsius by 2100 

Second Supporting Argument 
Solar variation also contributes to 
global warming. 

Supporting Detail 
solar radiation levels highest in 
history 

Third Supporting Argument 
The problems caused by solar 
variation are compounded by an 
increase in C02 emissions. 

Supporting Detail 
C02 emissions doubled in past 
50 years 

Listening 

Main ldea 
Global warming does not pose a 
serious threat. 

First Supporting Argument 
The Earth naturally vacillates 
between warm and cool cycles. 

Supporting Detail 
in the past 10,000 years was 
warmer than now 

Second Supporting Argument 
There is lmle evidence to suggest 
that increased solar radiation 
levels contribute to global 
warming. 

Supporting Detail 
the Earth has been moving closer 
to sun for hundreds of years; only 
recently gotten warmer 

Third Supporting Argument 
The increase in C02 levels as a 
result of human activity does not 
cause climate change. 

Supporting Detail 
C02 levels five times higher 
dudng t h e  of dinosaurs; nature 
Droduces more C02 

Critical Analysis 

Evaluation 

Development 

Unity 

1 Language use 1 
J I 

Notes 

This is a strong response held 
back by a few weaknesses. 
Among its positive aspects are 
its strong organization, which 
follows a conslstent style across all 
paragraphs, and Its decent unity, 
with generally clear transitions that 
connect ideas well. What prevents 
this essay from scoring a 5 is some 
unclear language that results in 
slight lack of development ("She 
said that now is a warm cycle but it 
is not unusualy warm. She also said 
the earth has been hotter in times 
during 10,000 years ago"). Also. the 

I I I grammatical errors, while minor, are 
more frwuent than would amear 

1 / I I 1 in a ~ e v e ~ i  response. 1 

Final Score 4 

Page93 ....................... - .... 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the best choice because it develops the 

response by providing additional information about one of 
the arguments from the reading passage. Answers B and C 

both misrepresent points from the lecture and are therefore 
incorrect. 

1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

a The lecturer argues that the current global warming 
trend does not pose a serious threat to life on the 
Earth, which goes against the arguments presented in 
reading passage. 
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Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: Technology makes life more efficient, so 

the amount of leisure time people have has 
increased. 

Reason 2: Work schedules have become shorter and more 
flexible, and, as a result, people now have more 
leisure time. 

Reason 3: Today, relaxation and leisure time have an 
increasing amount of importance with many 
people. 

0. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Some technology has made it more difficult for 

people to relax and to have leisure time. 
Reason 2: As people become more competitive, they must 

spend more time improving themselves and 
their credentials. 

Reason 3: Because people's spending habits have 
increased, they have to spend more time 
working in order to maintain their lifestyle. 

Planning 
Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
People will have more leisure time in the future than they do 
today. 

First Supporting ldea 
One of the key developments leading to this increase in leisure 
time has been changes to work culture. 

Supporting Example 
The numbers of hours people work has decreased over time. 

Second Suppotting ldea 
The main factorthat has brought about such changes in the 
workplace is technology. 

Supporting Example 
Cell phones and the Internet have made work more efficient. 

Conclusion 
But thanks to changes in the workplace brought on by 
changes to work culture and developments in technology, 
people can now afford to spend most of their time relaxing. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a As a result, people will have more leisure time in the 

future than they do today 
a One of the key developments leading to this increase 

in leisure time has been changes to work culture. 
a The main factor that has brought about such changes 

in the workplace is technology 

@But thanks to changes in the workplace brought on 
by changes to work culture and developments in 
technology, people can now afford to spend most of 
their time relaxing. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a In  the past, many people worked twelve or more 

hours per day, seven days per week, doing difficult 
work such as coal mining or farming. 
a Today, more and more people have task-based 

positions that give them greater flexibility in when, 
where, and how much they work. In the future, these 
types ofjobs will become more common, thus leading 
to increased leisure time. 

@Developments in technology, such as cell phones, the 
Internet, and even robotic tractors, have made older 
jobs more efficient while creating newjobs that are 
less tedious and time consuming. 
a No longer do people have to spend hours driving to 

their destination or riding on a slow-moving train. 
O Technology such as the jetliner and bullet train has 

made traveling more efficient and allow people to 
spend their free time as they should: relaxing. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
changes to the number of hours people work; technology 
that has made life more efficient 

a clear topic sentence, good 
development of its supporting 
ideas, strong organization, and 
a high level of unity. What keeps 
this response from earning a 5, 
however, are the errors in language 
use, such as "lifes" instead of "lives" 
and "more wealthy" instead of 
"wealthy." Although none of these 
grammatical errors hinders the 
reader individually, their frequency 
does distract the reader and 
lessens the overall impact of the 

Final Score Q 

Critical Analysis 
Answer B 
Answer B best expresses the idea of the highlighted 
sentence. Both Answers A and C misrepresent the idea of the 
highlighted sentence. 



Part B 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: The movement away from 
reading iiterature has negatively affected society. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Literature sustains and 
develops culture. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Literature develops the 
imagination. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Most peopie are too lazy to 
read literature. 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary, 

1 What other forms of media can help develop culture? 
Television, movies, and music can all reflect and develop 
culture. 

2 Do you think only literature can develop the imagination? 
Explain why you feel this way. 
No, I do not think so because films and television can 
inspire wonder with their unique, visually appealing worlds. 
Listening to music can also cause peopie to create images 
in their minds. 

listening 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Female) 
You know, a lot of groups out there are lamenting the 

decline in literary reading among adults of all age groups. They 
say that this will result in nothing short of cultural genocide. 
Sounds pretty horrific, right? Well, in reality, the decline in 
iiterary reading is not as tragic as it's made out to be. 

Yes, It's true that people aren't reading as much literature 
as they used to. But that's not to say that people aren't 
reading at ail anymore. On the contrary, the number of people 
who read has actually increased. And these peopie aren't 
simply reading tabloids and comic books; many of today's 
best-selling works are multifaceted scientific, political, and 
historical texts. While these sorts of writings may not develop 
the imagination as much as, say, a Charles Dickens novel, 
they are, urn, nevertheless intellectually stimulating and 
engaging. 

Aiso, there are many other forms of non-literary activity, 
such as listening to music and watching television. Not only 
do these other activities offer genuine entertainment, but 
they also provide people with a multitude of creative outlets 
that simply didn't exist a century ago. Really, the decrease in 
literary reading is due to cultural changes brought about by 
advances in technology. Television, movies, music, and even 
video games ail develop culture much in the same way that 
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novels and others forms of literature do. 
And don't blame the readers for read~ng less literature. 

Many of today's literary works are too abstruse to be enjoyed. 
What I mean is, urn, most pieces of literature are simply overly 
complex and cannot be understood easlly. I mean, think 
about it. When you look for entertainment, you want to flnd 
a relaxing way to escape the monotony of everyday life. But 
because a lot of literature requires so much effort on the part 
of the reader, many people find they s~mply cannot enjoy it. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: The decline in iiterary reading is 
not that serious a problem. 

2 First Supporting Argument: More peopie read today than 
before. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: There are other forms of 
non-literary activity. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Many of today's iderary works 
are too complex. 

Page105 - 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the instructor refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The lecturer largely refutes the points in the reading in 
saying that other forms of writing develop the imagination 
and critical thinking skills. Ne&, she mentions that other 
forms of media develop culture. Finalk she says that most 
literature is too difficult to enjoy as relaxing enteflanment. 

2 In what ways does the instructor fail to address the 
arguments made in the reading? 
She does not completely refute the reading's argument that 
people do not read literature because they are lazy 

Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

Mdn Idea 
The movement away from 
reading literature has negatively 
affected society. 
First Supporting Argument 
Literature sustains and develops 
culture. 
Supporting Detail 
historical record of culture 
Second Supporting Argument 
literature deveiops the 
imaglnation. 
Supporting Detail 
readers visualize worlds in novels 
Third Suppolting Argument 
Most people are too lazy to read 
literature. 
Supporting Detail 
modern entertainment not 

Main ldea 
The decline In literary readlng is 
not that serious a problem. 
Firn Supporting Argument 
More people read today than 
betore. 
Supporting Detail 
diilcult science, political and 
history texts 
Second Supporting Argument 
There are other forms of non- 
llteary activity. 
Supporting Detail 
television, movies, music, and 
video games develop culture 
T h i i  Supporting Argument 
Many of today's iiterary works 
are too complex. 
Supporting Detail 
relax during free time 



Page 108- - 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a She presents information that suggests the decline is 

not harmful and thus contradicts the reading 
passage's claim that the shift away from reading 
literature has negatively affected society 
a First of all, the lecturer says that while people are not 

reading as much as they used to, the total number of 
people who read has risen. 
Another main point is that many other forms of non- 
literary activities, such as music and television, exist. 
a Finallx the professor explains that the decrease 

in literary reading may be because o f  the books 
themselves. 

2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 
a The professor goes on to explain that today's most 

popular books are deep, multifaceted texts. 
a She further asserts that these texts are intellectually 

stimulating and engaging. 
The professor argues that these forms of media offer 
not only entertainment but also additional creative 
outlets. 
a She further contends that the decrease in reading 

is the result o f  cultural changes and that these new 
forms of media develop culture in the same way 
novels do. 
She explains that a majority of literary works are too 
difficult to be enjoyed and that a lot of people want a 
relaxing way to spend their free time. 

3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 
First of all.. . The professor goes on to explain.. . She further 
asserts.. . Another main point is.. . She further contends.. . 
Finally ... 

Evaluation 

I Score 1 5 1 4 1 3 2 1 1 1  No- 1 

Development 

Organization 

Unity 

Language Use ! 
This response has a few key 
shortcomings that keep it from 
scoring higher. On the positive 
side, it mentions all of the points 
from the listening passage although 
it misrepresents a few of the ideas. 
However, the fundamental flaw with 
this response is its failure to make 
connections between the listening 
and reading. The weak grammar, 
numerous spelling mistakes, and 
confusing sentences further detract 
from the response. Overall, this 
response earns a 3. 

Final Score 3 

Page 109 - - - 

Critical Analysis 
Answer I3 
Answer B IS the best cho~ce because ~t most accurately 

summarizes the argument presented in the reading passage. 
Answer A is not mentioned in either the reading passage or 
the lecture while Answer C is not directly stated in the reading 
passage. 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: Learning about global news events can teach 

you about issues that affect people around the 
globe, which allows you to better understand 
similar events in your area. 

Reason 2: Events that occur in other nations, such as 
viral outbreaks and wars, have the potential to  
spread around the globe. 

Reason 3: People should care about the plights of others 
even if they do not know the other people. 

B. Disagree: 
Reason 1 : Most people are very busy with their daily 

obligations to follow world events. 
Reason 2: To understand events in other places properly, 

you must have some knowledge of the country 
and its history. 

Reason 3: News stories are inherently shocking and tragic, 
so following world news events can cause 
unnecessary negative emotions. 

Planning 
Answers may vary 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
People should not follow world events that do not relate to 
them. 

First Supporting ldea 
Most people are consumed with the events in their own lives. 

Supporting Example 
In a typical day, most people have to do several errands. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Related to this is the issue of unnecessary emotional burdens. 

Supporting Example 
News stories are emotionally taxing. 

Third Supporting ldea 
Even if people were to follow news stories that do not affect 
them, they would not be able to understand the true nature of 
the events. 

Supporting Example 
Understanding the significance of events such as economic 
situations or political elections requires a profound knowledge 
of a country's history, culture, and language. 

Conclusion 
But, for the reasons given above, it is better to remain 
unaware of world news events that have no bearing on your 
life. 



Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a For the following three reasons, I do not believe so. 
@I For one, most people are consumed with the events 

in their own lives. 
a Related to this is the issue of unnecessary emotional 

burdens. 
CE Even ifpeople were to follow news stories that do not 

affect them, they would not be able to understand the 
true nature of the events. 

O For the reasons given above, it is better to remain 
unaware of world news events that have no bearing 
on your life. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 

In a typical day, most people have to do several 
errands, such as dropping their kids off at school, 
finishing a report before a meeting, having lunch 
with a new business client, being on time for soccer 
practice, and so forth. 
a News stories are such because they are shocking, 

tragic, or horrific. 
a Most people already have enough stress in their lives, 

and following news stories from around the world 
would only add to this emotional burden. 
a Understanding the significance of events such as 

economic situations or political elections requires a 
profound knowledge of a country's history culture, 
and language. 

@ Outsiders with no connection to the country simply 
cannot fathom these types of events. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
daily activities in people's lives; emotionally taxing nature of 
news stories; difficulty in understanding the significance of 
story without knowing a nation's culture 

Evaluation 

Development 

Organization 

Unity 1 
Language Use 

This response is more developed 
than most ievel-2 responses. 
with two of the body paragraphs 
including examples to illustrate 
supporting ideas. What keeps this 
essay from scoring higher Is a lack 
of coherence between paragraphs. 
The third body paragraph fails to 
relate to the topic in any meaningfui 
way while the poor grammar in 
other paragraphs ("if someone gets 
an disease in the other place, they 
know suddenly show aobut gening 
the disease") make it difficult for 
the reader to understand the ideas 
the writer is trying to present. 

Final Score 2 

.... ~.~~~~ 

Critical Analysis 
Answer C 
Answer C is the best choice because body paragraph 3 
mentions empathy and the idea of caring for other people. 

Part B 

Pasel!o ................... ........ 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main Idea of the Passage: Green consumerism will 
prevent environmental destruction. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Green consumerism is an 
easy way for people to help protect the environment. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Green consumerism 
benefits consumers because green products are of a 
higher quality than regular products. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Green consumerism leads to 
other environmental activism. 

P.a.ge.1!9 . . . . ~~ 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 What do you think some potential drawbacks of green 
products are? 
They might have drawbacks such as environmentally 
damaging production and transportation methods and 
higher prices than regular products. 

2 How can green consumerism actually harm the 
environment? 
I t  might cause people to believe that green consumerism 
is enough to protect the environment. As a result, they 
might stop doing other things that are more helpful for the 
environment, such as reducing consumption. 

Pagela-.. . ~ ~ ..~.. ...... . . ~ ~~~p ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Listening @ 13 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
Um, so let me pose a question: Is green consumerism 

as beneficial as it's made out to be? Well, it's a complicated 
issue, but let me start by addressing some common 
misconceptions. 

All right, so there's a prevailing notion that, by making a 
few small changes to your shopping habits, you can help curb 
environmental destruction and climate change. Unfortunately, 
this isn't really the case. Let me give you an example. If every 
person in the world bought only green products for an entire 
year, the reduction in pollutants would only be equivalent to 
one power plant shutting down for one day. In other words, 
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the environmental benefits of green consumerism are so 
minute that they aren't even beneficial. 

Another belief is the idea that green products perform 
in a manner that is superior to regular products. Um . . . 
some green products, such as hybrid cars, perform better 
than conventional products. But most green products have 
something called a hidden cost. That's when a product has 
a disadvantage that outweighs its advantages. For instance, 
take compact florescent light bulbs. Although they have a 
much greater lifespan than regular light bulbs, they are made 
by using toxins and other carcinogens that can severely 
damage the environment if they are not disposed of properly. 
In short, many supposedly green products may not be helpful 
to the environment at all. 

Last, there is the notion that green consumerism drives 
people to become more environmentally active. Well, that may 
be true for some people, but most people, um, develop a false 
sense of complacency. That is to say, they think shopping 
green is enough to help save the environment. As a result, 
these people are less likely to recycle, to reduce consumption, 
or to use alternative energy sources. . . all things that make 
sizable contributions to protecting the environment. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary 

1 Main Idea of the Lecture: Green consumerism may not be 
as beneficial as it is thought to  be. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Making small changes to 
your shopping and consuming habits is not effective at 
preventing environmental destruction. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Most green products 
do not offer performances better than those of regular 
products. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Green consumerism does not 
cause people to become more environmentally active. 
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Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary 

1 In what ways does the professor refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The professor dispels the notion that small changes to 
shopping habits can curb environmental destruction. 
He also refutes the idea that all green products have 
performances superior to those of regular products, and 
that green consumerism causes people to become more 
environmentally active. 

2 In what ways does the professor fail to address the 
arguments made in the reading? 
The professor fails to discredit aN o f  the possible 
environmental benefits of green consumerism. 
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Tondem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary 

Reding 

Green consumerlsm will prevent 
environmental destruction. 
First Supporting Argument 
Green consumerism is an easy 
way for people to help protect 
the environment. 
Supporting Detail 
reduce landfill waste by 10 
percent 
Second Suppoiiing Argument 
Green consumerism benefits 
consumers because green 
products are of a higher quality 
than regular products. 
Supporting Detail 
fluorescent light bulbs last five 
times longer 
Third Supporting Argument 
Green consumerism leads to 
other environmental activism. 
Supporting Detoil 
creates domino effect 

us;ntnlq 

Main Id- 
Green consumerlsm may not be 
as beneflc~al as ~t 1s thougM to 
be 
First Supporting Argument 
Maktng small changes to your 
shopplng and consuming hab~ts 
IS not effective at preventing 
environmental destruction 
Supporting Detoil 
green consumerlsm IS Ilke 
shutt~ng down one power plant 
for a day 
Second Supporting Argument 
Most green products do not offel 
performances better than those 
of regular products 
Supporting Detail 
hidden costs; carcinogens in 
fluorescent light bulbs 
Third Supporting Argument 
Green consumerism does not 
cause people to become more 
environmentally active. 
Supporting Detail 
less likely to recycle, to reduce 
consumDtion 

Page 1% 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a In the listening, the lecturer makes arguments that 

contradict the points made in the reading. 
a The lecturer begins by discrediting the notion that 

people can curb environmental destruction by making 
only small changes to their shopping habits. 
Next, the lecturer refutes the belief that green 
products offersuperior performances over those of 
regular products. 

CE The lecturer concludes by explaining that green 
consumerism does not lead people to become 
more environmentally active and that most green 
consumers are less likely to recycle or to use 
alternative energy sources. 

2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 
He illustrates this by explaining that If every person 
on the planet bought only green products for a year; i t  
would only reduce pollutants as much as the shutting 
down of a single power plant for one day. 
He explains that most green products have a hidden 
cost and illustrates this by mentioning the carcinogens 
contained in florescent llght bulbs. 
The lecturer concludes by  explaining that green 
consumerism does not lead people to become 
more environmentally active and that most green 
consumers are less likely to recycle or to use 
alternative energy sources. 



3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 
The lecturer begins by.. . Next.. . The lecturer concludes 
by ... Again ... 

Evaluation 

the issues well. It discusses the 
points made in the listening and 
reading about green consumerism 
in somewhat unclear and error- 
prone language ("He says that 
the befits of green products have 
a hidden cost, which mean that 
there more benefits outweights 
the advantages"). Also, the third 

ttributes one of 

omino effecr'). For 
, his response earns 

Final Score 3 
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Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the best choice because it most accurately 
expresses the idea of the highlighted sentence. Answer B 
goes against the argument presented in the lecture while 
Answer C is not mentioned. 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: By spending money on international issues, rich 

nations can develop closer relationships with 
developing nations. 

Reason 2: When rich nations give money to poorer nations, 
both the poorer nations and the rich nations can 
ultimately benefit. 

Reason 3: If problems in less developed nations go 
unchecked, they can spread and become more 
severe. 

0. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Nations have an obligation to treat the problems 

of their own citizens first. 
Reason 2: Donated money could be used by the leaders 

of other countries for purposes other than 
originally intended. 

Reason 3: Rich nations might have other motives for giving 
assistance, such as forcing other nations to 

adopt a specific policy or to create new trading 
partners. 

Planning 
Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
I agree with the statement that the governments of rich ' 

nations should spend money on international issues rather 
than on domestic problems. 

First Supporting ldea 
First, donations from rich nations can prevent international 
issues from spreading and becoming more serious. 

Supporting Example 
To illustrate, consider the food shortages in North Korea. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Second, aid from rich nations can help make all nations of the 
world prosperous. 

Supporting Example 
As poorer nations gain economic prowess, they become 
important trading partners with the nations that provided them 
aid. 

Third Supporting ldea 
Finally, by spending money on international issues, rich 
nations can bring about global stability and promote world 
peace. 

Supporting Example 
This financial generosity has allowed the U.S. to gain allies in 
virtually every corner of the globe, therefore enabling the U.S. 
to maintain global stability. 

Conclusion 
But for the reasons given above, it is clear that rich nations 
should spend money on international issues rather than on 
domestic problems. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

@ Therefore, I agree with the statement that the 
governments of rich nations should spend money on 
international issues rather than on domestic problems. 
a First, donations from rich nations can prevent 

international issues from spreading and becoming 
more serious. 
In addition to preventing problems from spreading, 
aid from rich nations can help make all nations of the 
world prosperous. 
But for the reasons given above, it is clear that rich 
nations should spend money on international issues 
rather than on domestic problems. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a When rich nations provided aid, the North Korean 

people were able to subsist. 
a However; now that intemationalaid has been cut off, 

thousands of North Koreans have been dying from 
starvation. 
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Rich nations must assist poorer nations in developing 
infrastructure and improving living standards for their 
citizens. 
As poorer nations gain economic prowess, they 
become important trading partners with the nations 
that provided them aid. 
This allows the richer nations to develop their own 
economies while helping the people of less developed 
nations become wealthy 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
food shortages in North Korea; poor nations becoming 
trading partners with rich nations; the United States and its 
allies throughout the world 
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Evoluotion 

development, which are caused 
by weak language use. This is 
most acutely seen in the second 
body paragraph, where most of 
the sentences, including the topic 

ntence ("Next giving too much 

volt to the people") are extremely 

Final Score 3 

Critical Analysis 
Answer B 
Answer B would best support the passage. Although the 
response discusses money, it does not mention taxation, 
making Answer A incorrect. And while the response mentions 
citizens becoming unhappy, the situation is not similar enough 
to the American and French revolutions to use them as 
examples, making Answer C also incorrect. 

Part B 

P a g e 5  ..... .. .. . ...... ~~~~ ~ . . ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ . .. .. ~~ 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main Idea of the Passage: American companies should 
adopt American policies at their overseas affiliates. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Following American policies 
would increase safety. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Enforcing an American 
code of ethics would provide employees with better 
working conditions. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Companies can improve their 
business by enforcing American work standards. 

Critic01 Thinking 
Answers may vary 

1 How can the following American policies abroad reduce a 
company's competitiveness? 
Following American policies might be more expensive than 
following the local policies of a country, so i t  would reduce 
the company's profit margin. 

2 Do you think all subsidiaries would appreciate having to 
follow an American code of ethics? 
No, I do not think so because some people might disagree 
with or even resent certain American policies. 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
Now, let's talk a bit about American companies that open 

operations abroad. You know, many criticize these companies 
for failing to require their international subsidiaries to adopt 
American policies, but I've always believed that when in 
Rome, do as the Romans do. 

First, by not following local policies, these companies 
are, you know, losing tremendous business opportunities 
and hampering their competitiveness. For example, consider 
the case of the cell phone company that could not release 
its products in China because it, uh, failed to adhere to 
the government's policies preventing the use of Bluetooth 
technology. Because of this unwillingness to comply with 
local standards, the company lost tens of millions of dollars in 
potential revenue. 

And, speaking of following local customs, many American 
companies need to pay wages that are, urn, in step with 
the local job market. To illustrate, American car companies 
paid their employees in Mexico double the legally mandated 
minimum wage because, from an American perspective, it 
was too low. As a result of this, the companies were unable 
to match the profit margins of other firms and ultimately had 
to move their operations to places where wages were even 
lower. In short, these companies had to fire all of their Mexican 
employees because they wanted to pay them higher wages. 

On top of this is the issue of American ethical Imperialism. 
What I mean is, by imposing American work standards onto 
their overseas affiliates, these companies are, urn, alienating 
their foreign workforce and client base. To illustrate, one 
semiconductor manufacturer recently baffled and offended Its 
foreign managers by requiring them to participate in a sexual 
harassment course. Indeed, many have long criticized this 
practice of forcing America cultural norms on others because 
they, um, often clash with the cultural values of the host 
country. 
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Note-Taking Critical Analysis 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main Idea of the Lecture: American companies should 

adopt local customs when doing business internationally. 
2 First Supporting Argument: Companies lose business 

opportunities by not following local policies. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: American companies 
should pay wages appropriate for the local market. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Imposing an American code 
of ethics on foreign subsidiaries might alienate the foreign 
workforce and client base. 

Page 1 3 7  

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the lecturer refute the points made in 
the reading? 

The lecturer argues that following American policies 
reduces a company's competitiveness, that paying 
American wages can force a foreign affiliate to go out 

of business, and that forcing others to follow American 
polices can damage business relationships. 

2 In what ways does the lecturer fail to address the 

arguments made in the reading? 
The lecturer fails to address the Increases in safety and 
improvements to a company's reputation brought about by 
following American policies. 
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Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary 

Moin Ideo 
American companles should 
adopt Amencan pollcles at thelr 

1 overseas afflilates 

First Supporting Argument 
Following Amer~can pol~cles 
would increase safety 

Supporting Detail 
Bhopal, Ind~a, acctdent 

Second Supporting Argument 
Enforcing an Amer~can code of 
ethlcs would prov~de employees 
wtth better work~ng conditions 

Supporting Detail 
outlaw child labor 

. 
Listening 

Main Idea 
American companies should 
adopt local customs when doing 
business internationally. 

First Supporting Argument 
Companies lose business 
opponunities by not following 
local policies. 

Supporting Detail 
cell phone company could not 
release phone; did not comply 
with Chinese policies 

Second Supporting Argument 
American companies should pay 
wages appropriate for the local 

Third Supporting Argument 
Companies can improve their 
business by enforcing ~~~~i~~~ 
work standards. 

1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a While the reading supports adopting American 

policies, the lecturer strongly opposes it. 
a The professor begins by arguing that following 

American policies reduces the competitiveness of a 
company 
The lecturer then argues that companles lose 
business by following American policies. 

a The instructor concludes by  arguing that companies 
that impose American work standards on foreign 
subsidiaries can alienate their foreign workforce and 

potential client base. 
2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 

a This is illustrated by a cell phone company that 
was unable to release its product in China because 
i t  refused to comply with Chinese policies, so it 
therefore lost millions of dollars in potential revenue. 

a For example, one car company paid its Mexican 
workers the American minimum wage rather than the 
local minimum wage. 

a By doing this, the company was not able to compete 
with other manufacturers and consequently had to 
move its production facilities elsewhere. 

a This is explained with the case of an American 
company that offended its foreign staff by requiring 
them to take a course on sexual harassment. 

3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 

below. 
The professor begins by ... The lecturer then argues.. . The 
Instructor concludes by.. . 

market. 

American company paid Mexican 
workers high wage: could not 

Supporting Detail 
shoe company boycott; adopted 
American policies 

Evaluation 

compete 

Third Argument 
Imposing an American code of 
ethics on foreign subsidiaries 

Development well. First, it generally does a 
good job of contrasting points 
from the reading passage and 
lecture. The resoonse is also fairiv 

Score 

1 1 I I / I I well organized, especially In the ' \ 
Organization 

Unity 

This response does many things 

5 

I Language Use I 

second and third body paragraphs. 
This is bolstered by the fact that 
the response reads smoothly 
and includes clear connections 
between its ideas. What keeps this 
out of the level4 range is the slight 
lack of development (especially the 
first body paragraph), which makes 
it difficult to fully understand the 
relationship between the readinq 

4 

passage and lecture, coupled with 

grammatical errors. 

Final Score Q 

3 

might alienate the foreign 
workforce and client base. 

Supporting Detail 
managers offended by sexual 
harassment course 
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Pag.e 141 ..... . . .. ... . . . . . . .. ... .. 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the best choice because it most accurately 
expresses the relationship between the first arguments 
presented in the reading passages and lecture. Answers B 
and C are not directly stated in either the reading passage or 
the lecture. 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: Making ciass attendance optional forces 

students to become independent, self- 
motivated workers. 

Reason 2: Learning is assessed based solely on one or two 
major tests; for this reason, ciass attendance 
should be optional. 

Reason 3: In university, students have access to textbooks, 
millions of library books, academic databases, 
and professors to help them with their studies. 

0. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Mandatory class attendance can make learning 

more organized and heip students focus on 
their studies. 

Reason 2: By having only one assignment, students 
have only one chance to do well and have no 
opportunities to improve their performance. 

Reason 3: Going to class is like going to work, so, in this 
regard, mandatory ciass attendance prepares 
students to become employees with a set 
schedule. 

Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
i believe that ciass attendance should be mandatory even 
for university students because it provides a more structured 
learning environment, makes the grading process more 
equitable, and prepares students better for the working world. 

First Supporting ldea 
By making class attendance mandatory, students receive a 
superior education in a more structured learning environment. 

Supporting Example 
Students can study more efficiently, 

Second Supporting ldea 
In conjunction with making studying more structured, 
mandatory class attendance also makes the grading process 
more equitable. 

the semester. 

Third Supporting ldea 
Class attendance can help prepare students for the working 
world. 

Supporting Example 
Going to class is similar to going to the office. 

Conclusion 
And whiie a minority of students may flourish in a university 
environment in which class attendance is not mandatory, for 
the reasons I listed above, I feel that the majority of students 
learn best when they are required to go to ciass. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a I believe that class attendance should be mandatory 

even for university students because it provides 
a more structured learning environment, makes 
the grading process more equitable, and prepares 
students better for the working world. 
a By making class attendance mandatory, students 

receive a superior education in a more structured 
learning environment. 

O In conjunction with making studying more structured. 
mandatory class attendance also makes the grading 
process more equitable. 
To this end, mandatory c ias attendance is 
unquestionably pertinent. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a University professors are experts in their fields and 

are therefore able to provide insight into subjects that 
students might not be able to glean themselves. 
a Furthermore, as many university students are still 

fairly immature, mandatory class attendance can heip 
them remain focused on theirstudies while providing 
them with a study plan to make learning possible. 

O Students would have only one opportunity to 
demonstmte their learning, and if they did not study 
properly, they would fail the class. 

@ Howevec mandatory class attendance allows students 
to test their knowledge at various intervals over the 
course of a semester and make changes to their study 
habits as needed. 
Very few jobs allot employees, especially recent 
graduates, the freedom and flexibility to work 
wherever and whenever they want. 

O When the students become employees, they will be 
expected to work regular hours according to a strict 
schedule. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
professors are experts; university students need structure; 
many assignments can help students perform better; class 
attendance is similar to work attendance 

Supporting Example 
Having many assignments allows students to improve over 
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Evaluation 
I scwe 1~141s121i1 NOW 1 

This response 1s at level 3. On 
the positive side, the response is 
reasonably well developed, and 
the organlzatlon ~sfaldy good, wth 
each paragraph staying on toplc. 
Additionally, the sentence strudure 
is somewhat vatted thmuahout 

I the response. What prev;nts this 1 
essay from scoring hlgh IS a lack of 
unltv, es~eclallv In the second bodv 

I ("wilch means that even 
if you don't go to the Ieckture, you 
can still know what +hey have to 
teach, I~ke the engllsh teacher hwo 
puts the notes up online and then 
the study guideporne of the 
grammar and syntax also obscures 
the meanings of some sentences. 
Overal, thisis asoiid essay that 
could be much better with a few 
important changes. 

Final Soore 8 

Wee14_7_- _ -- 

Critical Analysis 
Answer C 
Answer G IS the best choice because body paragraphs 1 
and 2 both address the issue of studying outside of class. 
The content of body paragraph 3 cannot be joined with the 
content In the other body paragraphs, making AnswersA and 
B mcorrect. 

Part B 

Because virtually anyone can edit online encyclopedias, 
new information can be added easily, and errors can be 
corrected quickly. 

2 Do you think traditional encyclopedias or online 
encyclopedias cover a wider variety of topics'? Explain why 
you feel this way. 
I think online encyclopedias cover a wider variety of topics 
because anyone can contribute to them, which means that 
their personal interests can be included. 

Page 152 

Listening @17 

Page 151 ............ ......... ........... 

Note-Tokimg 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: Traditional encyclopedias offer 
important advantages over online encyclopedias. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Traditional encyclopedias are 
more accurate than online encyclopedias. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Traditional encyclopedias 
offer greater security than online encyclopedias. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Traditional encyclopedias 
contain only relevant information. 
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Critid Thimkimg 
Answers may vary. 

1 How can it be beneficial that virtually anyone can edit 
online encyclopedias? 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
With the rising popularity of Internet encyclopedias, 

traditional encyclopedias may soon become relics of the past. 
This should come as no surprise to anyone who has used 
both. 

So, one supposed benefit of traditional encyclopedias is 
the fact that they contain fewer errors. While this may be the 
case, online encyclopedias have an advantage of their own 
that counters this: changeability. You see, because only a 
select group of people edit hardcover encyclopedias, errors 
in them can sometimes stay unchecked for years or even 
decades. But with online encyclopedias, this simply isn't a 
problem. Errors can be corrected immediately, ensuring that 
inaccurate information gets removed quickly. 

Also, lnternet encyclopedias have their own safeguards 
that protect them from the spread of harmful misinformation. 
That's because online encyclopedias have groups of 
dedicated fact checkers-most of whom are professors and 
other scholars-who make sure that the information in the 
articles is as accurate as possible. Material that is incorrect or 
lacks citations may be challenged and removed if no outside 
supporting information is found. And you know what else? 
Online encyclopedias utilize powerful encryption that cannot 
be easily hacked. in other words, the threat of data corruption 
and deletion by hackers is minimal. 

And, oh ... online encyclopedias contain a greater amount 
of information about a widervariety of topics. This is actually 
one of the strengths of a communal online encyclopedia. 
Readers can, urn, delve into many different aspects of virtually 
any subject of interest. Topics as varied as blockbuster films 
and bestselling video games to subway systems and school 
bus engine design are all covered in online encyclopedias. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vay. 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: Online encyclopedias will make 
traditional encyclopedias outdated. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Online encyclopedias can be 
edited easily. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Online encyclopedias 
have security measures to protect their data. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Online encyclopedias cover a 
wider variety of topics. 
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Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the professor refute the polnts made In 
the reading? 
The professor refutes the ldea that onhne encycloped~as 
contain Incorrect information and that online encycloped~as 
include only tnvral information. 

2 in what ways does the professor fall to  address the 
arguments made In the reading? 
The professor concedes that o n h e  encyclopedias may 
contarn more errors than trad~tional encyciopedlas but says 
the fact that lnternet encyclopedias can be  edrted easily 
makes up for this fact. 

Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

Traditional encyclopedias offer 
Important advantages over online 
encyclopedlas 
First Supporting Argument 
Tradltlonal encycloped~as are 
more accurate than online 
encyclopedlas. 
Supporting Detail 
tradtlonal encyclopedias fact- 
checked by scholars 
b o n d  Supporting Argumed 
Traditlonal encyolopedlas ofler 
greatersecurity than online 
encyclopedlas 
Supporting Detail 
cannot alter traditional 
encyclopedlas 
lMrd Supporting Argument 
Traditional encyclopedlas wnialn 
only relevant lnformatlon. 
Supporting Detail 
authors are scholars; know 
lmpwtant ~nformat~on 

Onllne encyclopedias will 
make traditional encyclopedlas 
outdated 
First Supporting Ilrgument 
Online encyciopedlas can be 
edlted easily. 
Supporting Dotoil 
onilne encyclopedlas enors 
qulckly changed 
Second Supporting Agument 
Onllne encyclopedlas have 
security measures to protect the11 
data. 
Supporting D-il 
fact checbrs for online 
encyclopedlas; challenge and 
remove ~naccuracles 
Third Supporting Argument 
Onllne encydopedlas mvsr a 
wider variety of topics. 
Supporting Detail 
research virtually any topic 
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Cri f~f l l  Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

@ HIS argument that lnternet encyclopedias are superior 
to traditional encyclopedias contradicts Ule readrng 
passage's claim that traditional encyclopedias are 
superior to online ones. 

@ The lecturer explains that while online encyclopedias 
may have more errors than hardbound texts, they 
have their own advantage o f  changeabiiiw 
The professor goes on to explain that lnternet 
encyclopedlas have safeguards to prevent the spread 
o f  misinformation. 
a m e  instructor contends that the wider variety o f  

toprcs covered in onirne encyclopedias 1s one o f  their 
greatest strengths over hardbound encyclopedias. 

2 Double underl~ne the sentences that refer to the l~stenlng 
a He contends that because traditional encyclopedlas 

are only edlted by  a small number o f  people, errors 
contamed in them can go unchecked for several 

Y-. 
He contrasts this with Internet encyciopedlas. 

O Because they can be  edited immediately, their errors 
get removed quickly. 
a He illustrates this by mentioning that onhe  

encycloped~as have fact checkers who delete 
information in articles that Is inaccurate or otherwise 
not correct 

Q He aiso mentions that oniine encyclopedias have 
powerful encryption to stop the threat o f  hackers 
corrupting the site. 

O He explains that readers can mearch vrrtuaily any 
sublect that Interests them. including famous vrdeo 
games and subways. 

3 Ust some of the transitions the writer used on the i6nes 
below. 
First of ail.. . The professor goes on to explain.. . He aiso 
mentrons... Lastly.. . 
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Evaluation 

1 1 I I 1 This level-4 resrJonse Includes all 
Development 

I the arguments from the passage 
' I I and the ectJre: and it exola:ns how 

their arguments oppose each other. 
What keeps th~s response from 
scoring higher are some lapses 
m clarity ("paragraph said that 
tradlttonel encyclopedia present 
the pertenent Informatlon only, 
unlike the In the lecture, that said 
online encyclopedlas that have 
many differ subjects") and a lack of 
development (the thtrd paragraph 
does not Include any examples 
from the lecture). Overall, thls 
response fails near the bottom of 
the level 4 range 

I 1 

Final Soore 4. 

Critical Analysis 
Answer C 
Answer C is the best choice because It would help develop 
the final paragraph by Including some examples from the 
lecture. Answer B Is not directly mentioned in either the 
reading passage or the lecture. And while Answer A is 
attractive, a detailed explanation is not necessary to complete 
thls task. 
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Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Valuable Information: 
Reason 1: The information online can help people learn 

more about topics that already interest them 
and help them find new subjects of interest. 

Reason 2: The internet lets people compare the prices 
of goods from around the world, which allows 
them to save money. It also allows people to 
have access to more information about things 
such as airplane tickets and real estate values. 

Reason 3: The information online allows people to become 
more educated. When more people are more 
educated, they tend to be more tolerant and 
open minded, which benefits society in general. 

B. Too Much Information: 
Reason 1: lnformation such as how to make bombs 

and how terrorist attacks can be organized is 
available online and can be used by criminals to 
plan attacks. 

Reason 2: People can waste their time reading about 
topics of relative unimportance to them. 

Reason 3: Much of the information online is written by 
regular people who do not have specialized 
access or knowledge. This may result in people 
learning mistruths and accepting them as facts. 

Planning 
Answers may vary 

Thesis Statement (Valuable Information I Too Much Information) 
I firmly believe that this information helps peopie live more 
comfortable and financially secure lives. 

First Supporting ldea 
The information on the internet allows people to live more 
efficient and comfortable lives. 

Supporting Example 
can research a city before moving there 

Second Supporting ldea 
People also benefit financially from the information available 
online. 

Supporting Example 
compare prices in many different places and many different 
shops 

Conclusion 
For the reasons outlined above, this improved access to 
information has made life better for virtually everybody. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a I firmly believe that this has benefitted both individuals 

and society. 
a The information on the Internet allows people to live 

more efficient and comfortable lives. 
People also benefit financially from the information 
available online. 
a For the reasons outlined above, this improved access 

to information has made life better for virtually 
everybody. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a Without the Internet, I would have to rely on 

dated guidebooks that contain limited amounts of 
information about the city. 
a But because of the Internet, I was able to easily 

search for lots of important information about Denver; 
including its crime rate, its parks, and its cultural 
events. 
a And with online message boards, I was even able to 

read what otherpeople had to say about the city. 
a Without the Internet, I could only compare the prices 

of products within my city, and there was no way for 
me to compare airline ticket prices or to find out the 
value of my home. 
Today, I can use websites such as Amazon, Expedia, 
and Craigsllst to find the best deals on goods and 
services from around the world. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
gathering information about a city before moving there; 
comparing prices on many different products and services 

Evaluation 

1 Development / 1 I / 1 i 1 This response is filled with wordy, 
verbose language that looks . . 
impressive but actually conveys 

Organization very little information. The entire 
essay explains that the information 
available on the Internet is a 
problem but fails to provide any 

Unity reasons and examples for support. 
Because this essay fails to develop 
any meaningful ideas, it earns a 

Language Use score of 1 .  

- ~~p 

Final Score 1 

Critical Anolysis 
Answer I3 
Answer B is the correct choice because it best explains this 
response's shortcomings. Answer A is only partially correct 
in that the response uses too many vocabulary words while 
Answer C does not apply to the response in any way. 

26 SCRIPTSAND ANSWER KEI 



Part B 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: The Sphinx was constructed 
during the Old Kingdom. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The Sphinx's facial features 
date it to the Old Kingdom. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: The tombstone at the base 
of the Sphinx explains the statue's history. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The erosion on the Sphinx 
also dates it to the Old Kingdom. 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Why might the current appearance of the Sphinx fail to 
provide evidence about the time of its construction? 
The current appearance might not be the original 
appearance. Perhaps the sculpture was damaged in the 
past and was rebuilt using the Old Kingdom style. 

2 Do you feel the legend inscribed on the tombstone 
supports the Old Kingdom theory? Explain why you feel 
this way. 
No, I do not feel this is good evidence because the 
tombstone could have been added later while the story on 
i t  might have been made up. 

Listening 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Female) 
Um, a lot of scholarly time and energy has been spent 

trying to solve the so-called "Riddle of the Sphinx." Although 
many attribute the Sphinx to the Old Kingdom Era, new 
evidence suggests that the monument may be more ancient 
than was previously thought. 

Okay, so one of the arguments in favor of the Old 
Kingdom theory is about the structure of the Sphinx's face. 
Well, as it turns out, the current head on the Sphinx may not 
be the original one. Archaeologists have recently discovered 
hieroglyphs depicting the Sphinx with the head of a lion, not 
the human head we see today. Moreover, the current head 
is, uh, disproportionately small forthe body. So, it's quite 
probable that the original head became damaged, and a new 
head was later sculpted out of the leftover rock. 

Another favorite piece of evidence you may have heard 
about is the tombstone in front of the statue. As it turns 
out, the tombstone was not built at the same time as the 
Sphinx but was made several centuries later during the 
New Kingdom. In fact, researchers believe that the Pharaoh 
Thutmose created the tombstone and its legend as a way 
to justify his, urn, ascension to the throne. That is to say, the 

story on thetombstone is probably more fiction than fact. 
And, uh, one more thing I'd like to talk about is the erosion 

on the statue. The weathering on the Sphinx was most likely 
caused by extended periods of heavy rain. But according to 
archaeological evidence, Egypt has averaged less than one 
inch of rainfall annually for the past four thousand years, so 
the erosion on the Sphinx must have happened prior to the 
Old Kingdom. This is backed up by meteorological evidence 
showing that Egypt's last period of significant rainfall occurred 
more than five millennia ago. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: Evidence suggests that the 
Sphinx might be older than was previously thought. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The current face on the Sphinx 
may not be the original one. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: The tombstone was built 
much later than the Sphinx. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The erosion on the Sphinx 
occurred prior to the Old Kingdom. 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the professor refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The professor argues that the current face was not the 
original one. She also says that the tombstone was added 
several centuries after the Sphinx was built and that the 
erosion on the Sphinx occurred before the Old Kingdom. 

2 What examples does the professor provide to support her 
arguments? 
She mentions that the Sphinx originally had a lion head. 
She also explains that the tombstone was built centuries 
after the Sphinx was constructed. Finally, she says that the 
last period of heavy rainfall in Egypt occurred prior to the 
Old Kingdom. 
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Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

Remdinj 

Moin Idea 
The Sphinx was constructed 
during the Old Kingdom. 
First Supporting Argument 
The Sphinx's facial features date 
it to the Old Kingdom. 
Supporting Detail 
Sphinx headdress like other Old 
Kingdom statues 
Second Supporting Argument 
The tombstone at the base of 
the Sphinx explains the statue's 
history. 
Supporting Detail 
Sphinx Old Kingdom guardian 
angel 

Listening 

Main Ideo 
Evidence suggests that the 
Sphinx might be older than was 
previously thought. 
First Supporting Argument 
The current face on the Sphinx 
may not be the original one. 
Supporting Detail 
originally lion's head 
Second Supporting Argument 
The tombstone was built much 
later than the Sphinx. 
Supporting Detail 
tombstone added later by 
pharaoh; justified his rule 



Third Supporhng Argument Third Supporting Argument 1 The erosion on.the Sohinx also I The erosion on the Sohinx 
dates it to the Old Kingdom. 
Supporting Detail 
erosion similar to Old Kingdom 
pyramids 

occurred priorto the Old 
Kingdom. 
Supporting Detoil 
erosion occurred before Old 
Kingdom 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a Her arguments cast doubt on the claims made In the 

reading passage. 
CE First, the instructor ta lk  about the history of the 

Sphinx's face. 
Next, the lecturer explains the history of the 
tombstone at the front o f  the Sphinx. 
a Finally, the professor discusses the erosion on the 

Sphinx. 
2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 
a She explains that the current face on the Sphinx 

may be a laterreconstruction due to the fact that 
archaeologists have discovered hieroglyphs showing 
the Sphinx with a lion's head. 
a She says that the stone was achraily built several 

centuries after the Sphinx. 
Furthermore, the legend depicted on the stone was 
created by  a later pharaoh to justify his ascension to 
the throne. 
She mentions that the weathering on the statue is the 
result of heavy rainfall and concludes that the Sphinx 
must have been constructed during the Early Dynastic 
Period. 

3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 
First ... Next ... Furthermore ... Finally ... 

Evaluation 

Development 

Organization 

Scorn 

Unity 

Languageuse 

This response includes most of the 
information from both the reading 
and the listening. However, the 
third body paragraph incorrectly 
lahels the information from the 
reading passage and the lecture. 
The response also suffers from a 

I I I I I I  
5 

lack of development, especially in 
the third body paragraph. This is 
compounded by weak organization 
that makes the response difficult to 
follow. The grammatical problems 
and the use of only short, simple 
sentences further contribute to 
these weaknesses, earnlng this 
response a score of 3. 

Final Score 3 

4 

l?%leill_3 

Critical Analysis 

Answer B 
Answer B is the best choice. Although the response mentions 
the heavy rainfall, it does not explain when the rainfall 
occurred, which is the central idea of the argument in the 
lecture. Answer A is incorrect because the response explains 
that the original head might have been a lion. Answer C is also 
explained, although in unclear language, in the response. 
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3 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary 

2 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: By understanding the basic plot of a novel, you 

are able to appreciate it more for its artistic 
qualities, such as the beauty of the writing. 

Reason 2: Rereading a novel, especially a complex one, 
allows you to understand the relationships and 
personalities of the characters and how they 
relate to the overall narrative. 

Reason 3: Certain scenes and beautiful writing can be 
appreciated over and over again. 

6. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Many novels, such as mystery novels, are 

mainly interesting because you do not know 
the outcome. By rereading such novels, the 
dramatic tension is gone. 

Reason 2: Because you already know the characters and 
the outcome of the story, it can be difficult to 
stay interested in the novel, therefore making it 
more difficult to understand. 

Reason 3: If you did not like a novel the first time, there is 
little reason to go back and read it again. Also, 
there are literally millions of novels in the world, 
so you should not waste any time rereading 
ones you have already read. 

1 
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Notes 

Planning 
Answers may vary 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
I agree with the statement that reading a book a second time 
is more interesting than reading it the first time. 

First Supporting ldea 
When I reread a novel, I can enjoy the story more. 

Supporting Example 
Some novels have dozens of characters, and the only way 
to understand the relationships between them is to read the 
novel again. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Rereading a novel also allows me to revisit my favorite parts 
of the story. 
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Supporting Example 
Some scenes are especially exciting and fun to read. 

Third Supporting ldea 
Finally, by revisiting the novei, I am able to understand the 
work more deeply. 

Supporfing Example 
William Faulkner's works contain symbolism that is not 
obvious the first time you read it. 

Conclusion 
I believe it is much more enjoyable to read a novei a second 
time than it is the first time. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence In each paragraph. 

That rs why I agree with the statement that reading a 
book a second 6me is more interesting than reading It 
the first time. 
a When I reread a novel, I can enjoy the story more. 
O Rereading a novel also allows me to revls~f my favorite 

parts of the story. 
Finally, by revisiting the novel, I am able to understand 
the work more deepiy 
All things considered, 1 believe it is much more 
enjoyable to read a novel a second t~me than it is the 
first time. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 

@One such example is Leo Toistoy's War and Peace, 
which contains dozens of characters, each with his or 
her own story arc. 

@ Ths dialog between the men, with the vrllan making 
thrnly veiled threats against the owner's life, is rife with 
dramatic tension. 

O Ostensibly a hunting narrative, the true purpose of 
the story is to explain the guilt the main character 
has about his lineage and the remorse he feels after 
slaying the bear; which represents man's destruction 
of nature. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
the complex novel, War and Peace: the dramatic scene In 
No Country For Old Men; the symbolism in The Bear 

Pa!e.?E. .... .......................... 

Evaluation 

Development 

Unity 

1 Nolsr 

This response does many thlngs 
weli It presents its arguments In 
an organized, fa~rly clear manner, 
with each paragraph generally 

- transitlonmng weli between 
ideas. What prevents th~s essay 
from scoring higher Is a slight 
lack of elaboration and some 
organizational issues The response 
needs more development to 
suppolt the wnter's ideas, and, In 
terms of organlzatlon, the flrst and 
second body paragraphs essent~ally 

- make the same argument (rereadmng 
a book IS not exciting) and would 
be better combined hto one 
paragraph. For these reasons, this 
essay earns a score d 4. 

Rnai Soore Q 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the best choice because body paragraphs 1 and 
2 both argue that rereading a novel Is not exciting. 

Part B 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vaty. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: Sulfur dioxide harms living 
creatures and the environment. 

2 Flrst Supporting Argument: Sulfur dioxide creates smog. 
3 Second Supporting Argument: Sulfur dioxide produces 

acid rain. 
4 Third Supporting Argument: Inhaling sulfur dioxide causes 

health problems. 

Critical Thimhg 
Answers may vary. 

1 Do you think smog can ever be beneficial for the 
environment? Explain why you feel this way. 
Yes, I think smog can sometimes be beneficial because it 
reduces the amount of sunlight that reaches the Earth's 
surface. This might help cool the Earth and prevent sun- 
related health problems. 

2 Who do you think most typically becomes sick after being 
exposed to sulfur dioxide? 
The people who get sick from sulfur dioxide exposure are 
probably physically weak or already sick. 



Listening 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
You know, you always hear about the negative effects 

of sulfur dioxide, so let's address a few points that most 
environmentalists seem to overlook. You might be surprised 
by what the research tells us. 

So we all know that aerosols are harmful to the ozone 
layer and the environment, right? Well, it turns out that having 
at least some aerosols in the atmosphere is actually a good 
thing! You see, the aerosols produced by sulfur dioxide can be 
beneficial because they reflect sunlight back into space. This 
has the effect of cooling the Earth. In fact, studies have shown 
that decreasing sulfur dioxide emissions has led to regional 
warming in various parts of the world. 

Then there is the issue of sulfur dioxide and acid rain. 
Although sulfur dioxide is often cited as a scapegoat, it is not 
the only chemical in acid rain. The nitrogen oxide and carbon 
dioxlde emitted from internal combustion engines are, um, 
largely responsible for producing acid rain. In actuality, sulfur 
dioxide is one of the least abundant chemicals in acid rain 
thanks to recent efforts to reduce sulfur dioxide levels. 

Oh, one other thing I'd like to talk about is the health 
problems purportedly caused by sulfur dioxide. Sure, there 
are a few thousand documented cases of illnesses stemming 
from exposure to sulfur dioxide each year, but you have to 
consider that it usually affects only at-risk groups: infants, 
theelderly, and the terminally ill. Research shows that healthy 
people rarely become sick even after prolonged exposure 
to sulfur dioxide. What's more, other chemicals, including 
nitrogen oxide and carbon monoxide, are much more harmful 
than sulfur dioxide. 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main Idea of the Lecture: Sulfur dioxide may not be as 
harmful as environmentalists suggest. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The aerosols produced by 
sulfur dioxide can help cool the Earth. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Sulfur dioxide is not the 
only chemical in acid rain. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Sulfur dioxide only causes 
sickness in at-rlsk groups. 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the instructor refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The instructor refutes the idea that the smog produced by 
sulfur dioxide is completely harmful. He also rebuts the 
notion that sulfur dioxide is the most hannful substance 
in acid rain. Finally, the lecturer contradicts the reading 
passage's claim that exposure to sulfur dioxide can make 
anybody sick. 

2 In what ways does the instructor fall to address the 
arguments made in the reading? 
The instructor fails to rebut the arguments made against 
smog, acid rain, and the health problems created by sulfur 
dioxide. The lecturer seems to bring up additional points 
about sulfur dioxide rather than refute the arguments made 
in the reading. 

Tandem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

- - 

Reading u-% - - 

Main Idea I Main Idea 
Sulfur dioxide harms living 
creatures and the environment. 
First Supporting Argument 
Sulfur dioxide creates smog. 
Supporting Detail 
increases vehicular accidents; 
results in depression 
Second Supporting Argument 
Sulfur dioxide produces acid rain. 
Supporting Detail 
destroys crops, pollutes water, 
damages buildings 
Third Supporting Argument 
Inhalina sulfur dioxide causes 
health problems. 
Supporting Detail 
asthma, reparatoiy difficulties, 
emergency room visits, 
hospitalization 

Sulfur dioxide may not be as 
harmful as environmentalists 
suggest. 
First Supporting Argument 
The aerosols produced by sulfur 
dioxide can help cool the Earth. 
Supporting Detail 
regional warming in some places 
Second Supporting Argument 
Sulfur dioxide is not the only 
chemical in acid rain. 
Supporting Detail 
nitrogen oxide, carbon dioxide 
mostly in acid rain 
Third Supporting Argument 
Sulfur dioxide only causes 
sickness in at-risk groups. 
Supporting Detail 
at-risk groups get sick; Infants, 
elderly, terminally ill 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a By examining research that environmentalists tend to 

overlook, the lecturer argues that sulfur dioxide may 
not be as harmful as the reading passage suggests. 
a First of a//, the lecturer mentions that having some 

aerosols in the atmosphere is beneficial. 
a The instructor also argues that sulfur dioxide is not 

one o f  the primary chemicals in acid rain. 
a Finally, the professor contends that sulfur dioxide is 

not seriously harmful to one's health. 
2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 
a He explains that the aerosols reflect sunlight back Into 

space, which helps cool the Earth. 
a He illustrates this by saying that the reduction in sulfur 

dioxide emissions has led to warming in some parts 
of the world. 
a He says that acid rain is primarily caused by  nitrogen 

oxide and carbon dioxide emitted from automobiles. 
a He argues that the people who get sick after being 

exposed to sulfur dioxide are in at-risk groups, such 
as infants and the elderly 
a He goes on to explain that sulfur dioxide rarely makes 

healthy people sick and that other chemicals, such as 
carbon monoxide, are much more harmful. 
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3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 
First of all.. . The lecturer also argues.. . Finally.. . He goes 
on to explain.. . 

Page189 
Evaluation 

and listening, but it has many 
weaknesses holding it back. For 
one, it relies on a block format, 
which makes a direct comparison 
between the reading and listening 
difficult. Next, it misrepresents 
some points from the lecture 
("Secondly, sulfer dioxide can not 
make the acid rain, unlike nitragen 
dioxide"). Finally, the poor grammar 
makes it difficult to understand 
what the wrRer is trying to convey. 

Final Score 1 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the correct choice because the response states 
that healthy people sometimes become sick due to exposure 
to sulfur dioxide while the lecture says it only affects at-risk 
groups. 

Page 1 9 0  

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1: They do not admit all applicants because they 

want students who are capable of learning and 
working at a high level. 

Reason 2: Allowing only good students into higher 
education institutions can have a positive effect 
because all of the students will be hard working 
and interested in their studies. 

Reason 3: Good students can learn more effectively and 
are more likely to use the information they learn 
after graduation. 

B. Disagree: 
Reason 1: Weaker students can more greatly benefit 

because they have more room for improvement 
as a result of higher education. 

Reason 2: Society benefits in many ways when a greater 
number of people are more educated since they 
are more likely to be socially aware and racially 
tolerant. 

Reason 3: Non-academic areas such as sports teams 
and social clubs may deteriorate from a lack of 
student diversity. 

Planning 
Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
Not just good students should have access to higher 
education. 

First Supporting ldea 
There are many kinds of schools for many kinds of students. 

Supporting Example 
There are technical schools, vocational schools, community 
colleges, etc. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Higher education can allow weaker students to grow 
academically. 

Supporting Example 
There is the story of my friend who barely made it to college 
and is now getting a master's degree. 

Third Supporting ldea 
Having a greater number of educated people benefits society. 

Supporting Example 
Educated people are more likely to vote and to volunteer in 
their community. 

Conclusion 
Higher education should be available to all students. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a I disagree with the statement that only good students 

should have access to higher education. 
a One of the strongest arguments in favor of allowing 

more students to have access to higher education is 
the many different types of schools that exist. 

O Allowing weakerstudents to obtain a higher education 
allows them to grow academically. 
a For the reasons illustrated above, i t  is clear that higher 

education should be available to all students. 
2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 

details. 
a But during the twentieth century, new types of higher 

education institutions, such as community colleges 
and vocational schools, were developed with the aim 
of preparing students for the workforce rather than a 
career in academics. 
a Although universities denied him entry he was able to 

matriculate into a community college. 
There, he developed an interest in history and began 
taking his studies seriously. 
a His grades improved dramaticall~ and, after two 

years, he was able to transfer to a four-year university 
O Today, he is getting his master's degree at one o f  the 

most prestigious universities in the country. 
3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 

below. 



different types of higher education institutions; the story o f  
a friend who barely made i t  into college but is now getting 
a master's degree 

Evaluation 

This response has many solid 
characteristics but is weakened 
by afew serious drawbacks. 
On the positive side, it is fairly 
well organized, with each body 
paragraph focused on one idea. It 
also includes a reasonable amount 
of development, with the example 
about the Ivy League schools being 
the best developed. Unfottunately, 
this response is held back by a 
lack of clarity (the second body 
paragraph in particular is not clearly 
written) resulting in large part 
trom poor grammar and strange 
word choices. With stronger 
grammar and a better second body 
paragraph, this response could 
have easily scored higher. 

Final Score 3 

9age 195 ................. 

Critical Analysis 
Answer B 
Answer B is the correct choice because it best supports the 
response's central idea. Answer A runs contrary to the central 
idea, and Answer C does not specifically support the thesis of 
the response. 

Part B 
i Integrated Writing: Zoology 

Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: The zebra's stripes protect it 
from predators. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The zebra's stripes create an 
optical illusion that tricks predators. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: The zebra's stripes confuse 
predators. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: The zebra's stripes 
camouflage the zebra. 

Pa!J_e~199 . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ................. . 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 Zebras are also very fast runners. How does this fact 
potentially weaken the arguments in the passage? 

This suggests that their stripes may not adequately protect 
them from hunters, so they need to be able to escape 
quickly. 

2 What purposes other than those mentioned in the passage 
might the stripes serve? 
The stripes might help attract potential mates. They might 
also be purely for decoration. 

Listening 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Female) 
Hmm, so we all know about zebras and their unique 

stripes, but what we don't know is why they have them. Even 
after examining zoological studies, the purpose of the stripes 
remains unclear. 

Stripes may alter the zebra's appearance, but it tums out 
that they are ineffectual as a way to protect the zebra from 
imminent predator attacks . . .  They don't alert the zebra to 
potential dangers. The reason is that most of the zebra's 
predators do not rely on the leaping method to attack. 
Instead, these hunters usually chase the zebra across a plain, 
so they rely on their superior stamina to catch their prey. Once 
the zebra finally succumbs to fatigue, the predator then goes 
in for the kill. 

Another thing that you have to consider is the fact that 
predators are not confused by the stripes-not anymore, 
at least. Zoologists have observed lions chasing herds of 
zebras in the wild. What they found was that the lions were 
rarely thrown off by the zebra's coloration. What's more, they 
compared this data to data from other lion hunts. Can you 
guess what they discovered ... ? That's right. The lions were 
able to hunt the zebras as effectively as they hunted animals 
with mono-colored bodies. 

Perhaps the most confounding piece of evidence is the 
fact that hiding is not really a part of a zebra's behavior. It 
turns out that zebras generally preferto stay in open plains. 
This has both negative and positive effects for the zebra. On 
the one hand, thezebras are in plain sight. . .  They can easily 
be seen by hunters. But at the same time, the zebras can spot 
potential threats from far away. So, really, zebras prefer to stay 
out in the open in order to take preemptive action to escape 
from possible attacks. 

Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Lecture: The purpose of the zebra's 
stripes is unclear. 

2 First Supporting Argument: The zebra's stripes do not 
warn the zebras of predator attacks. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: The stripes do not confuse 
predators anymore. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Zebras generally do not hide 
from predators. 
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Crilial Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 In what ways does the professor refute the points made in 
the reading? 
The professor refutes the idea that the stripes trick 
predators into attacking prematurely She aiso calls into 
question the argument that the zebra's stripes confuse 
predators. Finally, the instructor explains that zebras prefer 
to say out in the open rather than relying on theirstripes to 
hide from predators. 

2 What examples does the professor provide to support her 
arguments? 
She explained that most of the zebra's predators prefer to 
chase the zebra when they are hunting. She also described 
how lions are not confused by the zebra's stripes and why 
the zebras prefer to stay in open plains. 

me~2m 
Tondem Note-Taking 
Answers may vary. 

The zebra's stripes protect it 
from predators. 

First Supporling Argument 
The zebra's stripes create 
an optical illusion that tricks 
predators. 

Supporting Detail 
stripes make zebra appear larger 
than really is 

Serond Supporting Argument 
The zebra's strioes confuse 
predators. 

Supporting Defail 
is difficult to track individual 
zebras 

Third Suppnling Argument 
The zebra's strioes carnouflaae 
the zebra. 

Supporting Detail 
can hide in tall orass 

The purpose of the zebra's 
stripes is unclear. 

First Supporting Argument 
The zebra's stripes do not warn 
the zebras of predator attacks. 

Supporting Detoil 
predators do not use leaping 
method 

h n d  Supporting Argument 
The sttipes do not confuse 
predators anymore. 

Supporting Detoil 
lions not confused by zebra 
stripes 

Third Supporting Argument 
Zebras generally do not hide 
from predators. 

Supporting Detail 
preferstaying In open plains 

Critid Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 
a This contradicts the passage's claim that the stripes 

protect the zebra from predators. 
a The professor begins by stating that stripes do not 

warn the zebra of predator attacks. 
a Next, the lecturer mentions that the stripes do not 

confuse predators. 
a Finallx the Instructor explains that zebras generally do 

not hide. 
2 Double underline the sentences that refer to the listening. 

@ The lecturer explains that this is because most of the 
zebra's predators do not use the leaping method to 
attack and instead chase the zebra acmss plans. 
This is supported by the findings of zoologists, who 

found that i~ons were rarely confused by the zebra's 
stripes. 
Moreover; thezoologists discovered that the llons 
were equally capable of hunting both zebras and 
mono-colored animals. 
a The lecturerexplains that they usually stay in open 

plains where they can spot predators from far away 
3 List some of the transttions the wnter used on the lines 

below. 
The professor begins by.. . Next ... Moreover. .. Finally.. . 

Evaluation 

Development 

Organization 

Languageuse F 
This response's strengths are that 
it includes most of the information, 
including same supporting ideas, 
fmm the lecture. It aiso has fairly 
stmng organization, with each 
body paragraph focusing on one of 
the maln points from the listening. 
What keeps this essay from scorin: 
higher is its I& of unity, namely 
the weak connections between ! 
sentences. It is also held back 
by the fact that the third body 
paragraph is so poorly written that 
it fails to convey ~nformation clearly, 
especially its topic sentence 
('Thirdly, the zebra like to stay 
in open planes and the strips do 
not assist because of the plane 
sight. This means that the zebra 
easily sees prediters themselves"). 
For these reasons, this response 
scores a 3. 

Final Score Q 

Sage..?!?!-_.-~ ......... 

Critical Andysis 
Answer C 
Answer C Is the best choice because the third body paragraph 
does not explain which information comes from the reading 
passage and which information comes from the lecture. 

Page 207 ....... ,.. . . . , , , . .. .......... 

Planning 
Answers may vary. 

Thesis Statement 
I believe the advances in technology during the twentieth 
century will be most remembered. 

First Supporting Idea 
In the twentieth century, technology changed the way we 
work. 

Supporting Example 
The assembly line made factory work safer; communications 
technology. 



Second Supporting ldea 
Many of these same technological developments also 
changed the way we live. 

Supporting Example 
Household technology greatly improved home life; the 
automobile; the Internet. 

Conclusion 
Technological developments were the most memorable 
change that occurred in the twentieth century. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

B A m o n g  all the developments In the twentieth century, 
it is the advances in technology that will be most 
remembered by future generations. 
In the twentieth century, technology changed the way 
we work. 

O Many of these same technological developments also 
changed the way we live. 
a And while advances in other areas were profound, it Is 

the changes in technology from the twentieth century 
that have left an indelible mark on the human race. 

2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 
details. 
a The introduction of the assembly line by Henry Ford 

in the early 1900s made factory work safer and 
more efficient while agricultural technology such as 
tractors and pesticides meant that one twentieth- 
century farmer could do the work of a large number 
of nineteenth-century farmers. 
a New fields borne out of this nascent technology, such 

as computer programming and telecommunications, 
emerged, and each contributed to an overall change 
in the way people work. 

O Technologies from the early twentieth century, such 
as washing machines, electric refrigerators, and gas 
stoves, made life at home more comfortable and 
convenient. 
a During the 1950s, the widespread popularity of 

television changed the way people entertained 
themselves at home while the ubiquity of the family 
sedan made it easier forpeople to enjoy themselves 
on the go. 

O Some thirty years later; cable television and video 
game consoles gave rise to the TV junkie and gaming 
nerd while the cell phone made it possible to be 
contacted anywhere in the world at anytime. 

O By the 1990s, personal computers and the Internet 
had forever changed the way we interact with one 
another as they allowed friends from the same town 
or strangers from across the world to connect with 
each other. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
the assembly line; new communlcatlon technology; 
computer programming; modem appliances; television; the 
family sedan; cable television; video games; cell phones; 
the lnternet 

Page 21 1 -- 

Evaluation 

Development 

Organization 

Unity 

Scorn 

Language Use 

This response has many solid 
characteristics but is weakened by 
a few minor drawbacks. Among the 
positives are its solid development, 
with supporting details included 
in each body paragraph, fairly 
tight organization, with a logical 
chronological progression between 
each paragraph, and reasonably 
well-written sentences. The main 
negatives are a weaker third body 
paragraph, which includes a minor 
a digression that weakens the 
overall argument ("Although in 
the future maybe we can move 
to another olanet"). and a lack of 

5 

variety in sentence structures. On 
the whole, this is a solid level-4 
response. 

Final Score Q 

4 

pa~e_213 

Critical Analysis 
Answer B 
Answer B Is the best choice because it supports the claim 
made in the passage that environmentalism will continue 
into the future. Answer A does not specifically relate to the 
argument made in the response while Answer C does not 
support its central idea. 

Part B 

3 

Page 215 

Note-Taking 

2 

Answers may vary. 

1 Main ldea of the Passage: Television addiction has many 
serious side effects. 

2 First Supporting Argument: Heavy television watching 
causes symptoms similar to clinical gambling addiction. 

3 Second Supporting Argument: Heavy viewers suffer from 
emotional problems. 

4 Third Supporting Argument: Television addiction also 
affects family and friends. 

E!%Ez15 . 

Critical Thinking 
Answers may vary. 

1 How are the symptoms caused by heavy viewing similar to 
those caused by other activities? 
The symptoms associated with heavy viewing are similar to 
those of video game players, film buffs, and those of many 
other activities that people enjoy 

1 
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Notes 





O Additionally, researchers have yet to establish 
a correlation between television watching and 
depression. 
For the general public the word addiction has a broad 
meaning while for psychologists it has a narrow 
clinical meaning. 

O The professor also mentions that psychologists have 
yet to reach a consensus about whether prolonged 
television viewing has serious consequences. 

3 List some of the transitions the writer used on the lines 
below. 
First... Furthermore ... Next ... Additionally ... Finally ... The 
professor also mentions.. . 

1 1 1 1 1 I This essav effectivelv contrasts I 
Score 

1 Development 1 1 i 1 1 / the argumentsfrom the reading 
passage and the lecture. Its 

5 4 3 2 1  

points made in the lecturifollowed 
by the contradicting points from the 
reading. What keeps this response 

Notes 

I I I I 

from scoring a 5 is a slight lack 
of development (especially in 
the Rrst body paragraph) and 
occasional lapses in clarity ("it 
said that missing television causes 
negative emotions, and this is 
unlike the reading that said heavy 
television veiwing creates feelings 
of ioneleness and anxiety"). Overall, 
this is a solid response held back 
by afew shortcomings. 

organization is also strong, with 
each paragraph explaining the 

Final Score Q 

Page 221 

Critical Analysis 
Answer A 
Answer A is the correct choice because body paragraph 1 
primarily focuses on summarizing the reading passage and 
includes only one sentence to show contrasting points from 
the lecture. Body paragraphs 2 and 3 focus primarily on 
summarizing the lecture, not the reading passage. 

P a g e s 2  - 

Generating Ideas 
Answers may vary. 

A. Agree: 
Reason 1 :  Tour guides make all of the arrangements in 

advance, so you do not have to waste time 
waiting in lines and so forth. Tour groups also 
travel in tour buses, which is faster than relying 
on public transportation. 

Reason 2: Tour guides are familiar with the area, speak the 
local language, and know the local customs, so 
they can more easily deal with problems when 
they occur. 

Reason 3: Tour guides know a lot about the places you 
visit and can explain their history in great detail. 
Also, you can easily become friends with the 
people in your tour group. 

B. Disagree: 
Reason 1: By traveling in a tour group, you usually only 

visit major tourist spots. More adventurous 
travelers would probably want to visit less 
popular places. 

Reason 2: When you are in a tour group, you have fewer 
opportunities to interact with locals and are 
rarely placed in new and exciting situations, so 
the sense of adventure is reduced. 

Reason 3: Tour groups follow tight schedules, so they visit 
several different places in a day. As an individual 
traveler, you can spend more time at places of 
interest. 

Planning 
Answers may vary 

Thesis Statement (Agree I Disagree) 
I agree with the statement that it is better to travel in a group 
with a tour guide than to travel alone. 

First Supporting ldea 
For one, traveling in a group allows you to spend more time 
enjoying your vacation. 

Supporting Example 
Tour groups have pre-planned itineraries and travel around 
using tour buses. 

Second Supporting ldea 
Another benefit of traveling in a tour group is that it makes 
vacationing safer. 

Supporting Example 
Tour guides have deep knowledge of the local area, language, 
and customs, so they can reduce potential risks of traveling. 

Conclusion 
But for most people, who want to experience the pleasures of 
a vacation without all of the hassles, traveling in a group with 
a tour guide is the superior choice. 

Critical Analysis 
1 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

For these reasons, 1 agree with the statement that it 
is better to travel in  a group with a tour guide than to 
travel alone. 
a For one, traveling in a groop allows you to spend 

more time enjoying your vacation. 
Another benefit of traveling in a tour group is that i t  
makes vacationing safe,: 
a But for most people, who want to experience the 

pleasures of a vacation wifhout all of the hassles, 
traveling in a group with a tourguide is the superior 
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choice. 
2 Double underline the sentences that include supporting 

details. 
a Instead of having to wait in line to buy tickets for every 

attraction I visited, I was able to enter immediately 
because the tour guide had already purchased tickets 
for our tour group. 
a I also did not have to worry about transportation 

because my tour group was taken around the city on 
our own tour bus. 
a There, I was hiking up a mountain when I tripped on 

some rocks and broke my ankle. 
Had I been alone, without a cell phone, not knowing 
where to seek medical attention, and not speaking 
Vietnamese, I might have been in serious trouble. 
a However, since I was with a tour guide, I was able 

to get the help 1 needed quickly and without any 
problems. 

3 List some of the examples the writer used on the lines 
below. 
tour guides make travel arrangements in advance; do not 
have to wait in line to buy tickets; do not have to worry 
about communication problems 

Critid Analysis 

_age227 - 

Evaluation 

Answer A 
Answer A is the best choice because body paragraph one 
argues when you travel with a tour guide, you do not have the 
opportunity to act independently or to learn some of the local 
customs. 

Score 

Development 

Organization 

Unity 

Language Use 

Part C 

Listening @ 29 

Final Score 3 

5 

.... 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Male) 
Today, let's take a closer look at the debate about 

banning plastic shopping bags. Although such a plan may 
seem unfeasible at first, the benefits of a plastic bag ban far 
outweigh any potential drawbacks. 

First of all, plastic bags harm the environment and create 
pollution. For instance, they can easily be blown away and, 
urn, get caught in trees and waterways, where they can kill 
marine life. And paper bags, with all of their shortcomings, 
aren't much better. So what's the solution? Clothes bags, 
rucksacks, and even wicker baskets are all good alternatives 
to plastic bags. That's because these bags are far more 
durable and can be used almost indefinitely, which helps to 
reduce waste and to free up valuable landfill space. 

On top of that, plastic shopping bags are notoriously 
difficult to  recycle. They are very flimsy and have few uses 
outside of a limited number of products. In addition, the 
petroleum-based material that plastic bags are made out 
of can damage recycling machines, making the bags more 
expensive to recycle than to produce. And you know what 
else? Researchers have found that very few people-less than 
5% of a given community-actually make an effort to bring 
their plastic bags to local recycling centers. 

And then there is the issue of different laws in different 
places. Sure, one town may ban plastic bags while the next 
town over may not, but this doesn't mean that shoppers will, 
you know, resort to using plastic bags when they are away 
from home. These people generally, urn, bring their preferred 
reusable bags from home. In fact, there have even been cases 
of shoppers refusing to take plastic bags out of principle . . .  
Urn, they know the drawbacks of plastic bags and refuse to 
use them even when offered. 

Question 

Narrator (Male) 
Question: Summarize the main points in the lecture, being 
sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific ideas in the 
reading passage. 

4 

Task 1 I Strong Response 

1 

The reading passage and lecture both address the 
debate surrounding plastic shopping bag bans. The lecture 
argues that these bans are justifiable. This goes against the 
arguments made in the reading passage. 

The lecturer begins by explaining that plastic bags are 
harmful to the environment. This is illustrated by the fact that 
plastic bags create pollution and kill marine animals. The 
professor also contends that paper bags are not a viable 
alternative either. He therefore suggests using durable and 

NDter 

This response is fairly developed 
and somewhat well organized. 
Each paragraph attempts to 
explain a single idea and includes 
at least somesupporting details. 
What keeps this essay from scoring 
higher are the misplaced focus 
and the abrupt transitions between 
ideas. The response focuses 
primarily on the disadvantages of 
eavellng in tour groups without 
explaining why traveling alone 
can be better. Furthermore, the 
transitions between ideas can be 
abrupt and seemingly random ("my 
friend want to the vaction also 
on the tour group. he said they 
did alot of stuffs and seed many 
skes. but he could not get relaxed. 
i thought this way at my vaction. 
he was so tired after his vaction"). 
The grammatical problems also 
obscure the meaning occasionally. 
For these reasons, this response 
earns a 3. 

3 

J 

J 

J 

2 



long-lasting bags, such as clothing bags. These points go 
against the arguments made in the reading passage that 
plastic bags are efficient and cost effective. 

Next, the professor presents the fact that plastic bags are 
very hard to recycle. Plastic bags can only be used to create a 
small number of products and they can also damage recycling 
machines. Furthermore, only 5% of people actually recycle 
their plastic bags. This rebuts the reading passage's argument 
that plastic bags can easily be recycled into many different 
products. 

Finally, the instructor deals with the issue of different 
laws in different cities. The lecturer states that shoppers can 
use their reusable bags instead of plastic shopping bags, 
mentioning that some people have even refused to use plastic 
bags. This contradicts the argument in the reading passage 
that says people will use plastic bags from other areas and 
demand the abolishment of plastic bag laws. 

Task 2 1 Strong Response 
Our lives are defined by the choices we make throughout 

them. To lead a comfortable and happy life, thorough planning 
is essential. i therefore agree that in order to have a good 
future, it is best to plan carefully while you are still young. 

The choices you make early in life can have a great impact 
on your later life. Your actions as a youth create a domino 
effect that shapes your future, and to lead a good life you 
must consider the potential consequences. For instance, 
as I child I studied languages. Today, I am multilingual. By 
developing my language skills at an early age, I opened the 
door for many career opportunities, including translator and 
international business manager. My brother, on the other 
hand, neglected his studies when he was young and today 
has trouble finding jobs that make him happy. 

Related to this is the fact that many plans take several 
years to come to fruition. The careers we have as adults are 
the results of years or even decades of preparation. Consider 
the case of my aunt, who is a doctor. In order to become a 
physician, she had to graduate from medical school. To do 
that, she had to attend a quality university. To accomplish this, 
she had to earn good grades during high school. Forthis to 
happen, she had to develop proper study habits at a young 
age. 

Finally, creating plans for the future when you are young 
wiii allow you to lead a more fulfilling life. People who do 
not have goals are often unhappy and unsatisfied with their 
lives. However, you can avoid this by establishing clear goals 
to work toward at a young age. For Instance, when I was in 
high school, I created the goal of making straight A's for a 
semester. When I accomplished this, I derived a great sense of 
satisfaction, which, in turn, motivated me to work towards my 
ultimate goal of attending an Ivy League university. Creating 
short- and long-term goals for myself pushed me to work 
harder and gave me a sense of purpose in life. 

In conclusion, your later life is shaped by the decisions 
you make when you are young. By planning carefully from a 
young age, you can ensure that your later life is what you want 
it to be. 

Listening @ 31 

Narrator (Male) 
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 

Professor (Female) 
Well, class, now let's examine the rise of online news sites 

and the effect this is having on the way we get our news. 
All right, first of ail, let's look at the quality of the content 

on these Internet sites. One of the purported advantages 
of web-based news sites is their immediate coverage of 
events. Although news is reported faster online, this Is often 
at the expense of accuracy. What I mean is that in the rush to 
present the news to readers, sometimes facts are not double- 
checked. This can result in embarrassingly incorrect stories 
being published. In fact, it is quite common for online news 
sites to . . . retract inaccurate information that has already 
been reported. i 

In addition, news websites can invade their readers' 
privacy. While a few sites still let readers browse stories 
anonymously, an increasing number require readers to 
submit, you know, personal information before they are given 
complete access to news articles. This may include giving 
a full name, email, mailing address . . . or even the reader's 
social security number. And what do these sites do with that 
information? You may think they use it just to customize the 
news their readers receive, but a lot of times they also sell this 
information to advertising companies, which, in turn, contact 
readers and, urn, bombard them with product offers. 

And then there is the issue of the global coverage provided 
by online news sites. For some readers, this is actually a 
turnoff. Surveys show that a substantial number of people 
actually prefer local news coverage because they are, uh, 
more concerned with what is happening in their community. 
So rather than reading about things like earthquakes in the 
Middle East, a lot of people would rather just, uh, read about 
the events that directly affect them. 

Question @ 32 

Narrator (Male) 
Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture, being 
sure to explain how they challenge specific claims made in the 
reading passage. 

Task 1 I Strong Response 
The reading passage and lecture both compare online 

news websites to traditional printed news. While the reading 
passage argues in favor of online news sources, the lecturer 
challenges these claims. 

To begin with, the lecturer admits that while news is 
reported more quickly online, it is done so at the expense 
of accuracy. Online news articles are not always double- 
checked, which sometimes leads to embarrassing factual 
errors. The professor illustrates this by mentioning that news 
sites sometimes retract inaccurate information that has been 
published. This contradicts the point made in the reading 
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passage that the immediacy of news websites is always 
beneficial. 

Next, the professor talks about privacy issues. An 
increasing number of news sites require readers to submit 
personal information, such as their full name and social 
security number, before gaining access to news stories. The 
instructor explains that these news sites often sell readers' 
personal information to advertising companies. This goes 
against the reading passage's claim that providing personal 
information enhances the online news experience. 

Finally, the instructor discusses the global news coverage 
offered by online sites. Some readers are turned off by 
worldwide coverage and instead prefer local news coverage 
because they are more interested in reading news about their 
community. This point rebuts the reading passage's idea 
that the global news coverage offered by online news sites is 
strictly an advantage. 

Task 2 1 Strong Response 
Our lives today are almost completely different than 

the lives of people just two generations ago. Thanks to the 
internet and improvements to transportation, I agree that 
life today is easier and more convenient than when my 
grandparents were young. 

The Internet has made life easier in countless ways. 
You can shop for virtually anything, stay connected with 
friends from anywhere in the world, and revisit your favorite 
childhood television shows all with your computer. However, 
the conveniences brought about by the lnternet most acutely 
manifest themselves when looking up information. For 
example, if my grandfather wanted to learn more about the 
Civil War, he had to leave his home, go to the local library, 
search for the books he needed, locate the books on the 
shelves, and finally iocate the information he wanted in the 
books themselves. The lnternet has made all of this much 
simpler. When I look up information, I simply have to go to the 
computer, get online, and search for the specific information I 
want. Thanks to the Internet, I can find the exact information 
I need within seconds as opposed to the minutes or hours it 
would have taken in my grandparents' time. 

Improvements in transportation have also made our lives 
easier and more convenient. Today, it is possible to travel 
virtually anywhere on the globe in less than a day's time, but 
two generations ago this was not the case. For instance, 
consider how my grandfather traveled from Los Angeles 
to Paris in the 1940s. He took a train to New York, where 
he boarded a steamship to travel across the Atlantic. Once 
the boat landed in Europe, he took another train to France. 
Finally, after traveling for a nearly a month, he arrived at his 
destination. Today, that same trip takes me no more than 
a day. I simply drive to the Los Angeles airport and, within 
twelve hours, arrive in Paris all while enjoying the comforts 
offered by flying. This is just one example of how traveling is 
much easier and more convenient today than it was 60 years 
ago. 

In summary, I firmly believe that life today is easier and 
more convenient than it was in my grandparents' time. The 
internet has made it possible to learn about anything from 
the comfort of our homes while advances in travel technology 
have made it much easier to venture out and explore the 
world. 
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